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HISTORY OF
SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

CHAPTER L.
HISTORY OF SOLANO COUNTY
By Tom Gregory.

St. Solano, “Apostle of the Indies,” was born in Andalusia, Spain, in
1549. Educated for the priesthood, he was ordained and became one of that
band of the sons of Francis de Assisi who bore the cross of their faith into
the New World. Through the Spanish-American islands and over the main-
lands he labored among the red people, winning his title of Apostle of the
Indies, or Indians. He died in Lima, Peru, June 14, 1610. Though dead, the
great missionary’s name yet lived, and when the last link in the chain of
California’s missions was established at Sonoma it was called Solano, or San
Francisco Solano, also in honor of St. Francis de Assisi. The name went
further and was given to Sem-Yeto, an exceptionally intelligent Indian, who
held chieftaincy over pretty much all of the rancherias between Petaluma creek
and the Sacramento river. Padre Altimira, the builder of the mission, was
not only a good preacher, but was something of a politician as well in that
early day (1823) when he gave Sem-Yeto, the powerful red chief, the name of
the saint and of the Sonoma church. The new convert—or neophyte—accepted
the title, also the new faith, and prevented his people from making ashes of
Mission Solano. When General Vallejo was detailed by his government to
be the comandante at Sonoma he also won the friendship of the chief. This
was something unusual for a Spanish or Mexican military officer, but Vallejo
was an unusual Spanish or Mexican officer, or whatever nationality may be
applied to him—for all the public life of this premier pioneer of California was
passed in winning friendships. One of the tribes of this big territory of
aborigines was the Suisuns, occupying the valley east of the Suscol hills, and
Sem-Yeto’s saintly title finally became attached to the locality, and when a
* county was staked off there the surveyors called it “Solano.”

First the Spaniard—Then the Albion.

The complete story of the name-migration from Spain to Solano from an
Andalusian household to a tract of five hundred and eleven square miles in the
far western hemisphere, runs almost three hundred years; and that period is
the first half of California’s history. At Solano’s birth this portion of the
Pacific coast of the Americas was again untenanted by Europeans. It had
been found, and had again slipped back into the regions of the undiscovered.
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, a Portuguese dispatched by Mendoza, the Spanish
viceroy in Mexico, had landed at San Diego (1542), and had died from an
accident a few months thereafter. This was the first visit of Spaniards to Alta
California, and the last visit for over half a century. But during that interval
another navigator, explorer and discoverer visited the coast and made a page of
its history. He was Francis Drake, then known in his native England as the

“Sea King of Devon,” but he was not discovering lands for his sovereign when
1
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he wandered over these waters. Drake possessed a lifelong hatred for the
Spanish and all his days he sailed the oceans in pursuit of their ships. He had
pretty well swept the south Pacific of the treasure-laden galleons homeward
hound from the IFar Fast to Spain, and had plundered the Spanish ports until
his Dhittle vessel, the “Golden Hlind,” was almost bursting with millions of
golden loot.  He could not return home by way of the Straits of Magellan,
as his encmies were watching that route and cursing him most praverfully.
They also were supplicating all the saints—not otherwise busy—in the calen-
dar, also the heathen gods of winds, to waft him safely into their hands.
This “Perfidious Albion,” not having any intention of secing the prayvers
answered, toncluded to go westward around the globe, and trust to luck to
find through unknown scas his way. lle sailed northward along the Sonoma
coast, but baffled by contrary winds around Cape Mendocino, turned and
entered a bay in latitude 38°, either Bodega bay or what 1s now called
Drake’s bay, just south of Point Reves, in Marin county. llere, on the
beach, he repaired the Golden Tlind for her long journey. While his ship-
carpenter was patching up the leaks, Drake put in the time annexing the
whole coast to England, calling the claim “New Albion,” because the yellow
hills reminded him of chalky Dover. In a pile of stones on the shore he
buried a penny ornamented with Queen Elizabeth’s aristocratic face; then
he swore she owned all the ranches on this rim of the hemisphere—nothing
small about Sir Francis. [He was a real real-estate man. After a stay of
about thirty-six days Drake sailed by way of the Farralone islands, slowly
and surely finding his way into the Indian ocean, down the African coast,
around the Cape of Good Hope, and home. He believed he was the first and
only explorer in that region and advised Elizabeth to further secure the
claim; but she joyfully accepted the gold and jewels he brought her, knighted
him and dropped the matter. Land-madness among the nations or peoples
of the carth was not so developed four hundred and thirty years ago.

In 1594 Schastian Cermeno, another Portuguese in the service of Spain,
was sent along the upper California coast by Viceroy Monterey for the
purpose of finding harbors of call for vessels homeward bound from the
P'hilippines.  Nothing was heard of the expedition for two vears, when a
small, rudely built vessel came into Acapulco manned by a remmnant of
Cermeno’s crew.  Their ship, the Augustine, had been wrecked in what is
now known as Drake's bay and many persons were lost. The next navigator
to attempt in their poor little ships the uncharted California coast was
Schastian Viscaino, who entered San Diego bay in 1602, sixty vears after
Cabrillo. It may be here mentioned that the discoverer called the bay San
Miguel, but Viscaino changed the name to the one it bears today. While this
navigator was not the first on the coast. he was the first in energy and enter-
prise. Sailing northward, he passed and renamed the San Clementi and Santa
Catalina islands San Pedro—named not for the Apostle St. Peter, but for
Bishop St. Peter of Alexandria: threaded Santa Barbara channel on St.
Barbara's day. giving the locality its name, and came to anchor December
15, 1602, in a noble harbor which he called Monterey, in honor of his viceroy
and patron.

The Fair Amazonian California.

The sudden death of Viscaino checked all the preparations of the Spanish
government for a large colony at Monterev. This settlement would have
been one year older than Jamestown, but it died ere its beginning, and one
hundred and sixty vears went by before another Spaniard stood on the
shore of Alta California.  Galleons from Manila crossing the Pacific would
strike this coast near Cape Mendocino and cruise down to Acapulco and
I’anama, but there being no surveved ports, thev never stopped. The territory
passed back into the mists of the unknown. The name “California” has come
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through broken accounts from an origin vague, distant, impalpable. The
treasure-mad adventurers of Spain, always seeking undiscovered golden troves,
believed, in the fierceness of their desire, there were bther places on the new
continent rivaling the stored wealth of the Peruvian Inca, from whom Pizarro
looted so richly and murderously, or of Montezuma, the pitiful victim of the
insatiable Cortes. Fictionists of the time wrote stories of mighty cities in the
mysterious west peopled by semi-supernatural beings who jealously watched
their vast treasuries. One of these writers was Ordonez de Montalvo, and
his book, “Sergas de Esplandian,” published in 1510, told of the mystic “Island
of California,” where beautiful amazons ruled and grim griffins guarded not
only the feminine wealth, but the mineral treasure as well. The young and
valiant grandee and knight of belt and spur, Esplandian, meets the wild queen
“Califa” in her capital city, where, after many fierce figchts between his
followers and her dragon-like people, he succeeds, if not in conquering the
place, at least in having her fall in love with him. Califa was devoted to her
Spanish cavalier—something of the devotion of a tigress—and it took all the
watchfulness and valor of her lover to keep his life secure when she had an
unusual “tender spell.” Her savage griffins had an unpleasant habit of flying
around on their bat-wings and picking up white soldiers, which they would
lift to a great height and then drop. Of course, the soldier thus treated was
of no use afterwards. Because of their bird-like manners, Montalvo in his
book dipped into Greek and called them “ornis,” and “Califa” is from “Kalli”
(beautiful) in the same tongue. “The ‘f’ was inserted for the sake of cuphony.”
said the late Professor George Davidson, the translator, hence “California™—
beautiful bird.

This golden Ali Baba tale was popular with the Spanish knights of
fortune, and doubtless Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, when he saw the islands
off the southern coast of this state, named them after the mystic amazon
queen, as they were first known as “Las Californias.”. Could he have gone
further into the province he found and named so fittingly he might have
won the golden lure that drew him to the threshold of a greater discovery.
But his death and burial on one of his newly discovered coast-islands ended
further exploration.

Spain in the Mad Dance of Death.

During a slumber-interval of almost two centuries, Spain was moving
downward. On land and sea her power was diminishing. She yet held
her many colonies, but her grasp was weak. On the oceans her commerce
was the prey of any nation or nations who chose to plunder it. English and
Dutch privateers and buccaneers and freebooters from all parts of the globe
issued from their lairs to rob her ships and ravish her ports at home and
abroad. The energy, enterprise, courage and knighthood that had won her
the highest place among the nations were passing—and she was dying in
the demoralization of her own wealth and greatness. Her kings and nobles
were in a mad dance in the midst of a national luxury never before known,
while the poor were starving. Official stupidity, corruption, disloyalty and
other forms of decay were rapidly weakening the once powerful kingdom
and placing her at the mercy of her old-time enemies. Then Spain had a
partial awakening. Her foreign lands must be colonized and these citizens
be welded to the home country. Where colonists were not available, the
natives must be Christianized, civilized and molded into citizens. It was an
era of missionary zeal—in fact, as courage went down in the soldier it
came up in the priest—and Spain proposed to use it to bulwark her threat-
ened possessions. The Jesuits were encouraged to begin their labors in
Lower California, and among these savages, about as degraded as any on
the American continent, the padres soon had sixteen missions. They con-
tinued until the royal edict drove them from the Spanish dominions. The
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Franciscans were given charge of the Jesuit missions of Baja California in
1768. From a material point of view it was a poor gift, as the sterile lands
around the missions could hardly support a flock of goats, consequently
Junipero Serra, the president of the order, moved northward and the chain
of missions from San Diego to Sonoma was the result of this zealous father’s
labors. This work of occupation and colonization of Alta California was the
joint work of the church and the state, hence when the work was secularized
in 1834—sixty-five years aiter—the government justified the act on the
ground that the state was supreme in the control of the property. The
first mission in Upper California was established at San Diecgo, July 16, 1769,
and the second at Monterey, June 3, 1770. The newly appointed governor,
Gaspar de Portola, marching along the coast from the south, secking Mon-
terey, reached that bay but did not recognize it. He continued northward
and only when he reached what is now known as San Francisco bay did he
learn of his mistake. Returning to Monterey, the mission of San Carlos de
Borromeo was founded on the shore of the bay, but the following year
Father Junipero Serra moved the site of the institution back into the
Carmelo valley, away from the contaminating influence of the presidio
soldiers.
The Rosary of the Missions.

The other missions were established on the following dates: San
Antonia de Padua, in San Luis Obispo county, June 14, 1771; San Gabriel
Arcangel, Los Angecles county, September 8, 1771; San Luis Obispo de
Tolosa, San Luis Obispo county, September 1, 1772; Dolores, San Francisco,
October 9, 1776; San Juan Capistrano, Orange county, November 1, 1776;
Santa Clara, Santa Clara county, January 18, 1777; San Buenaventura,
Ventura county, March 31, 1782; Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara county,
December 4, 1786; La Purisima Concepcion, Santa Barbara county, December
8, 1787; Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz county, September 25, 1790; La Soledad,
Monterey county, September 29, 1791; San Jose, Alameda county, June 11,
1797; San Juan Bautista, San Benito county, June 24, 1797; San Miguei
Arcangel, San Luis Obispo county, July 25, 1797; San Fernando Rey de
Espana. September 8, 1797; San Luis Rey de Francis, San Diego county,
June 13, 1798; Santa Ynez, Santa Barbara county, September 17, 1804; San
Rafael Arcangel, Marin county, December 14, 1817; San Francisco de Solano,
Sonoma county, August 25, 1823.

While the Franciscan missionaries here sowed the seed of civilization,
it cannot be said that the seed dropped on other than sterile ground—and
sterility, too, is a term foreign to California. Their voices went crying into
the wilderness to fall in stony places, stony hearts, and the colonization
scheme that was to shape the Indian into a militant part of the Spanish
kingdom only resulted in a string of churchly landmarks stretched along the
coast, more or less in ruins. Yet they tell a quaintly fascinating story, these
adobe piles that stand on the “Camino Real.” the Royal Road between the first
and the twenty-first of the missions. They were the stopping places on
that way—of seven hundred miles—that ran over llano and mesa, over piney
slopes and oaken meadows, along the sharp ridges and through dark canyons
northward, always northward. And the Padre Pathfinder, clasping the cross
to his breast, fearing that death would meet him on the perilous way, walked
over the sunlit hills where the oats tasseled at his corded waist and the
poppies dropped their golden petals on his sandaled feet, until the last
pioneer priest, Altimira, in Sonoma, the “Indian Valley of the Moon,” planted
the symbol of man’s salvation and called the wild tribes to prayer—“In
Nomine Patris.” '
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. CHAPTER II.

SPANISH CIVILIZATION MOVES SLOWLY.

After Portola’s accidental “look-in” through the open Golden Gate in
that early 1769, the Spanish colonization scheme moved slowly from its San,
Diego beginning. The padres did their part, teaching the aborigines to pray
and mold adobes, but the civil portion of the so-called civilization lingered—
slept at the missions, where the priests and their Indian converts had beef,
beans and wheat to sell or give—generally give. California was the last
accumulation, the last domain added to the vast empire-kingdom of that
monarch who was at once an emperor—Charles V of Germany—and a king—
Carlos I of Spain. He came to the German throne through his deceased
maternal grandfather, Maximilian, and while fighting in the Netherlands he
was lifted to the Spanish crown by the death of his paternal grandfather,
Ferdinand. Charles—or Carlos, whatever the reader may elect—was a good
fighter, a good churchman, and made things interesting for his political and
ecclesiastical opponents. As Henry VIII of England and Francis I of France
were defeated though not discouraged candidates for the imperial part of his
double office, and as Martin Luther at that period was shaking Europe with
the Reformation, the emperor-king had full opportunity to exercise his mili-
tant characteristics. But they wore him out in thirty years of battle, and,
resigning his crowns, he died in the peace and silence of a monastery. The
warlike qualities of his subjects kept him so busy that he did not see his
kingdom—then the greatest on earth—for years, and the maladministrations
of his six immediate successors further sent Spain on the downward road that
ended when her flag dropped in Cuba and the Philippines. In constant turmoil
at home, her far western possessions, Mexico and California, were left to
get along with only intermittent attention. Between Portola (1767) and
De Sola (1822) ten Spanish, appointees had more or less governed Alta
- California, but these easygoing soldiers of fortune had stayed pretty close
to the seashore. They found the pueblos of San Diego, Los Angeles, Santa
Barbara, Monterey and San Francisco more comfortable than the Indian-
infested inland. The work of civilizing the wilderness and incidentally raising
food and other luxuries for the government officials and their soldiers was
left to the mission padres and their native converts. These Franciscan
priests, when Charles had expelled the Jesuits from Spanish dominions,
accusing them of plotting against his crown, succeeded to the rights and
holdings of the deposed order on the Pacific. They also succeeded to the
“Pious Fund,” Which had been set apart for the support of the Jesuit mis-
sionaries in Lower California. This fund, grown to large dimensions and
withheld by the Mexican government, was returned to the church a few
years ago by a decision of The Hague. The Dominican order, however,
had demanded a share in the mission field, and Junipero Serra, president of
the Franciscans, looking over the sterile, uninviting hills of Baja California,
where the Jesuits had labored under such discouragements, was willing to
cede the whole peninsula to the other order. This Serra did, and the follow-
ing years find him with his co-workers building missions from San Diego
to Sonoma, seeking the soul-salvation of a savage who had more veneration
for a pot of “carne y frijoles” (beef and beans) which the good fathers cooked
than for cross and creed held up to his primitive mind. After the seizing of
the pious fund, then grown to $78,000, upon which Mexico had kept hungry
eyes for years, and the secularization of the mission property, the institution
went down and the great adobe chapels began to crumble back to their
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mother dust. The Spanish era was the “sleepy” period of California—the
slumber just before the grand awakening when “the Gringo came.” Of
course the different governors and comandantes frequently aroused them-
selves for family quarrels, in which there were generally more fluent talking
and letter writing than real fighting, but a few concessions and cheap compli-
ments brought peace—till the next row was due. Even when Mexico threw
off the voke of Spain in 1822 and had her own emperor, Iturbide. crowned
as “Agnstan I” for a few months, the change hardly rippled the placid surface
of this portion of the new Mexican empire. And when luckless Iturbide lay
dead hefore a file of Mexican soldiers, as did Maximilian, another emperor.
later on. the Californians quietly hauled down the new imperial standard and
as quietly hauled up the tricolor of the republic of Mexico. It was “‘on again,
off again” without any powder burned over the changes, in this ‘“manana
land.”
Did Not Love the Gringo.

Yet there was one question that drew these sons of Old Spain into
something like unity, and while it did not cement the aggregated mass, it
helped the Californians to present a considerable front to the common family
enemy. That question was the man from the “States,” the North American—
in contradistinction to the Mexican of the south. From their minimum ot
geographical knowledge they knew that the Great Wall of the Sierras stood
guard on their eastern border, and over those icy crests they desired no
immigrant should come. For generations Spain had seen her standards torn
and tossed on the English bayonets and her armadas go gurgling down in
the deep at the mere will of the invincible Albion, and no descendant of
Castile and Aragon cared to come in contact with even a branch of that mili-
tant race. Morcover, the eagle of America and his brother-bird of Mexico
were screaming warlike from shore to shore of the Rio Grande. and Texas
was preparing the way for a march to the ancient city of Montezuma. The
Spanish in California, with the purblindness which has been a distinct char-
acteristic of the race always, often carried their senseless antagonism to their
sole and more powerful neighbor to extreme length. They even desired to
annex themselves to any one of the European governments whose fleets were
hovering watchfully on this coast. They knew that it was the world’s belief -
that California was a logical part of the United States, and the Stars and
Stripes would wave on the Pacific beach whenever those color-bearers so
desired. So to these colonists plaving like children at state-building, galloping
their mustangs over vast hidden mineral and agricultural wealth, yet finding
it not, slumbering in a long siesta on the shore of a great waterway that was
to bring to their harbors—after their day—the cargoed riches of countless
argosies, it was anything but the hated “gringo.” It was this knowledge
that in 1842 hurried Commodore Jones with the U. S. Frigate United States
into Monterey, where he hoisted his flag, even if he did haul it down next
day, learning that General Taylor had not yet got his guns to working on
Santa Ana; and it was this knowledge four yvears afterwards that sent Com-
modore Sloat in the U. S. Steamship Savannah racing up the coast with the
British Frigate Collingwood, Admiral Sir George Sevmour, commanding, in
the speedy Yankce’s wake. War was on with Mexico and the good old
wooden ship Savannah, fit mother of the modern cruiser of steel, was out-
sailing her Britannic majesty, the Collingwood, and a state was the prize.
That was a glorious “ride” over the sea that merits a place in song with
the runs of Revere and Sheridan, for when Seymour got in port next day
Sloat’s ensign was over Monterey, and it has never come down.

The Lame Padre Junipero Serra.

From July 16, 1769, the day Junipero Serra founded his first Upper Cali-
fornia mission at San Diego, the Spanish colonists, if comparatively straggling
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bands of ill-clothed, poorly paid or no-paid soldiers, with occasional poverty-
stricken families, can be called colonists, began to settle along the fringe of
coast. This “wave of civilization” rolled sluggishly towards the north, led
always by the indefatigable lame parde, of whom Pope Clement said: “I
would that [ had more junipers like that one in my garden.” Under Serra’s
supervision mission after mission arose in the California vales until his body,
bereft of the flame of a life-zeal. lay dead in the church of El Carmelo. In
1817 the Mission San Rafael was established, the beautiful Marin valley
chosen for an establishment to relieve the poor, unselisupporting Mission
Dolores in San Francisco. This brings the reader along the chain of missions
whose links measure seven hundred miles and whose walls were a half century
in the building, until he stands at the door of the twenty-first and the last—
San Francisco de Solano, at Sonoma.

CHAPTER III.
THE APPEARANCE OF THE RUSSIANS.

A decade previous to the establishment of the Spaniards north of San
Francisco, the appearance of the Russians on the California coast for a time
threatened to bring another portion of Europe to the new world. But with
this people it was more a question of sca-otters than of sca-shores, and after
they had hunted out the furry herds, they sold out and sailed away. This
nightmare of invasion came early to the sleeping Spanish. In 1792—two
hundred and thirteen years after Drake’s day—Captain George Vancouver,
another wandering Englishman, came spying out the land. Ile visited Yerbha
Buena, and was hospitably received, but he quietly ignored any prior claim
to the territory. Noting that the country was an easy prey for anybody who
cared to possess it, he advised his government to grab the entire domain.
Great Britain just at that propitious time was trying to keep out of the great
French Revolution, though occasionally taking a shot at Ilolland and at
Spain nearer home. Also she was out of money, and the Bank of England had
suspended specie payments. Moreover, she latelv came out of the contlict
with her rebellious colonies on the Atlantic seaboard second best. and she
had no strong desire to get into a fresh fight just then so near the truculent
Yankees. Otherwise, it is probable that a British fleet would have made
short work of corralling the Spanish settlements along the coast, and California
might have become a sister province of Canada. After Vancouver’s departure
there was an effort made to prepare for these “foreigners.” Plans for port
fortifications were adopted, one of which points was Bodega. Since 1775,
when Lieutenant Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra, of the Spanish navy,
explored the bay and gave a portion of his considerable name to the place,
the Yerba Buena comandantes had apparently forgotten the discovery.
A military road was projected along the Marin county coast and a battery
of four guns was menacing the world from the Sonoma shore. But this
wakeful spell was brief. The military road rcached the dignity of a sheep-
trail and the guns gathered rust for a few months and were hauled back to
Yerba Buena. Spain had her constant trouble at home, where the European
states were busy with one another. No more dangerous foreigners appearing
in the vicinity, California was left to sleepily work out her destiny.

Love Unlocks the Golden Gate.

While the otters led the Russians to Bodega bay and Fort Ross, these
Alaskan colonists had previously visited this portion of the coast. Yet in
both cases their coming was more accident than design. In Sitka during those
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early times food—even for a Russian—was a problem indeed. and the principal
freight-route across Siberia or by sea was long and arduous. April 5, 1806,
Count Nicholi Petrovich Razanoff, the governor of Alaska, sailed into Yerba
Buena, his ship loaded with articles for trade and his crew afflicted with
scurvy. His first reception was neither cordial nor commercial, the peculiar
trade restrictions of the Spaniards prohibiting intercourse with foreigners,
although the people and padres needed the goods. Razanoff could have
bought for cash, as the Spanish port regulations did not taboo Russian gold,
but unfortunately he was without the coin of any realm. His country-
people in Sitka were growing hungrier every hour and the stupid Spanish were
holding the breadstutfs he so wanted. Then love—who laughs at locksmiths—
unlocked the port of San Francisco. The Count. dancing attendance on
Comandante Jose Argucllo, trying to work that official into a more commer-
cial attitude, met Donna Concepcion Arguello, and the old, old drama of
the heart was played. The Dbeautiful California girl took up the work
that diplomacy had dropped. She consented to marry her noble Russian
lover, and the stern Don was not proof against the coaxing of his daughter.
Neither was Governor Arrillaga, at Montcerey, for it seems that this fascinating
Espanol-Americano had her own way in both the capital and the chiel port of
the territory. When Razanoff sailed with his new cargo for Alaska he parted
from Concepcion forever, for on his way across Siberia to St. DPetersburg,
where he was to get the royal permission of the Czar to wed the Spanish girl,
he was thrown from his horse. Before fully recovering from his injuries he
attempted to complete the journey, but from a relapse he died on the road.
It was years before Concepcion, waiting at San Francisco., learned of his
death. She then joined the order of the Sisters of Visitation, and after a
long life devoted to noble work, died at Benicia. Bret Ilarte, the California
poet, has placed in tender verse this historical page of a woman’s waiting years,
when :

“Long beside the deep embrasures, where the brazen cannon are,
Did she wait her promised bridegroom and the answer of the Czar;
Watched the harbor-head with longing, half in faith and half in doubt;
Every day some hope was kindled, flickered, faded and went out.”

Settlements at Bodega and Fort Ross.

As he passed up the coast, hurrying his shipload of food home to his
hungry countrymen at Sitka, and also hurrying himself to a meeting with
the emperor which meant so much to him, Razanoff’s mind was not so taken
up with thoughts of the pretty Spanish girl he was leaving that he did not
notice that Spain had some localities along the Sonoman shore quite suitable
for Russian colonies; much more so than the wintry north. While strolling
with the fair Concepcion along the bay-beach at San I‘rancisco, he had noted
how weak were the fortifications and how few were the “brazen cannon”
her father commanded. In fact, the Spanish never at any time had enough
power in California to resist the attack of a single foreign ship of war. Only
a special brand of luck, also that there was then plenty of unoccupied country
for other land-grabbing nations, also because the incalculable value of this
territory was a totally unknown quantity to the world, permitted Spain to
possess California as long as she did. The Russians noted that the waters
of this coast were teeming with marketable possibilities, especially sea-otter,
the fur of which was extremely valuable. Nor was Count Razanoff the first
to notice this harvest of the sea awaiting the hunter, for two years previous a
sharp-eyed Yankee skipper, Captain Joseph O’Cain, in the vessel the O’Cain,
had done considerable pelt poaching here, to be followed three vears later
by Captain Jonathan Winship in the same vessel, employed by the Alaska
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Fur Company. Notwithstanding Governor Arrillaga issued strongly-worded
pronunciamentos against illicit and contraband trade with foreigners, and
against equally lawless hunting and fishing in Spanish waters, their vessels
were constantly hovering around the Farralone islands and Bodega bay,
and finding excuses to anchor in ports near the missions. In fact, it is
remarkable how often these sly skippers ran out of fresh water or food or
were in urgent need of repairs. The Spanish officials doubtless made efforts
to carry out the government instructions, but the articles the courteous
visitors had to sell or give away were too tempting. That peculiar commercial
characteristic now known as “graft” must have been equally known in those
simple days “before the Gringo came.” Possibly the previous removal of
the four-gun battery from Bodega in a measure caused the reluctance
of the Spanish comandantes to obey home-orders. And the universally
known fact that bribery shoots farther than cannon had much to do with the
stay of the Russians on the coast. Early in 1811 Alexander Kuskoff sailed
into Yerba Buena, and not enjoying his reception, in high dudgeon sailed
out again. He stopped at Bodega bay and, still smarting from the insult,
real or imaginary, annexed the whole territory to the Russian crown, naming
it Roumiantzof. Ile noticed a large stream of water flowing into the ocean
and called it Slavianki. These euphonious titles passed away with the
“squatters,” as General Vallejo always called them, but the river retained
the name of “Russian.”

First Real Estate Deal.

These pioneer squatters were more practical than the Spanish. They
treated the Indians kindly and showered gifts upon the local chiefs, and went
through the form of buying the territory they had taken possession of. There
is no likelihood that Kuskoff was modest in the acreage of the land-present
which he sliced out of Spanish dominion for the Czar. as it is known that
Russian surveyors passed through the Santa Rosa and Russian river valleys.
They ascended Mount St. Helena, leaving a copper plate on that grand land-
mark inscribed with the date of the visit, and what is more important, the
name- of the Princess Helena, wife of Count Rotscheff, commanding officer of
Fort Ross. a small port some eighteen miles above Bodega. But whether the
big ranch was within the area now known as Bodega township, with or with-
out other townships added, old records show dimly. However—and another
credit to the Slavonians—here is the only instance where the original owners
of California lands were ever paid for anything. The price gladly accepted
by the Indians, according to statements made in later years, was three pairs
of breeches, three hoes, two axes and four strings of beads. Certainly this
early valuation of land was not a boom figure, but it must be remembered
that California soil was figuratively and literally rated “dirt cheap” in those
days preceding the dawn of the more modern real estate man with his florid lit-
erature. But this peculiar purchase had its long, long day in court, as it passed
to Captain John A. Sutter for $30,000, finally to William Muldrew for about
one-fifth of that amount, and for years clouded the land titles from Tomales
bay to Cape Mendocino. “Pie de Palo” (Foot of Wood), as the Spaniards
derisively called Kuskoff because of his wooden leg, remained at Bodega
seven or eight months, making good use of his time, notwithstanding the
warlike protests from Yerba Buena. With his twenty Russians and fifty
Kadiac Indians he secured two thousand otter skins worth in the world’s
market at that period nearly $100 apiece, and built a large storehouse on
Bodega point. While the Russian farmers are noted the world over for crude
workmanship, Kuskoff’s agriculturists around Bodega which he had formed
out of his fur hunters seemed to have done well. He built a commodious
farmhouse at Bodega Corners and put under cultivation considerable grain
land.



26 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

A Two-Gun Chapel.

On his return to Sitka with his rich cargo of skins and equally rich
accounts of the mild summer spent at Roumiantzof, Count Baranof, the
Russian chamberlain, was easily persuaded to found a permanent settlement
on the California coast. As Russia and Spain were then as much at peace
with each other as was possible in those stormy dayvs, it is quite possible that
the Russian official was acting under sccret instructions from St. Petersburg.
As the Slav visitors at Yerba Buena had used their eves around the poor
fortifications of that port, the imperial government had little regard for
Spanish objection, and was fully advised of Spain’s inability to defend her
dominions against invasion. A place on the scashore about eighteen miles
north of Bodega, called by the Indians “Mad-shui-nui,” was selected. Of
course the newcomers had their “tribal” name. but the one they gave the settle-
ment, “Kostromitinof,” was too burdensome for the general usage of the
time. The Spaniards called it “Tuerte de los Rusos” (Fort of the Russians).
and this finally evolved to Fort Ross. Knowing the possibility of a hostile
visit from the Spaniards or their allies. the Indians, the Russians built
strongly and well. With a rude sawmill they got out lumber from the nearby
redwood forest and erected a high stockade on the bluff overlooking the
ocean. This enclosure, a rectangle containing about two acres, was at once
a village and a fort, and the ingenious construction of its walls and bastions
showed the frontier skill of this sturdy, self-sustaining people. The stockade
was of thick planks, the lower ends mortised into heavy timbers placed under-
ground, and the upper ends of these boards or slabs, twelve feet above, were
again mortised, every mortise being keved with a wooden peg. Two angles
of the wall were further protected with octagonal bastions twenty-four feet

diameter and two stories high, and built of hewed redwood lncrs strongly
fastened together, and the whole covered with a conical roof. At one of the
angles was the Greck Catholic chapel thirty-one feet long and twenty-five
feet wide. As two of its walls were a part of the enclosure walls, they were
strongly constructed and were portholed for cannon. as was the entire
stockade. It must have been inspiring to the Spanish envoys. when atteading
divine service with the Russian officers, to see those guns before the altar
devoted to the worship of the Prince of Peace. their muzzles pointed towards
Yerba Buena and ready for business, even when the owners of the battery
were professing brotherly affection for their visitors, and which profession
the visitors knew was only entertainment provided by their diplomatic hosts.
Two domes surmounted this church, one circular and the other pentagonal.
A chime of bells called the farmers from the fields and the hunters from the
sca at matin and vesper time. The chapel, also the large and roomy barracks
building constructed within the fort, long withstood the ravages of the vears
and the neglect of the subscquent occupants of the place. The barracks.
which had likely only been used by the officers of the fur company, is still
the residence of the owner, but the church, before the earthquake completed
its ruin, was in turn a grain storchouse and hay barn. The location from
a military view was an admirable selection, as the ten and afterwards twenty
guns of the fort commanded not only the land approaches to the town, but
protected the shipping in the little harbor. which was itself a cozy cove lying
under a high northern shore, a defense against the fierce storms sweeping
down the coast. September 10—or August 30, according to the Russian
calendar, which was then cleven davs behind the almanacs of other nations—
1812, they formally celebrated the founding of their settlement with gun
salutes, mass and feasting.
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CHAPTER 1V.
A LONG-DISTANCE CONFLICT.

The comandante at San Francisco promptly notified Governor Arrillaga
at Monterey of this invasion of Spanish territory. The document, flaming
with indignation, was transmitted to the viceroy at Mexico, who, with
additional fiery comments, passed the package on to Madrid. After an inter-
minable stage-wait, the answer and order would start westward, and after
long stops at Mexico and Monterey would reach San Francisco, but the paper
would breathe business. “Drive the Rusos into the sea!” would be the royal
mandate, but as this would have been too big a contract for the Spanish in
California, the pen, in this case, if not mightier, was safer than the sword;
so the two parties at issue put in the time letter-writing, and while the matter
was a serious one to the official scribes, there is a flavor of humor around
that correspondence which the years do not stale. After the Russian com-
mander at Fort Ross received the fierce Madrid ultimatum he would send it
through the chamberlain at Sitka to the Czar. There are many, many versts
of sea and Siberian plain between Ross and St. Petersburg, and Russia would
be farther behind the calendar before the emperor’s answer would reach his
“faithful Kuskoff,” who, whatever the outward nature of the paper, could
readily read between the lines—“Hold the Fort!” While these polished
diplomats were sparring for time and unreeling leagues of red-tape that
stretched from Madrid to St. Petersburg via intermediate points, the Russian
colonists were busy, and under their industry the new place thrived and grew
by leaps and bounds. Much of the level land around the fort was put under
cultivation, and, in fact, during the warmest part of the letter-war that threat-
ened to plunge the coast into conflict these pioneer farmers of Sonoma were
placidly sending to San Francisco in vessels of their own building, grain and
vegetables of their own growing, lumber of their own sawing and leather of
their own tanning. Fruit trees and berry vines procured from elsewhere bore,
and were in that early day the commencement of the great acreage of orchard
and vineyard that add so materially to the harvest wealth of the county.
The home-made burrs of their gristmills, run by windmills, are among the
historic relics of Bodega and Ross. The Indians of the neighboring ranche-
rias were utilized for labor in the fields, while the Alaskans of the colony were
used in the hunting and fishing. A little coaxing, a tiny drink of brandy and
an insignificant wage made the Digger a passable workman. Moreover, the
Russians took wives from out of the Indian camps, an officer legally per-
forming the marriage services (when no chaplain was attached to the post)
in the little Greek chapel, whenever the high contracting parties desired the
blessing of “book and bell.” These social and matrimonial alliances were
of course confined to the rank and file of the company, as some of the officers
brought out their wives from Russia to cheer the faraway exile. The Russian,
who is said to be a Tartar below the skin-surface, and who is a fractional
savage generally, was apparently more skillful in handling neighbor barbarians
than were the more civilized Spaniards. The final abandonment of Ross was
wholly voluntary on the part of the Russians. They had cleaned the fur-
bearing game off the coast; moreover, the imperial government had agricul-
tural lands near home. Consequently, as peaceful as was their coming, they

hastened away, leaving fort, village, farms, the shipping in the little harbor
and the mounds in the graveyard extending east and west—on the parallel of
latitude—as Russia buries her dead.
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Sutter Moves the Fort.

Immediately after the evacuation of Ross, early in 1842, Sutter loaded his
new schooner with movables, including the guns, which he might find useful
at New Helvetia should the Californians conclude to make him an armed
visit. His well-fortified adobe fort had always been practically a place of
refuge to the Americans, and his kindness to the footsore immigrants trailing
down the western slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains made his loyalty to
the Mexican government a matter of some doubt. It is likely the captain’s
diplomacy and the rifles of his North American hunters, who could shoot true
and far, had much to do with the toleration of New Ilclvetia. One of the
guns removed from Ross is a history-maker in itself. It was a brass four-
pounder cast in St. Petersburg, and first saw active service when Napoleon
was whipping the allied forces under the sinking sun at Austerlitz. Though
the Russians lost sixty pieces of cannon to the terrible Corsican in that
famous battle, this gun was among the few saved. Sutter mounted the piece
on the walls of his fort, but when he marched south with his company to
help Fremont whip Castro, that fighting Californian took it away from him
at the battle of Couenga. It was afterwards recaptured by the American
forces and returned to Sutter, who presented it to the Society of California
Pioneers. The famous gun of two hemispheres received its last baptism of
fire when it and its kindred relics went down in the flames that swept San
Francisco, April, 1906. With Sutter, as aids in that conflict, were General
John Bidwell, afterwards of Chico, and Major Ernest Rufus, who in turn were
in charge at Fort Ross. The schooner, which Sutter rechristened “Sacra-
mento,” doubtless finding her Slavonian name unpronounceable even for his
cosmopolitan tongue, became a historical character before she went to the
graveyard of ships. She passed through a wreck or two on the coast and the
river whose name she bore, and passed it on to a street and wharf in San
Francisco ere she went out of commission for all time.

Introducing Solano County.

As an introduction to the history of Solano county. the writer takes up
in part the story of the state—a grand narrative, marching county by county
towards the north. Sonoma may be said to start the second half of California’s
colonial history, San Francisco and the great central bays being practically
the division. By “Sonoma” is here meant not the county of that name, but
the great tract of territory spreading from the Pacific to the Sacramento,
gathering in Napa, Solano and Yolo, also large slices of [Lake and Mendocino.
General Vallejo’s government, when he was appointed to the command of
the “Department of the Northern Frontier,” gave him official control of this
vast acreage and made him a land-baron indeed. This middle zone of the
state has a story as distinct as the five distinct epochs marked on its page.
Indian, Spaniard, Russian, Mexican, American—the invincible “gringo”—
with the ubiquitous Englishman hovering near, has in turn worked out his
role on this stage of the continent. The primitive aborigine, faltering in the
first steps of a new civilization, saw the soldiers of Castile’s knightly king
with sword and cross move over these waters and valleys, stamping their
monarch’s signet into the land that had been the Indians’ land since the day
the Supreme signed the title deeds. Then the bearded boyars of the Ro-
manoff appeared out of the north and planted the two-headed eagle of their
sovereign and the double-beam symbol of their faith on the sea-cliffs of Ross,
and the crosses of Spain and Russia shone at once through the twilight of a
Christian civilization dawning over these shores. They, too, passed—the
Castilian back along the track Columbus charted across the sea, and the
Moscovian into white wastes of his north. Then came the officials of the
nearby republic that was reared upon the red ruins of the Aztec, to rule and
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wrangle for a while, and cease to be, swept away by the irresistible Saxon.
And finally the Indian turned from the successive coming and going to go
before the last and fittest.

Alta California Drifts to the Gringo.

Thus in the drama of Las Californias is seen this portion of the territory
claimed in turn by a kingdom, an empire, a2 kingdom, an empire (Iturbide’s
in Mexico), a republic (Mexico), a republic (United States). The Californians,
weary of their Mexican governors, frequently resolved themselves into a
“free state,” and then wandered out again when some smooth politician came
along with a brass band and a softly worded pronunciamento. The Bear
Flag independencia was without national or official sanction, and the strongest
argument for its existence was down in the barrels of its thirty-three rifles,
but it foreshowed the coming of a new order that was to vitalize the
Pacific seaboard. The hoisting at Sonoma of the banner of the grizzly—
softly passant, or mildly regardant, to apply a heraldic term—over the last
Mexican subject and the last Spanish mission, was well timed. It arose to
mark the hour when the Republic of California would quietly annex herself
to the Great Republic of North America. Spain’s first—and best—claim had
long gone glimmering; England’s rights by reason of Drake’s flying visit to
this coast had lapsed—beyond the hope of the most sanguine and ardent
litigant; Russia barred herself from even the pleasures of litigation when
she sold the Fort Ross junk to Captain John A. Sutter for $30.000—about three
hundred per cent more than it was worth—the captain was a poor trader;
the Mexican empire didn’t live long enough to learn that it claimed anything
in California, and the Mexican republic was too busy handling its home
revolutions; moreover, Madre Mexicana was gradually growing weary with
the antics of her disobedient and troublesome nina, Alta California. The old
sefiora was almost willing to let the daughter go—providing she did not go
to the “malditos gringos.” And that was the young woman's true destination,
her final landing place—Kismet!

CHAPTER V.
LIFE IN THE SLEEPY MANANA DAYS.

This portion of California’s history may be called a story of the prepara-
tion for the coming of the gringo. The American in Mexic lands early
received this title, and its origin being favorable, he accepted it. During this
period the ballad, “Green Grow the Rushes, O!” was in the zenith of popu-
laritv. and all English speakers were a-warble. The Mexicans caught the
constant “green-grow” of the refrain and handed it back as “gringo.” The
secularization of the missions may be said to have been a part of this prepa-
ration—in fact, no phase or feature of the California mission system could
be tolerated out of a crude, sleepy, Mexican day that was always “till tomor-
row.” And Spain—well, Spain was an infliction on the western hemisphere,
notwithstanding Columbus, Jsabella and the “Pinta.” And yet Spain, being
here, did well. The world looking over her blunders, her ruins, may see
amid the debris of what was once her grandeur gleams of something that
should be marked “good.” The “well” she did was in pointing the way
into the unknown. True, she used the sword—her knightly sword—turned
and tempered in the test that was supposed to try the metal of the sword
and the valor of the knight. With the trooper went the priest, and his cross
was for he healing of the soldier’s wounds. It may be that the steel cut
too decp and too quick for the ministrations of the other instrument—as
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noted in the propagandas of Pizarro and Cortes; but the cowled warrior
of Castile and Aragon among the savage peoples of the new world, was yet
the invincible Spaniard when the military manhood of Spain was dying.

Heavy Adobe Architecture.

But the mother-country seemed to understand her simple people, and she
selected for them just what they nceded. A hecavy political organization
would have crushed them: so she gave them a government tempered with
maternalism, gave them burdens easyv to be borne, and often failed to note and
correct their faults. Possibly this lack of supervision made revolutions so
frequent and popular in Spanish-America. The adobe in which these colo-
nists housed themselves was not a thing of exquisite beautv—in fact, it was
not anything but a structure exceedingly ugly; but it was easily built and
comfortable when occupied. There was no ornamentation without or within,
but little variety, and while every man was his own architect and builder, he
architected and built like his neighbor. Some of the mission churches were
grand and imposing, while others, like the heavy dwellings of the people
around them, were massed-up outside of every known rule of architecture.
The Indian gencrally was the builder. Tle soon learned to cast these big
clumsy mud-bricks, drying them in the sun. first on one side and then on
the other, then mud-plastering the hard cakes into walls. He was a fairly
good workman—fairly good for that California day, and not difficult to herd
onto his job. Plenty of carne when the vaqueros rode in with a fat steer,
and a little vino from the mission vineyard to wash it down. He never struck
for more wages, because he never got any. The white man who taught him
a new tongue took care that the word “wages” didn’t get into it. Probably
he was as well off herded with the other livestock of the haciendas as he
would have been running free and rounding up the sprightly grasshopper on
the golden summer hills. From dirt-floor to tile-roof in the big houses there
was so little wood or any combustible that the fire insurance business was
the last thing that got over the mountains into California; and a full-fledged,
active agent would have been considered fit for treason, stratagem and spoils.
Only the aristocrats could indulge in board-floors. A description of the
gubernatorial mansion in Monterey in 1814 says it was floored in wood; its
front door was rawhide and wooden-barred windows let in the sunshine and
air. The front and upper story, if la casa had such. were the quarters for the
don and his family, which was generally a large one; and the other parts of
the hacienda were for the ranch herders, house servants and the retainers
and hangers-on around the place. These latter were Indians, mixed-breeds
and world-tramps of an unknown moral quality.

Tortillas and Carne For Everybody.

The Spanish-Californian was kind to his pensioners. Doubtless often
in their quantity and uselessness he found them a never-ending nuisance, but
while he had a league of rancho left or a head of cattle straying over it he
shared it with them. The wheat lands did not then produce as they did later
under the plow of the gringo, but there were plenty of tortillas—thin cakes
beaten into shape by hand and baked before the fire. and eaten at every meal.
Out under a convenient tree, in the clear, dry air, where it would keep fresh
until the knife got it all, hung the carcass of beef, and when that was gone
to the chile con carne pot. there would be more among the wild oats out on
the hills. Beans—the pabulum of the Bostonese and the proletariat—was the
chief of the rancho vegetable garden, and the gaudy red pepper—never absent
from any table or dish of the time and place—grew between the rows.
Coffee (when the ships brought it in) and wine (in the Sonoma and Santa
Clara valleys where the grapes grew) were for the padre’s table, and water,
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generally, for the rest.  While the plains were covered with cattle, milk and

butter were almost unknown on a Californian’s bill-of-fare. It was the enter-
prising Yankce who went into the dairy business here with the cow. Some
of the missions had orchards hedged by willows and cactus. but tree-culture
had little part in-the early civilization of the country. Shade-trees, except
the alamedas along the roads leading to the churches or places of public resort,
were not in favor. In those davs, when the noble oaks, the madrona or mother-
tree. the peerless redwood and pine, the classic laurel, the wide-leafed maple
and other princely growths made California a great natural garden, artificial
planting was not necessary. That was to come when the axe and saw got
well into the work of destruction among our groves—“God’s first temples.”

Simple Civic Governments.

A civic government in Spanish dominion was simply and wisely handled.
It consisted of the ayuntamiento (junta) or council, and its members were
one or two alcaldes (mayors or judges). two or four regidores (councilmen)
and a procurador-syndico (treasurer). The alcaldes were the presidents of
the council. The syndico was not only the custodian of the pueblo coin, but
was tax-collector, city attorney and a number of other useful and industrious
things—for all of which he got no salary. The care of the town moncy
was generally the lightest of his official duties, as taxation and expenditure
were in constant competition for the lowest point. Most all the cooking was
done in outdoor kitchens, or in ovens, consequently there were no flues or
chimneys in the walls to keep the fire department busy. The water utility was
a well in the plaza, where the sefioras met with their ollas or water-jars, and
the street lighting consisted of a lantern hung before the door from twilight
to bedtime—or until the candle burned out. Street work was confined to
occasional digging or shoveling before one’s own premises. No member of
the ayuntamiento was salaried—the office in those days sought the man, and
held him after it found him. And as he was a sturdy old don, inclined to keep
the municipal coin-sack tied up with a rawhide riata, there was no civic
grafting in those adobe pueblos “before the gringo came.” The few soldiers
or a volunteer unpaid night-watch did the policing of the town. While the
word “pueblo” is usually applied to a town or village. the area of an official
pueblo was four square Spanish leagues. or about twenty-seven square miles
in square or rectangular form. The lands were laid out in town lots, grain
lands, public pasture lands, vacant commons, municipal lands (the rental of
which went to defray public expenses) and unappropriated royal lands, also
used for raising revenue. As under Mexican domination in California no tax
was 'evied on land and improvements, the municipal funds of the pueblos
were obtained from revenues on wine and brandy; from the licenses of saloons
and other business houses; from the tariff on imports; from ball and dance
permits ; from the tax on bullrings and cockpits; and petty court fines. Then
men paid for their vice and pleasure and the money was put to good use.
The following from Professor J. M. Guinn’s excellently written California
history, from which this writer has obtained many paragraphs of valuable
information, will give an idea of municipal economy in the anti-golden times:

No Tax-Paying, No Tax-Stealing.

“In the early ’40s the city of Los Angeles claimed a population of two
thousand, yet the municipal revenues rarely exceeded $1,.000 a year. With this
small amount the authorities ran a city government and kept out of debt.
But it did not cost much to run a city then. There was no army of high-
salaried officials with a horde of political heelers quartered on the munici-
pality and fed from the public crib at the expense of the tax-payer. Politicians
may have been no more honest then than now, but where there was nothing
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'to steal there was no stealing. The alcaldes and other city fathers put no
temptation in the way of the politicians, and thus they kept them reasonably
honest. Or at least they kept them from plundering the tax-payers by the
simple expedient of having no tax-payers.”

N

CHAPTER VL
NO PONDEROUS JUDICIARY NEEDED.

The judiciary was as simple as the legislative. Among the Spanish
pioneers of Alta California there were few breaches of law and hardly any
crime. The courts weighed the old, old questions of right and wrong. and
not the verbal formation of a law term. and Spanish justice was not lost
under American technicalities. There were few law libraries in California,
and written statutes were yet in the future. Minor offenses and actions
involving less than $100 were examined and decided by the alcalde, while
cases of more weight or importance were passed up to the district or supreme
courts. Either party could demand a jury, and as this body of three or five
persons was always picked from the best and most intelligent citizens of the
pueblo, the case went through the court unhampered by wrangling lawvers
and.archaic rules of procedure. The jurisdiction of an ayuntamiento might
be confined to a small village or a county, and its authority was often as
extensive as its jurisdiction. Its members, serving without pay, were liable
to fine for non-attendance, and resignations were dlfﬁcult Even under the
government of a Spanish king. three-quarters of a century ago, California had
the referendum. When a question of importance was before the ayvunta-
miento, and there was a division of opinion, the alarma publica bell was rung
and every citizen gathered immediately at the assembly hall. Those who
failed without reason were fined $3. Then and there the public, by the simple
raising of hands, voted and decided the question. Some of the town ordinances
were unique, but seem to have filled the bill, even though they often appeared
to regulate the social as well as the civic functions of the pueblo. From
an old municipal record it may be rcad that “all individuals serenading pro-
miscuously around the streets of the city at night without first having
obtained permission from the alcalde will be fined $1.50 for the first offense,
$3 for the second offense, and for the third punished according to law.” That
third punishment must have been too fierce for expression in a municipal
ordinance. A Los Angeles ordinance threatened: “Every person not having
any apparent occupation in this city or its jurisdiction is hereby ordered to
look for work within three days. counting from the day this ordinance is
published; if not complied with he will be fined $2 for the first offense. $4
for the second offense, and will be given compulsory work for the third.” Tt is
evident these old-time city fathers intended to he severe in tramp-treatment,
but it would be a snnple -minded vagrant of any age that could not dodge
those penalties. Just “keep a-lookin’ " and no fine, no work. Some of these
judicial alcaldes, many of them Americans, frequently handed down judg-
ment as rare as the finding of an eastern cadi.

A Wise Alcalde.

A Sonoma woman complained to the alcalde that her husband, who was
something of a musician, persisted in serenading another woman, and his
honor ordered the accused into court. There was nothing in the city ordi-
nances touching the playing of musical instruments, but the wise judge looked
beyond the law and saw the fellow and his guitar at the disposal of the wrong
woman, and he trusted that inspiration would lead him to an equitable adjust-
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ment of the matter. The man was sternly directed to play for the court the
air that -he had played for the too-fascinating sefiora, and after he had
nervously done so was fined $2 by the very wise and critical judge on the
ground that music so poor could only be a disturbance of the pcace. Occa-
sionally the padres got into the city ordinances measures tinctured like unto
Connecticut. Monterey in 1816 had a blue law which ordered that “all
persons must attend mass and respond in a loud voice, and if any persons
should fail to do so without good cause they will be put in the stocks for
threce hours.” It is presumable that the good father found the attendance
at church dropping off and took this means of reminding the unfaithful of
their backslidings. However, there is no record that any of them ever got
into the stocks, or found the parishional regulations unreasonably severe.
Tenacious of their ecclesiastical authority, and constantly clashing with the
military, who were not loath to start “an argument,” the Spanish priests main-
tained a very mild and often vague spiritual dominion over the Californians.
Possibly a place where nature casts her gifts so lavishly, and where heaven
sends a benediction in every sun-ray and rain-drop cannot be governed with
church-charts. These padres, in their strong opposition to a non-Roman
Catholic society, laid the ban of the church on marriage between foreigners
and native women. But dogma was no barrier to the pioneer American when
he found one of the many comely seforitas willing to annex him to the
Republic of Mexico and to her fair self. Generally the local pastor was
willing to baptize the new convert and then marry him to his new wife, but
occasionally something would appear to delay the “voking of the daughters
of the land with unbelievers,” or at least with husbands whose new faith
possessed more sentiment than spirituality.

Society During the Easy Spanish Era.

While in officialdom change followed change, often with remarkable
rapidity for a people of such characteristic slowness, down in the rank and
file of California there was “never any hurry.” Within the big adobes there
was the same roominess, the same simplicity in furnishings, and on the
great ranchos the same old slipshod methods from year to year. The rough
table, a few rawhide-bottom chairs, a bench or two along the wall, in the
bedrooms chests for the family finery, a rude shrine or a cheap picture of the
family saint—these were the general arrangements of the dwellings from
San Diego to Sonoma. While the Spaniard, and all his race, was dressy, he
was loath to change the style of his fine feathers, consequently the grand-
father’s hat or coat could pass through the thiad generation. “Fashion” was
one fever the early Californian did not have. That small vanity came in with
the American. Yet they dressed well, and often richly; sometimes a don
would be arrayed in $1.000 worth of apparel—a princely sum and suit for that
day. Iis shirt would be silk beautifully embroidered, a white jaconet cravat
tied in a tasteflil bow, a blue damask vest and over this a bright green cloth
jacket with large silver buttons. Up to 1834 he would be wearing the knee
breeches or short clothes of the last century, but after that he would be clad
in the calzoneras the later colonists brought from Mexico. These were long
pantaloons, with outside seam open throughout the length of each leg. and
on these seam-cdges were worked ornamental buttonholes. In some cases
the calzoneras were sewn from hip to middle of thigh. and in others buttoned
or laced with silk cord. From the middle of the thigh downward the leg
was covered by the bota or leggin. The Spanish gentleman wore no sus-
penders, but around his waist and over the pantaloons was the beautiful silken
sash, the most picturesque article of dress the world over, and this could
alwayvs be seen under the ornamental short jacket. Embroidered shoes or
slippers for his feet, and a black silk handkerchief, gracefully tied, covered his

2
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head. A wide-rim, high-peak sombrero, often richly and heavily ornamented
with silver chains or braid. was the hat of this gaudy grandee. For an
outer garment was the serapa, the common cloak of the Mexicana, ranging
from cheap cotton and coarse serge to the costliest silk and the finest French
broadcloth. It was really a square picce of cloth with a hole in the middle,
through which the wearer stuck his head, and this hanging over the shoulders
and down the body as far as the knees made a useful as well as graceful
article of clothing.
Ever Charming Latin Women.

All the world over there is no woman who can wear her clothing so
well as the ever graceful daughter of Spain. She may have only the simple
chemisette and skirt, but the combination is becoming, and there is enough
lace. embroidery, silk and satin, flounces and drapery and brilliant color for
the completion of the charming picture. A silk or cotton roboso or mantilla
dropping from the brow is the outer garment, and velvet or blue satin shoes
are on her fect. The women of the Latin race. whether they hail from Genoa
or Andalusia, alone of the world’s sisterhood, have learned how to wear the
hair—and that is without any covering. Hence the Californianne of the
last century wore her black braids free of the hat or bonnet of the present
day, and her comeliness has not been improved upon. ler general attrac-
tiveness and her part in the social destiny of this territory are but a thought,
and the Americans who wedded the daughters of the land found a pleasing
cure for the loneliness and other ills of bachelordom. These natives made
good wives, devoted to their pioneer homes, and good mothers to their large
families. \Whether the foreigner came from LEurope or the United States,
over the Sierras or from the Columbia river country. or by the broad ocean
to the westward, if he showed a disposition to settle down to home-building,
he soon found a yvoung woman favorable to the project, and also a large
segment of her father’s big rancho for experimental ground. And as the
Mexican don for years had been tending away from the narrowness and the
intolerant aristocracy of Spain to the broad democracy of the North American,
he generally approved of his young daughter’s choice.

CHAPTER VII.
TWO GENERATIONS OF SLUMBER.

From 1775 to 1835 the Pacific rim of this hemisphere slipped through
sixty years—two generations—of peace. LEurope passed from war to war,
and the Atlantic seaboard trembled in the reverberation of hostile guns.
California was too young and too far away and too little khown, and her
people between her mountains and her sea, left alone, eddied out of the
great world's current. Their activities were the activitics of children—a
racial inheritance—and they were careless and free. They were fond of the
fandangos, always ready for a dance, and made the most of their religious
holidays with bull-fights and bear-baitings. Many of them were ex-soldiers,
dead to the art of war and alive to the excitement of the cattle ranchos.
Except in occasional official salutes, the old cannon on the presidio walls
were silent and rusted from lack of use. The ex-mission Indians hanging
around on the ranchos could be hired or cajoled into doing the little labor
of the establishments, and this left the people in general idleness. The only
dissipation they had, however, was gambling, and this was almost universal
with both sexes and classes. Monte was the favorite card game, but any-
thing that had in it the element of chance would be bet on. They accepted
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their good fortune without any lively demonstrations of joy, and their losses
with their characteristic childishness of mind, evidently caring only for the
gaming and not- for the winning. On Sunday afternoons, devotions being
ended, some gay festivity was in order. With the broad, rich plains crowded
with cattle more or less wild, the fleet horse was necessary, consequently
there were few such riders in the world. However, that was before the day
of that human centaur, the American cowboy. Wild horses, though every
one had his claimant, scoured the leagues of fenceless lands, and those that
were accounted tame would seem to any other people unbroken. Connection
between points was generally by horse or pack mules, and the road was
over the “pony-trail.” When a don set out on a long journey, frequently he
took a servant and a drove of horses with him, and as one horse wearied
under the saddle another was made to bear the burden. In this way a rider
could daily put long distances behind him. Often the weary or worn-out
animals were turned loose to find their home-rancho at leisure, the brand or
mark of the owner on the flank generally preventing the loss of the horse,
if he was of sufficient value in that land of almost countless bands, to be
stolen.

A Ride Not Told in History.

One of the most wonderful rides in history—though it has not been
told in verse or set to music—was made between September 24 and 28, 1838.
from Los Angeles to Yerba Buena by an American named John Brown. lle
was known among the Californians as Juan Flaco (Lean John) and was
sent by Lieutenant A. H. Gillispie, U. S. A., who was hard pressed by the
hostile California forces, to Commodore Stockton for reinforcements. DBrown
fnade Monterey, four hundred and sixty miles, in fifty-two hours without
sleep. He expected to find the fleet there, but Stockton had sailed, and after.
sleeping three hours the sturdy rider completed the remaining one hundred
and forty miles of his great Marathon in the same speed and delivered his
call for help. It was not “a broad highway.” like Sherman’s, nor was the
road as smooth as that of the “Ride of Paul Revere,” but was a mere bridle-
path over high mountains, through deep ravines, around precipitous cliffs,
across wide chaparral-covered mesas, along the sea-beach, always dodging
the enemy, harassed and pursued, riding shoulder to shoulder with death
night and day, losing several horses, one shot from under him, forcing him
to go thirty miles afoot, carrying his spurs and riata, until he could com-
mandeer another mount, Juan Flaco rode on and on, showing that a California
man on a California. mustang has outridden the storied riders of the world.

The Vaqueros of Alta California.

The boy at an early age was taught to ride at a breakneck pace and to
throw the riata with unerring skill. The Spanish saddle was an elaborate
piece of workmanship, the frame, or “tree,” they called it, being fastened
to the animal with a girth or “cinch” made of closely woven hair of his own
tail. It was taking an unfair advantage of poor “caballo,” but the hair cinch
was stronger than any other, and would not slip on his smooth coat. Over
the sometimes roughly-made tree was fitted a wide leather cover called
“macheres,” and on the stirrups to protect the rider’s feet while rounding up
a runaway steer through the thick undergrowth and chaparral were leather
shields—“tapaderos”—and leather leggins were for the same purpose. The
bridle and “hacamore,” or halter, were always a costly, besilvered affair of
braided rawhide, richly ornamental reins, but the peculiar shape of the bit
made it an instrument of torture. To the half or quarter broken mustang
this bit extending far within the animal’s mouth compelled obedience on
the slightest pull on the reins—in fact, the horse soon learned to take his



36 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

cue from the weight of these reins on his neck. Secured with buckskin
thongs on the wide saddle-cover, the rider carried his blankets and food, and
when night overtook him he made his camp in comfort, thile his horse,
picketed with the lariat. fed in luxury. And always a part of this picturesque
rider’s makeup was a pair of big spurs, gencrally silver, the size and metal
designating the owner’s social or equestrian standing. Mount one of these
skillful vaqueros on a spirited thoroughbred, saddle and bridle polished and
ornamented, and riata hanging in graceful festoon from the horn, silk sash
around the rider’s waist and silk serapa flowing from his shoulders, silver-
braided sombrero on his hecad., and then set the little bell-tongues on his
spurs tinkling musically to the pace of his caballo, and time never produced
a more artistic and perfect centaur. It was at the fiesta or fandango that
troons of these caballeros would appear and take part in race or game, prin-
cipally for the admiration of the sprightly sefiorita out for a California
holiday. The rodeo, or annual roundup of the stock, was the gala time
for the vaquero, when the corraling, the roping and the branding of the herds
made the rancho throb with excitement. Then the fandangos. where the
guitars tinkled in the fantastic dances of Old Spain, and the satined dandy
descendant of Aragon bowed and “looked love” to the western heiress of
Castile.
The Indian on His Eminent Domain.

The Spanish pioneer found these slopes and valleys well peopled with
a race of sturdy Indians, the mildness of the climate and the supply of game
food in stream and forest making the country even for the aborigine an ideal
place of abode. Possibly the idcalic characteristics of this coast existing here
generation after generation took from the original Californian much of the
spirit, independence and fighting attributes of his fellow redmen of the
east and north. It was early patent to the Franciscan padres that the Pacific
coast natives would not make loyal and valuable citizens of Spain, and per-
haps this is the reason the priestly trainers stopped trying, permitting the
pupil to become a mere servant, and to be uscful while the missions had beef
and bread to feed their horde of retainers. Certainly they were, before and
after the missions had them, a very un-savage race of savages, except when
driven by the injustice of the whites to acts of retaliation. Then their sense-
less work brought its own punishment, which hurried the grossly inferior
beings along to extinction. Back within the wilds the native’s daily bill of
fare was anyv game, flesh or fish that fell victim to their bows and arrows.
nets or other kinds of ingenious snares. Bear meat was considered a delicacy
on Lo’s table, or, rather, in front of his campfire, but the strong California
grizzly had other uses for himself. Ursus Major was the king of beasts
in these woods of the west, and generally did the cating when the Indian
and his crude weapons made the attack, but about every other creature
that roamed the hills and plains graced the rancheria menu.

When feet and fins were too fleet for hunters and fishers and the vegeta-
tion store was exhausted, edible roots and grasshoppers filled out the
depleted bill of fare—and the hungry Indian. A great circle of hombres,
mahalas and pappooses armed with bushes and slowly drawing to the center
where a hole had been dug surely drove the insect jumpers to destruction.
These were considered a luxury when other supplies ran low. The grand
oak of California shed manna for her forest tribes. In season the acorns
were gathered and cached for safety in the mother-tree, and when required
were hulled. These kernels were ground or mashed in the rude stone
mortars that may be found on the sites of long passed away rancherias.
With water heated by hot stones in the quaint and tightly-woven fiber
baskets which only an Indian can weave, the meal was formed into a
batter or dough and cooked in a mass or baked in loaves. This “daily



HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES 37

bread” of the wilds, seasoned with ashes and different kinds of dirt, was not
rich in nutriment nor exquisite in flavor, but served with a plain salad of
green clover and a relish of pinenuts, or served alone and in limited quantity,
was to the quiet family meal or howling tribal feast what the rustic writer
calls “a sumptuous repast.” Bone or flint spear and arrowheads were used
in hunting, also in fishing, when the finny game could not be herded into
nets or traps; and chips of obsidian, a volcanic glass, made passable knives
before the Spaniards came with weapons of steel. It is not known how many
tribes occupied this portion of the state, but creeks and mountain ranges
secem to mark the boundaries of the different bands, and when one entered
upon the territory of another without some kind of treaty of permission
there was generally a bloody settlement. There were occasional fights
between the tribes or rancherias, and sometimes severe ones, when a whole
band would practically be wiped out in a dispute over some trivial or childish
matter.
Vallejo Was Kind to His Red Charges.

Much of the time, however, of this historical period the Indians in the
great valley between the Rio Sacramento and the coast were at peace, not
because of a naturally gentle disposition. but because of the cfforts of one
strong white man, General Vallejo, Comandante at Sonoma, whose
wise policy, wiser than ever before attempted in California, handled the
natives with a fairness that made even the distant tribes his friends. Of
the turbulence of the southern Indians, Mr. Bancroft says: “Turning to the
northern frontier, we find a different state of things. Here there are no
semblance of Apache raids, no sacking of ranches, no loss of civilized life,
and little collision between Gentile and Christian natives. The northern
Indians were more numerous than in the San Diego region, and many
of the tribes were brave, warlike and often hostile; but therec was a com-
paratively strong force at Sonoma to keep them in check. and General
Vallejo's Indian policy must be regarded as excellent and effective when
compared with any other policy ever followed in California.  True, his
wealth, his untrammelled power and other circumstances contributed much
to his success; and he could by no means have done as well if placed in
command at San Diego; yet he must be accredited besides with having
managed wisely. Closely allied with Solano, the Suisun chieftain, having—
except when asked to render some distasteful military service to his political
associates in the south—at his command a goodly number of soldiers and
citizens, he made treaties with the Gentile tribes, insisted on their being
liberally and justly treated when at peace. and punished them severely for
any manifestation of hostility. Doubtless the Indians were wronged often
enouvh in individual cases by Vallejo's subordinates, some of whom were
with difficulty controlled; but such reports have been greatly exaggerated,
and acts of glaring injustice were comparatively rare.”
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CHAPTER VIIIL
OUT ON THE GREAT RANCHOS.

The *adobe” farmhouse, as was usual on those big ranchos, was the
castle of the owner, where his retainers of vaqueros and Indians “herded,”
and where the don often ruled and entertained in the manner of the feudal
overlord. The house was generally provided with a large porch, or a patio
or inner court, the lounging place of the establishment, and here these early
rough riders, when not mounted and out on the range rounding up a band
of half-wild cattle, passed the time smoking. playing the guitar, repairing a
riata or plaiting a horschair rope, with their vicious looking mustangs saddled
and bridled patiently standing near. A call to dinner would hurry all hands
to a long table, where great platters of chile-con-carne, frijoles (the universal
beans) and tortillas (as the white flour cakes baked by an open fire are
known in Mexic lands) were eaten with full-grown appetite. Then came
the inevitable cigarette and the siesta in some shade, while the tough little
horses standing with shut eyes by the porch, apparently do the same. When
the sun gets well to the west the sleeping vaquero lazily rolls over and to
his feet stumbles out to his horse, coils his riata on the horn of his saddle,
sees that the cinch is still holding the clumsy wooden affair to the animal,
who, by the way, is accustomed to that and other modes of torture. By this
time the whole gang is making a like effort to get awake and in action. A
Mexican vaquero has been said to be when afoot a lifeless thing, but when
in the saddle one of the most animated. When the band gets mounted the
riders start the big spurs to work, swing the riatas around their heads and
gallop yelling down the arroyo and out on the range, often for no other
object than to get into motion -and shake off the drowsiness of the siesta.
In that part of the hacienda devoted to the family of the padron or master
there was more luxury, more furniture and more gentility. The grace and
chivalry of Old Spain possessed by her grandees in the home land were also
possessed by their descendants wandering in the distant west, and this racial
characteristic was manifested in the hospitality of the California homes.

Among the “Hoofs and Horns.”

“Cattle on a thousand hills,” the favorite phrase of the wide, open west,
was coined in California, where the great Spanish ranchos were crowded
with livestock. In the mild climate of this “southland,” with its broad sweeps
of grassy plain, the bands quickly bred into countless numbers. Too
numerous and valueless for branding, they roved the unfenced ranges
virtually free, obeying no call except that of their native wilds. And they
obeyed that call, as the herds of ownerless hoofs wandering over this portion
of the continent bear testimony. A steer had some table-value—low because
of his quantity—but he was more frequently slaughtered for the insignificant
price his hide, horns and tallow would bring in the open market; and his
carcass remaining where the rifle-bullet met him. After a mustang had been
cut out from among his wild companions, roped and “broke,” he was worth
only the short season he could stand under the torture of a Spanish rider
and a Spanish saddle. After this trial he was fit only for the coyotes, who
vied with the “Digger” in their love for a horse-diet. If the equine of early
California was a colt of the noble Arabian breed that had been stabled in
the pavilion tent of a Saladin. this poor bronco never knew it. The swarthy
vaquero, spurring his flanks to ribbons and riding the life out of his un-
shapely body, cared not a centavo for the horse whose sire may have borne
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a king through the courts of the Alhambra. The re-stocking of the'ranchos
was the first labor of the final settler, and that decade saw American
horses, lithe and powerful, American cattle, short-horned and sleek-coated, a
part of the equipment of the California farms. The heavy ox at last got
his neck out of the yoke, and the sturdy horse from Normandy did the
work much better. The burro—slave of all ages—was freed from the cart
when the slim thoroughbred with a pedigree of speed took his place. The
mild queen of the dairy from over the seas—from Holstein, and Durham,
and Jersey—came to create and run a local milk route. The Spanish cow
had never been asked to make this contribution to the productive wealth of
the state, and the word “butter” had melted from the language. Her tigress
disposition, especially with her calf in the vicinity, generally made any attempt
to milk her so near-suicidal, that Pedro or Jose, instead, milked the goat.
Robbing Nanny’s kid was easier and safer. Alta California was full-ripe for
a change when the gringo came.

Little Social Revolutions.

California—preparing for the gringo—ran along for years without any
practical help or advice from Spain or Mexico, the state having her own
revolutionary recreations quite independent of mother-kingdom or mother-
republic. This meant to the Spanish portion of North America, quivering
under almost constant warfare, a condition that could hardly have been
worse. Pablo Vicente de Sola, the last Spanish Governor of California, was
a good man and tried to do something for the advancement of his state, but
his efforts were in vain. When during the latter part of the year 1821, Colonel
Agustin Iturbide, in Mexico, led his soldiers in a successful revolt against
Spain and declared himself emperor of that country, Sola sadly lowered
the Spanish flag in the plaza at Monterey. The next year another revolution
shot the new emperor and scattered his infant empire to the winds. The
tricolor of the Mexican republic arose in the plaza at Monterey, and so in the
short space of a few months Alta California, with her governor, passed
through three forms of government. Sola, worn and weary of the turmoil,
hurried out of the country, and Antonio Arguello, a native son, became
governor by virtue of his office of president of the provincial diputacion.
The padres were bitterly disappointed in the change. They were most all
natives of Spain, and moreover strongly opposed to republican ideas. The
mother-country had established their missions, and had made them wealthy
and powerful in the territory. Submitting to the republic, at heart they
were loval to the king, and this hastened the complete disestablishment of
their institutions. In 1813 the Spanish Cortes decreed for the reduction of the
missions into the civil governments of the pueblos, and the Mexican Congress
in 1833 passed an act of secularization very similar to the decree of twenty

years before.
The End of the Missions Inevitable.

Much sentiment has been expended over this disposal of “the padre’s
property,” but there is nothing in the records to show that either Cortes or
Congress decreed illegally or that the missions were ever intended to be
permanent realty-holding institutions. The conversion of the Indians—the
sole object of the missions—was a failure, and the massing of great tracts of
the territory into mission ranchos having the area of old-world principalities
was a barrier to immigration and a check to the progress of the country;
the old conflict between the civil and ecclesiastical authorities was enliv-
ened by the padre’s open adherence to monarchial Spain, and secularization
under all these conditions was the logical outcome. About the time the
commissioners were appointed by the government to take charge of the
work of subdividing the property among the neophytes, the mission man-
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“agers sought to dispose of their cattle, they knowing well how many of those

great herds would be “lost in the shuftle” when the officials got at them.
The stock was slaughtered by droves, the hides and tallow taken and the
carcasses left on the range for the coyotes. The indiscriminate butchery
turned the ranchos into red, recking shambles.

Officials Who Did Not Toil Nor Spin.

Of course, with all this wholesale killing, there was much left for the
rapacious official—they had them in those days, the forerunners of the
“grafters” of more modern times. The fathers, objecting to see results of
years of sacrifice and wearing labor pass into the hands of those who had
toiled not, were not wholly unreasonable. But in many instances the lands
and livestock were fairly partitioned to the mission Indians, and at least
some effort made in their behalf. IHowever, the effort in that direction ended
without practical result. The missions, reduced to mere parishes, left the
fathers without means or authority. and the neophyvtes free from the control
of their spiritual superiors. They drifted away and their propertv—other
than that only on paper—faded from view like a mirage. But no improve-
ment was possible with them, and even the simolified theology taught them
missed its mark. To these wild creatures the restriction of mission-life was
fatal. and depopulation threatened.  Tmmigration, which could not be
checked. was demanding the lands which the missionaries held without title,
and secularization hurried the end. The twenty-one missions whose adobe
ruins lie along this coast are the melancholy evidence of an endeavor whose
failure was inevitable.

CHAPTER IX.
IN THE “ROARING FORTIES.”

Time in California went faster when the vears got well into the fortics.
The long siesta was over, “el manana” became less a rule of conduct, and
events began to follow one another closer across the “estado.”  MMonterey
scemed to be the logical capital city of the state, though Los Angeles occa-
sionally caught a governor—or at least a near-governor—whenever a rival
made the southern municipality his headquarters. Juan B. Alvarado was
the governor, October 19, 1842, when Commodore Jones raised the American
flag at Monterey, but a newlv-appointed rival was coming from Mexico.
He preferred to surrender to Jones rather than to Micheltorena, his successor,
and this he did. But next day the commodore hauled the colors down,
apologizing for his “mistake,” and this left the two gubernatorial aspirants
to settle the office question alone. During the following four years there
was more or less “war” with more or less governors, and other political
changes. Americans, individually and in bands, took part on all sides, being
lured there by rich promises of land grants; and they were the “fighters”
of those “fights.” However, it is not known that any gringos were killed
in those fierce conflicts. During the spring of 1846 Pio Pico was governor,
with headquarters in the south, and Jose Castro was the general of the state
mili‘ary, with his post at Monterey.

John Charles Fremont, the Pathfinder.

They were busy plotting against each other, with the custom-house the
bone of contention, when something occurred to jar their attention to another
direction. It was a party of American mountaineers riding over the moun-
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tains from the eastward, led by a young surveyor, who has made more history
in the far west of this continent than all the other men in it. He was John
Charles I'remont, brevet-captain in the United States Topographical En-
ginecrs, known as the “Pathfinder,” and then on his third exploring trip to
the Pacific. In a short time he was met and “instructed” by Lieutenant
Gillispie, a marine officer, who had been sent from Washington for that
purpose. The orders, or instructions, brought to Fremont have never been
made known, and only can be surmised by his after action. Following a long
interview with Gillispie, he turned back from his surveying work in the
northern portion of the state and made his headquarters at Sutter's Fort.
Castro, stirred up by the presence in the country of Fremont and his armed
party, was fulminating unusually strong against all “foreigners,” especially
against Americans. The general’s threats to drive them out of the territory
aroused the gringos to defense, and Fremont directed them to capture
Sonoma. He had no authority over these settlers. but under instructions
from Washington he was playing a game under cover. Commodore Sloat
with his fleet was on the coast to take possession of California the hour
Mexico declared war against the United States, and it was believed that the
British fleet was here for the same purpose. The California officials were
nibbling at English or French “protectorate” bait, with annexation a possi-
bilitv. and the situation had grown extremely delicate. While the United
States government was fully determined to acquire this territory, it could
not well do so during peace with Mexico; and no other power should be
permitted to get a foothold here. THence, an American armed force—even
if unauthorized and filibuster—holding some important point and acting as
a deterrent to other forces, was the object sought when the administration
sccretly sent Gillispie by way of Vera Cruz, Mazatlan and Monterey to find
Fremont.

Picked to Find a New Way.

So this topographical engineer, who had made a record exploring and
mapping trails through the wild west. was picked for the task. That Senator
Benton of Missouri, Fremont’s father-in-law, one of the most prominent
statesmen of the time, was deeply interested in the California question,
doubtless influenced the selection. Albeit the object was attained when
the Bear Flag party rode out of Sutter’s IFort and across what is now Yolo,
Solano and Napa counties, and early on the morning of June 14, 1846, took
possession of Pueblo Sonoma. .Comandante Vallejo made no resistance to
the armed invasion of his post and home. In fact, he invited the armed
invaders in to breakfast; and it must be historically noted that they drank
well that morning of the general's good mission brandy. There was no
carrison at Sonoma, and the formal surrender of the old cannon, muskets
and other property of the Mexican government was soon made. General
Vallejo, also his brother Salvador, and another officer were transferred as
priscners of war to Fort Sutter. By Fremont's advice they did not use the
United States ensign, but raised in the place of the Mexican colors they had
lowered a white square of cotton cloth, on which were rudely painted a
bear. a star, and the words “California Republic.” William B. Ide was chosen
captain. or governor, and Sonoma quietly settled down to be an American
town. There was not the slightest disturbance, and the citizens and their
property were protected. The names of this band of history-makers—of
state-builders—are: Ezekiel Merritt, Dr. Robert Semple, William Fallon,
W. B. Ide, H. L. Ford. G. P. Swift, Samuel Ncal. William Potter, Samuel
Gibson, W. M. Scott, James Gibbs, H. Sanders, P. Storm, Samuel and
Benjamin Kelsey, John Grigsby, David Iludson, Ira Stebbins, William
Hargrave, Harrison Pierce, William Porterfield, Patrick McChristian, James
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Beeson, Elias Barrett, C. Grifith, William C. Todd, Nathan Combs, Lucien
Maxwell, Franklin Bidwell, Thomas Cowie, \W. I}, Elliott, Benjamin Dewell,
John Sears and George Fowler.

Setting a Pace for Sloat.

Commodore Sloat in the United States frigate Savannah had sailed into
the harbor of Monterey, July 2, having beaten the Dritish frigate Colling-
wood in a race up the Mexican coast. He was under orders to take possession
of the territory when he was convinced war was on between the two republics,
or if he believed conditions justified such an action. But he must exercise
care. and not make the Jones error of four vears before, when the flag went
up to be lowered next day with apologies. On arrival he heard of the efforts
being made to place this state under British protection, of the Bear FFlag party
at Sonoma, and Fremont with his “California BDattalion” industriously chasing
Castro and his soldiers out of the country. It was certainly a time for action,
but the commodore hesitated, waiting for more definite information. As a
matter of fact, war had been declared. and orders dated May 15, 1846, directing
him to take Mazatlan, Monterey and San Prancisco were then following
him from port to port. Finally, convinced that Fremont was working under
definite instructions—also pushed to action by his own officers, who saw the
danger of delay—Sloat moved. July 7 he hoisted the flag over the custom-
house in Monterey; July 8 Captain John Montgomery of the Portsmouth
raised the ensign at Yerba Buena, and two dayvs after Lieutenant J. W, Revere
of that vessel lifted the Stars and Stripes at Sonoma.

Getting Ahead of John Bull.

Although Commodore Sloat took possession a few days before the slow-
sailing Collingwood arrived, thereby forestalling any such move on the part
of Great Britain, he was soon relieved of his command because of his timidity.
This was not a period for hesitancy on the part of a government subordinate,
whatever the policy of the government. Great Britain, Mexico and the United
States, each from her corner, was watching the territorial prize in the center
of the triangle. An English fleet was watching the coast, and the northern
boundary matter was looming into prominence. We demanded nine degrees
more of latitude than John Bull was disposed to concede, and " Fifty-four-iforty
or ficht” was a party watchword until both countries at issue agreed to run
the line along the forty-ninth parallel. The North and South were “debating”
with increasing truculence the slavery question, the latter advocating the
acquisition of territory for the negro-working plantations, and the former
opposing with the cry of “plotting to rob Mexico.” Time has shown the
wisdom of the policy that set the southern boundary lines of this republic
where they are today. No mistake was made when Fremont was secretly
instructed to be operating a force of armed American settlers over California
when the United States tleet arrived at Monterey to take possession. Only
Sloat’s hesitation imperiled the plan, as the British lion ashore would have
been more difficult to evict than was the Mexican eagle. We “encouraged”
Mexico to fight us, which policy has provided a theme for our moralistic critics
who are only party-politicians in thin disguise; but it was a good fight for
both republics. It gave Mexico all the territory she could handle; it rounded
the United States out from ocean to ocean, making that country propor-
tionately the central. the predominating, the most favorable patch of soil in
the western hemisphere; and moreover, it kept Europe with her automaton
kings out of most of North America.

Protestants of All Ages.

All ages, all governments, have had protesting statesmen, and this age—
so free of speech—has an unusually large delegation orbing around the
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national capital. The beauty and the inconsistency of this can be seen in the
recention of the two states that came to the northern republic during that
decade—Texas, not menaced by a foreign power, and barely justified in her
action, won complete independence from Mexico, and then almost immediately
offered herself to the Union. She was admitted, a slave state, by a whig
administration whose central creed was anti-slavery. California, a ripe plum
falling to a British squadron, her long length of ocean-shore to become a line
of fortifications whose guns would train eastward toward the American
trontier, her then miserable system of government promising to be a constant
thorn in the side of her American neighbor over the wall of the Sierras,
was encouraged to separation from the southern republic by a democratic
administration in the face of a strong protest from these same whigs. The
protesting statesmen, after the war, proposed that California be sold back to
Mexico for $12,000,000, and if agreeable to the other party, the United States
to retain San Francisco, shore and bay, allowing Mexico $3,000,000 on account.
As this government by the treaty had assumed a Mexican debt of $15,000,000,
due American citizens, these diplomats of finance considered they were pro-
posing a highly profitable real estate deal. The next day—virtually—
Marshall, digging a sawmill race in Coloma creek, shoveled California up
to a golden figure nearer twelve hundred millions, and to a moral figure that
has never been estimated.

CHAPTER X.

THE “WAR” IN CALIFORNIA.

Sloat, soon afterwards relieved by Commodore Stockton, sailed for home,
nursing his grievance that he had been overlooked by the administration and
forced to take his cue from a couple of younger officers. Fremont and Gillispie
got along better with Stockton, who had no private troubles nor professional
jealousies to worry him. They were transferred to his command for shore-
duty, and by him commissioned, respectively, major and captain. The subse-
quent “war” in California was not a sanguinary one, nor were Stockton,
Fremont, Gillispie and other American ofhcers disposed to handle the “mild-
mannered” Californians with severity. From Monterey to San Diego, the
Pathfinder as civil governor, co-operating with his superior, the commodore,
was getting along very well. Scott and Taylor, in Mexico, were doing the
work, and all that was required in California was just “police” the territory
till the gringo soldiers were camping in the city of Montezuma. Whatever
“war” was in this state, was “over” when Sloat got busy with the flag at
Monterey.

Kearny’s Dramatic Appearance.

There did not seem to be much to do when Brigadier-General Stephen
W. Kearny, the latter part of 1846, arrived in California from New Mexico.
He was burdethed with folios of “discretionary orders,” among which was one
instructing him not to interfere then with the naval and other forces in con-
trol of the seaports, but proceed to the organization of a civil government.
But the secretary of war, from his long-distance view of the situation, was in
error, as he assumed that only a narrow strip of coast was held by Stockton
and his forces. The commodore was under the impression that, by orders
from the department, he had done some pretty effective campaigning himself,
and the country had about all the civil government it needed; moreover, he
failed to agree with Kearny regarding the reading of that officer’s orders,
and declined to recognize the commanding-rank and duty the general assumed.



44 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

Unfortunately for Kearny, he met with a heavy “set-back” before he inter-
viewed Stockton. At San Pasqual, a point just within the California line, he
met a superior force of the enemy, and with childish recklessness invited
inevitable disaster by his attack. If it were to gloriously herald his entrance
into a new field of activity, he made a flat failure of it, for the well-mounted
Californians rode through his travel-worn, half-starved company, lancing
at will. Among the wounded was Kearny, also Gillispie, who had recently
joined the force to guide it into the state, and a considerable number of men
were killed. The timely arrival of Stockton’s force saved Kearny from
capture and further disaster, and this battle—the only real battle of the war
in the territory—the Americans will remember, because there they were
signally whipped. Kearny, therefore, was not in a position to plunge into
another fight—another San Pasqual—and with the doughty navy-man over
a question of seniority of rank. So he waived that point till Stockton should
be transferred from the Pacific, and turned his attention to Fremont, who was
his subordinate. This threw the Pathfinder between his two warring superiors,
forcing upon him the choice of two conflicting sets of orders.

Kearny’s Inglorious Career.

Kearny bided his time until Stockton’s transfer, then proceeded to “fix”
Fremont. Charges of disobedience of orders were prepared for the coming
courtmartial, and previous to the departure of the accused and accuser for
the trial at Fortress Monroe, Kearny and his subordinate officers wrangled
and jangled like spoiled children over questions of rank. In fact, about the
only thing they were united on was the degradation of Fremont. The
American Army Conquest of California is about as inglorious as that of
the various administrations of the Mexican officials. Fremont was found
guilty of disobedience and sentenced to forfeit his commission. Tuthill, the
historian, says: “On this trial Fremont behaved with spirit, and pleaded
his cause with an eloquence that made the people of the States reverse the
decision so soon as they read the proceedings. The court recommended him
to the clemency of the president, on the grounds of his past services and the
peculiar position in which he was placed when the alleged disobedience took
place.” Mr. Polk quickly discharged him from arrest—virtually ignoring the
decision—and ordered him to report to his regiment for duty. But Fremont,
smarting from the injustice of the charge and the farce of the trial, refused
to accept the clemency, though it was equivalent to acquittal, and retired from
the army. But a man like Fremont could not remain in private life, and he
was soon back in the saddle, again a pathfinder on the plains, popular candi-
date for the presidency, state scnator in California, major-general in the
Civil war and governor of Arizona.

How They All Loved Fremont.

It is wonderful how little approval Fremont got from his brother-officers.
When Montgomery in the Portsmouth first heard from Sonoma, he dis-
avowed Fremont, though he afterwards loaned the “filibusters” some pow-
der. Sloat followed Fremont’s lead. and at the same time disavowing his
leader. Then Stockton took his place and in the intervals between some tough
skirmishes with the Californians in the southern portion of the state, did
his share of the disavowing. Kearny marched into California late, but early
enough to disavow Fremont’s action. Shubrick, another commodore, had his
ship on the coast long enough to lend a hand in the disavowing. Colonel
R. B. Mason came last and disavowed, but as he was inspector of troops,
possibly this was along the line of his duty. And they all did more or less
disavowing of one another. At one time during this conflict California had
two military governors, and as they were antagonistic to each other, the
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territory appeared to be back in its normal miserable condition under Mexican
rule. Colonel Phillip Cooke, one of the latest arrivals, amusingly describes
that prevailing condition: “General Kearny is supreme somewhere up the
coast. Colonel Fremont is supreme at Pueblo de Los Angeles. Commodore
Stockton is supreme at San Diego. Commodore Shubrick the same at Mon-
terey; and I at San Luis Rey; and we are all supremely poor, the United
States government having no money and no credit, and we hold the territory
because Mexico is the poorest of all.”

The Pathfinder’s Complete Vindication.

The writer gives this space and notice to a single individual because no
history of the American West can be written without his name. Between
the Missouri and the Pacific, from the Colorado to the Columbia, over peak
and mesa, over vale and desert, stretch away the trails he found and mapped
for the march of empire toward the sundown sea; and along these trails
passed the pioneers who Americanized Alta California. The title “Path-
finder” came to John Charles Fremont. and could fit no other, and his lasting
fame seems all the brighter because of the attempts to tarnish the laurels he
won. The army men who saw service in California after Sloat finally got
the flag up had nothing to do. Kit Carson with a company of his long-rifle
hunters could have successfully policed the entire territory until peace was
. declared, consequently the newcomers had leisure to criticise and occa-
sionally undo the work of the earlier arrivals. And the crown of their criticism
and undoing was the farcical courtmartial for the Pathfinder. When Fremont
was in full military authority, he naturally was officially and personally
responsible for public supplies purchased, also for the arrears—pay of his
volunteers; and when he was suddenly superseded, his antagonistic successors
used these unsettled obligations to further embarrass him. And the crown-
ing wrong of all—when he was led eastward over the continent for trial—he
traveled back along one of the paths he had found and mapped for his west-
ward-marching countrymen.

CHAPTER XI.
STORY OF THE “BEAR FLAG.”

In the history of any county of this state should be the story of the Bear
Flag, the rude standard of the “California Republic.” Bancroft and other
eminent historians of the Pacific coast have not stamped the “commonwealth”
of 46 with their full approval nor its flag with importance. However, that
ensign, passing from the Sonoma plaza, did not pass from further history.
Its adoption by the California Republic June 14, 1846, makes its anniversary
identical with that of the ensign that supplanted it, as June 14, 1777, Congress
adopted the thirteen stars and the thirtcen stripes as the national flag. Its
adoption by the Native Sons, June 8, 1830, makes it the standard of their
order, and its adoption by the legislature, March 3, 1911, makes it the state
flag. Its lone star was the star of Texas, and is now the star of California on
the national ensign. Its bear, at the request of Major J. R. Snyder of Sonoma,
was engraved on the great seal of the state. The Bear Flag is yet in active
service, and not one feature on its folds is idle. Its political life was only
twenty-five days, but during twenty-three of them it was the sole American
flag of any description in this territory, and its presence at Sonoma was a
deterrent to the foreign powers hesitating to move for possession. Its presence
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at Sonoma finally moved the hesitating United States naval commander at
Monterey to send the Stars and Stripes ashore and seal California to Uncle
Sam forever.

The Grizzly Passant.

In the knightly diction of heraldry, the Bear Flag is: A grizzly passant
on field argent; star at right dexter point; legend “Caleorma Republic” in
lower half; horizontal bar gules from base to base. As an armorial bearing the
bear is a =u|table choice. Often he has been met on his eminent domain, and
as a true native son—representative of the wild west, he has qualified. His
ordinarily mild manner and willingness to be let alone, also his latent prowess
in argument when driven to the battle- point, are well known. Ilis high
moral and physical standing in the animal settlements of the American con-
tinent make him socially fit for a place on anybody’s flag. Though a carnivora,
he has no objection to a huckleberry meal, but only dire famine will drive
him to a dict of Digger Indian. And it is true that no Digger has ever eaten
him. The single star is a reflex of the lone luminary that lighted Texas in
the night of her deadly struggle. and the red colonial bar along the lower edge
of the white cloth represents the California Republic’'s single cotlony.  Mrs.
John Sears furnished the square of white sheeting. and Mrs. John Matthews,
the Mexican wife of an American. contributed a flannel petticoat for the red
stripe. Some unchivalrous historian has tried to establish the version of the
various Bear I'lag stories that one of the hunters of the party donated his only
shirt for this purpose, but as the nameless patriot never acknowledged the
honor and the sacrificial red shirt, the alleged incident must be left out of the
record. Chivalry, modesty and self-denial are the cardinal characteristics
ofen found in heroes, so possibly he was a life-sufferer from all three of these
virtues, and died unknown, unhonored and unsung.

The Fierce Americanos Stay to Breakfast.

Early that morning after General Vallejo had been notified by his captors
that he, his sword, the old brass guns on the wall, the rusty muskets in the
castillo, and everything else possessed by Mexico in Sonoma, were prisoners
of war, the old don batted his eves once or twice, said “Bueno,” and invited the
fierce Americanos to stay for breakfast. Sefiora Vallejo stirred up her Indian
cooks, and soon the General’s dining hall—that was never closed to a stranger,
especially to an American—was thrown open, and on the tables were loads
of chile-con-carne, frijoles, tortillas and wine from the mission grapes growing
out by the old church of San Francisco de Solano. Necdless to say, that
banquet given by the premier Native Sons of the Golden West was a notable
one. It has been reported that (lurmg the latter part of the feasting some
of the invaders were swearing “Viva la Mexico,” and General Vallejo was
offered the presidency of the new republic. William Lincoln Todd, nephew
of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, was the artist of the Bear Flag.

Regarding the exchange of ensigns by Lieutenant J. \WW. Revere of the
U. S. sloop of war Portsmouth, the following incident is told by James
McChristian: “After the Bear FFlag had been unbent from the staff-halliards
and Revere was fastening Old Glory to the rope, Midshipman John E. Mont-
gomery, the son of Commander John Montgomery of the Portsmouth, care-
fully folded the square sheeting into a neat package and placed it in his coat-
pocket, saying: ‘This is worth taking care of’ The lad was at that time
just my own age—18—a fine, manly fellow, and nobody objected to his action.”
The gallant middy of the old-time Yankee navy, who appreciated and cared for
the passing Bear Flag, gave his life in the service of his country and this
state, as he was killed in a fight with hostile Indians near Sutter’s Fort soon
after this event. McChristian, now 74 years old, one of the last of the Bear
Flaggers, remembers clearly the stirring times in this county during the
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“roaring forties.” He was employed by Revere to haul two 18-pounder
brass guns from Sonoma to the Embarcadero, where they were to be shipped
to the Portsmouth at Yerba Buena. The officer had found them on the wall
looking frowningly across the valley, with their muzzles full of last year's
swallow-nests, and he intended to have them mounted at the Annapolis naval
academy as object-lessons for the cadets. McChristian’s two-yoke of oxen
balked on the job and his claim for the work has slept in its War Department
pigeonhole for sixty-three years.
California’s First “Fourth.”

July 4, 1846, the Bear I'lag republic had a “Fourth” at home. Out in the
plaza this small band of “republicans” read the Declaration of American Inde-
pendence under their own ensign, not-having a United States flag in the new
commonwealth. They had an oration, barbecued one of General Vallejo's
beeves, and the ancient battery on the wall bellowed a salute to the big and
the little republic. It was a remarkable observance—the only one of its kind
in history. The guns of the Mexican Republic were fired by the California
Republic to celebrate the birth of the American Republic. It was a republican
voice of thunder from Forty-six speaking to Seventy-six. Over the space of
seventy years—over the space of a hemisphere—rebel called to rebel, brother-
hood to brotherhood, one flag—one blood—after all.

CHAPTER XIL
MARIANO GUADALUPE VALLE]JO.

The changing of flags in the plaza at Sonoma virtually changed the citi-
zenship of the foremost citizen of California—Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo.
Hijo del pais—son of the soil—was he, and alike under king, emperor or presi-
dent, he was true to the land of his birth. Though a Californian, and sharing
with other Spanish-born natives a natural distrust of strangers, Vallejo
possessed an admiration and sincere friendship for the Americans, and
received them kindly, even when his superiors demanded the expulsion of the
dangerous foreigners. Though his patriotism was never doubted, he coun-
seled annexation to the United States when he saw that Mexico had no
government nor protection for California. His appointment in 1835 as
military comandante and civil commissionado of the northern district proved
to be a selection so wise that it stands out in relief from among the official
errors of early California history, and during his ten years of almost autocratic
rule at Sonoma, it is seen that he governed with rare justice and practical
common sense. Vallejo was born in Monterey, July 7, 1808, the eighth in a
family of thirteen children, his father being Don Ignacio Vincente Vallejo,
and the mother Maria Antonia Lugo, both members of distinguished Spanish
families. During his youth he was a cadet in the territorial army and a
friend and comrade of General Castro and Governor Arguello. He was an
earnest student and early acquired a fund of knowledge that fitted him to
take a prominent part in and to a considerable extent shape political affairs
of the territory, especially during the critical times just prior to the American
occupation. When California passed away from Mexico, M. G. Vallejo was
in all probability the first Mexican citizen within her borders; and when
the red, white and blue of America took the place of the red, white and green
of Mexico, he was still of the best of the California citizenry. Tall and erect,
with a distinguished military bearing, and with grace of gesture and manner
inherent from birth and breeding, an easy and fluent speaker in English,
though learned late in life, charming with the strength of purpose and the
. seriousness of diction, filled with the chivalry of the past day when Spanish



48 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

knighthood was in flower, was General Vallejo. While at Sonoma. 1840
and 1845, large companies of American immigrants came through the country,
and though he was constantly “nagged” by his government to drive the
foreigners out of the country, the comandante disobeved orders and humanely
treated the strangers. There is no doubt that Vallejo's gentle methods in
dealing with the savage Indians surrounding him, his rare discretion in the
management of his military affairs and his practical statesmanship making
for the much-needed change of flags. proved him to be a greater man, a
man more deserving of appreciation than any other within the limits of
the territory, and it mayv be said in truth, deserving of more appreciation
than he received. Before the junta at Monterey in April, 1846, when affairs
were approaching such a crisis that even Governor Pio Pico advocated annexa-
tion to France or England as an escape from that “mock republic, Mexico,”
as he rather disloyally called his political mother superior, or “that perfidious
people. the Yankees,” Vallejo made the following address, which may be
given here, as it shows the sterling makeup of the man:

g The General’s Splendid Americanism.

“I cannot, gentlemen, coincide with the military and civil functionaries
who have advocated the cession of our country to I'rance or England. It is
most true that to rely longer upon Mexico to govern and defend us would be
idle and absurd. To this extent I fully agrce with my colleagues. It is also
true that we possess a noble country, every way calculated, from position and
resources, to become great and powerful. For that very reason I would
not have her a mere dependency on a foreign monarchy, naturally alien, or at
least indifferent to our interests and our welfare. It is not to be denied that
feeble nations have in former times thrown themselves upon the protection of
their powerful neighbors. The Britons invoked the aid of the warlike Saxons
and fell an easy prey to their protectors, who seized their lands and treated
them like slaves. Long before that time, feeble and distracted provinces
had appealed for aid to the all-conquering arms of imperial Rome, and they
were at the time protected and subjugated by their grasping ally. Even
could we tolerate the idea of dependence, ought we to go to distant Europe
for a master? What possible sympathy could exist between us and a nation
separated from us by two vast ocecans? But waiving this insuperable objec-
tion, how could we endure to come under the dominion of a monarchy? For
although others speak lightly of a form of government, as a freeman I cannot
do so. We are republicans—badly governed and badly situated as we are—
still we are all, in sentiment, republicans. So far as we are governed at all,
we at least do profess to be self-governed. \Who, then, that possesses true
patriotism will consent to subject himself and his children to the caprices
of a foreign king and his official minions? But, it is asked, if we do not
throw ourselves upon the protection of France and England, what shall we
do? I do not come here to support the existing order of things, but I come
prepared to propose instant and ecffective action to extricate our country
from her present forlorn condition. My opinion is made up that we must
persevere in throwing off the galling yoke of Mexico, and proclaim our inde-
pendence of her forever. We have endured her official cormorants and her
villainous soldiery until we can endure no longer. All will probably agree
with me that we ought at once to rid ourselves of what may remain of
Mexican domination. But some profess to doubt our ability to maintain
our position. To my mind there comes no doubt. Look at Texas and see
how long she withstood the power of united Mexico. The resources of
Texas were not to be compared with ours, and she was much nearer to her
enemy than we are. Our position is so remote. cither by land or sea, that
we are in no danger from Mexican invasion. Why, then, should we hesitate
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to assert our independence? We have indeed taken the first step by electing
our own governor, but another remains to be taken. I will mention it plainly
and distinctly—it is annexation to the United States. In contemplating this
consummation of our destiny, I fecl nothing but pleasure, and I ask you to
share it. Discard old prejudices, discard old customs, and prepare for the
glorious change that awaits our country. Why should we shrink from incor-
porating ourselves with the happiest and freest nation in the world, destined
soon to be the most wealthy and powerful? Why should we go abroad for
protection when this great nation is our adjoining neighbor? When we
join our fortunes to hers, we shall not become subjects, but fellow citizens
possessing all the rights of the people of the United States, and choosing
our own federal and local rulers. We shall have a stable government and
just laws. California will grow strong and flourish, and her people will be
prosperous, happy and free. Look not, therefore, with jealousy upon the
hardy pioneers who scale our mountains and cultivate our unoccupied plains,
but rather welcome them as brothers, who come to share with us a common
destiny.”
Always a Friend of the United States.

Here stood this California patriot and in his plea for his country he
uttered sentiments like those of Patrick Henry, so often heard around the
world, and while the junta did not act upon the suggested annexation to
the United States, the proposed European protectorate matter was heard no
more. The French and English representatives perforce accepted Vallejo’s
address as the answer, and in a few months Commodore Sloat’s guns were
commanding Monterey, and virtually all California. This digression and
advancement, out of chronological order, to a period when the internal dis-
sension and mismanagement of the Mexican officials were ending, exhibits
General Vallejo’s part in the last act of that discordant drama. The final ten
vears of Mexico in Sonoma—and in California as well—must neccessarily be
largely of his acts as the comandante of that most important military post.
Three times he took part in revolution against Mexico, in 1832-36-45, and
the revolutionists won each time, but the successive governors they recognized
always managed to get themselves in turn recognized by the Mexican gov-
ernment, in consequence of which matters would drop back into the old rut.
There is little wonder that Vallejo at Sonoma found his grandiloquent title of
Military Comandante and Director of Colonization on the Northern Frontier
burdensome, and occasionally asked to be relieved. And when the Bear
Flag people did relieve him of further participancy in Mexican affairs, it was
likelv to him a relief indeed.
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CHAPTER XIII.
CAPTAIN JOHN SUTTER.

Another man whose name is associated with the golden pioneer period
of the Pacific is Sutter—third in the trio of local land-markers. Vallejo. Sutter
and Fremont were busy men here in “their day.” From the “river” westward
to the sca—from New Helvetia to Fort Ross—over the broad plains of Yolo
and Solano, over the rich valleys of Napa and Sonoma, they “set their stakes,”
and the llanos and vegas are filled with their stories. The earlier stage-scenes
of California were not propertied with flamboyant figures and moving-picture
incidents. There were no army-people in the conquest and exploration of
this upper portion of the territory, which left the work to be accomplished by
ranchers, hunters and assisted later by miners. FFremont was a mathematical
professor in the navy, but given the pay and rank of the lowest paid and
ranking officer in the army when he was set surveying trails across the
continent. Vallejo got his military titles out of the Mexican war department
and Sutter was an “el capitaine” in his native Switzerland, or France, before
he landed on the banks of the Sacramento. But nobleman or commoner,
Sutter’s new-world title is unclouded. Ilis famous fortress (which, restored,
still occupies its original site in the capital city) was a never-failing refuge
and resting-place for the travel-worn immigrant, as Vallejo’s beeves and
acres awaited him farther west. Sutter and Vallejo were Mexican citizens—
one native and the other naturalized—but they failed in their first duty to
the southern republic when they failed to keep the gringos out of the territory.
However, it is not probable that the weak territorial government could have
influenced to any extent these two commanding officers. The earliest and
best description of this stronghold and its sturdy riflemen has been furnished
by Lieutenant Joseph W. Revere of the Portsmouth. This officer by a boat
trip up the Sacramento river during the latter part of June, 1846, visited
Sutter, and also noted the warlike preparedness of the place for the coming
of anything not friendly.

At the Famous Fort.

“When we arrived at the embarcadero or landing,” writes Revere, “we
found a mounted guard, as the garrison had long been apprised by the Indians
that our boat was ascending the river. These Indians were indeed important
auxiliaries to the Americans during the short period of strife for the sover-
eignty of California. Having been cruelly treated by the Spanish race. this
helpless red people throughout the country welcomed the white strangers
from over the Sierras. Entertaining an exalted opinion of the skill and
prowess of the Americans, and knowing from experience that they were of
a milder and less sanguinary character than the rancheros, they anticipated
a complete deliverance from their burdens, and assisted the revolutionists to
the full extent of their humble abilities. Emerging from the woods lining
the river, we stood upon a plain of immense extent, bounded on the west
by the heavy timber which marks the course of the Sacramento, the dim
outline of the Nevadas appearing in the distance. We now came to some
extensive fields of wheat in full bearing, waving gracefully in the gentle
breeze, like the billows of the sea, and saw the white-washed walls of the
fort, situated on a small eminence commanding the approach on all sides.

“We were met and welcomed by Captain Sutter and the officers in com-
mand of the garrison; but the appearance of things indicated that our recep-
tion would have been very different had we come on a hostile errand. The
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appearance of the fort, with its cremated walls, fortified gateway and bastioned
angles; the heavily-bearded, fierce-looking hunters and trappers, armed with
rifles, bowie-knives and pistols; their ornamented hunting-shirts and gartered
leggins; their long hair, turbaned with colored handkerchiefs; their wild
and almost savage looks and dauntless and independent bearing; the wagons
filled with golden grain; the arid yet fertile plain; the caballados driven across
it by wild, shouting Indians, enveloped in clouds of dust, and the dashing
horsemen scouring the fields in every direction; all these accessories conspired
to carry me back to the romantic East, and I could almost fancy again that
I was once more the guest of some powerful Arab chieftain in his desert
stronghold. Everything bore the impress of vigilance and preparation for
defense, and not without reason, for Castro, then at Pueblo de San Jose, with
a force of several hundred men, well provided with horses and artillery, had
threatened to march upon the valley of the Sacramento.

A House Prepared for Friends or Foes.

“The fort consists of a parallelogram, enclosed by adobe walls fifteen
feet high and two thick, with bastions or towers at the angles, the walls of
which are four feet thick, and their embrasures so arranged as to flank the
curtain on all sides. A good house occupies the center of the interior arca,
serving for officers’ quarters, armories, guard and state rooms, and also for
a kind of citadel. There is a second wall on the inner face, the space between
it and the outer wall being roofed and divided into workshops, quarters, etc.,
and the usual offices are provided, and also a well of good water. Corrals for
the cattle and horses of the garrison are conveniently placed where thev can
be under the eye of the guard. Cannon frown from the various embrasures,
and the ensemble presents the very idcal of a border fortress. It must have
astonished the natives when this monument of the white man’s skill arose
from the plain and showed its dreadful teeth in the midst of these peaceful
solitudes.”

Captain Sutter evidently took no chances either with the Spaniards or
Indians, and was at all times able to take care of himself and New Helvetia—
and all the needy people who came to him. Whenever a tale of distress
came down the great central valley, the gallant Swiss officer was immediately
in the saddle and away to the rescue; as in the Donner Lake tragedy, where
one of his rescuers perished with the snowbound immigrants. General John
Bidwell, in his “Life in California Before the Gold Discovery,” says:
“Nearly everybody who came to California then made it a point to reach
Sutter’s Fort. Sutter was one of the most liberal and hospitable of men.
Everybody was welcome, one man or a hundred, it was all the same.” The
citizens of Sacramento city and the order of the Native Sons did well when
they brought about the restoration and preservation of the old New Helvetia
at the intersection of K and Twenty-sixth streets. Although being a Mexican
citizen, Sutter hoisted the bear over his fort as soon as he heard of the change
of flags at Sonoma and July 11, 1846—or as soon as he heard of the change of
flags at Monterey and could get an ensign from the Portsmouth—he raised
the Stars and Stripes over Sacramento. The presence of Sutter, Vallejo and
Fremont made it a famous flag-day. Like Vallejo, like Fremont, Sutter was
ill-rewarded by those he kindly and faithfully served.
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CHAPTER XIV.
THEN CAME CALIFORNIA.

Time slipped rapidly on to February 2, 1848, when at Guadalupe Hidalgo
the two republics signed a treaty of peace, which was ratified at Queretaro
May 20, proclaimed to the world July 4, and became known in California
August 6. By its terms the United States assumed payment of all American
claims, good, bad, indifferent—mostly the two latter—against Mexico, and in
addition paid her $15,000.000 for evervthing she claimed north of the Rio
Grande. In January of that year, J. W. Marshall, employved by Sutter to build
a sawmill at Coloma, forty miles up the American river from Sacramento,
feund gold. At first Sutter and Marshall were skeptical regarding the value
of the find and wished to delay the publication of the secrct, but an Indian
who had worked in the gold mines of L.a Paz caught sight of the nuggets. and
his loud cry of “Ora! Ora!” was heard around the world. As the tidal-wave
of miners swept into the Golden West, the people. weary of military governors
and old Mexican laws, clamored for statchood. The slave-holding portion of
Congress arranged to make darky-plantations out of this slice of Uncle Sam’s
territorial gains, but the flood of gold-hunters from the northern states helped
disarrange the plans. Washington doing nothing, a provisional government
convention met at Monterey September 1, 1849, and California got busy. The
state lines were run, slavery forever barred, a secal adopted. San Jose selected
as the capital and Peter H. Burnett elected governor. The first legislature
lasted from December 17 to April 22, 1850, and is known in history as the
“Legislature of a Thousand Drinks.” The name is a joke and a misnomer, as
that body did more real, sober work than any of its legislative successors.
John C. Fremont was elected United States Senator on the first ballot and
William M. Gwin on the second. The Pathfinder was a free-stater, while
Gwin was a southerner and pro-slavery advocate, and was a compromise choice,
the legislature being strongly against slavery. So California went to house-
keeping as a full-fledged state nine months before her admission into the
Union—an unusual thing, but showed the native enterprise of the far west.
In Congress the admission of California was fiercely opposed by the South,
led by Senator Jeff Davis, but the bill passed and President Fillmore attached
his signature September 9, 1850. The honor of placing California in the
Union would have come to General Zachary Taylor, ending the work he
began in Mexico, but his death in the presidential chair had elevated Vice-
President Fillmore to the position.

A State That Was Not a State.

Thus California became a state de jure—the thirty-first star in the politi-
cal union—and for four or five years was about as poorly managed a piece of
territory as it had been under the Mexican government. The census of
1850 gave the state about 117,000 pcople. and two years later this number had
grown to 265,000, and by the end of 1856 the estimate was over one-half
million. The preliminary skirmishing of the great Civil war was on, and
although the dominant politicians of the state were pro-slavery Democrats,
their opponents, the Whigs, were morally no better, and the same rascally
element flourished in both parties. The mines were turning out their annual
golden millions, yet the public finances were at the lowest ebb, under the
official incompetence and dishonesty that was the rule. But this was to be
expected in a community peopled with the drift of the world—the human-
float of the age—and things grew cleaner about the time the great bell of the
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Vigilance Committee began to ring. Then California grew steadily and
rapidly. There was nothing to prevent this. Her mild, healthful temperature,
her boundless resources, her every natural prospect pleasing, could not but
attract a home-seeking people from afar. So she progessed—by accident.

CHAPTER XV.
FROM SAN DIEGO TO SONOMA.

The reader has seen three centuries pass between San Diego and
Sonoma — the beginning of Spanish dominion in Alta California, when
Cabrillo’s flag arose, September 28, 1542, and its ending when Vallejo’s ensign
fell Tune 14, 1846. He has seen the missions lift themselves over field and
flock, strong in rights temporal and spiritual, flourish a while amid their
acres and acolytes, and then go down to slim parishes and piles of adobe
ruins—frequently to serve as topics for emotional writers. They were not
strenuous Saxon years full of sound and fury, these centuries that came
northward along the Pacific littoral; they were slumberous Spanish years,
made up of mafianas—tomorrows—that walked-in-sleep along the leagues of
golden poppy plains, and across the emerald oaten hills to wake into—to
break into— the day of the gringo. If the Spanish priest and Spanish soldier
left little to mark their presence here, they left no record of injustice or op-
pression in their treatment of the simple natives of the land. The mild
servitude of the mission and the government of the territory did not materially
interfere with the Indian’s creature comforts, and if his spirituality was
shallow. his residence within sight of the chapel admitted him to the mission
soup-house—and the Franciscans were good cooks. In the memory of that
pastoral period the reader may hear amid the din of the money-mad present
the faint, sweet echoes of the angelus bells coming from the missions that
are dead and gone. The company of American settlers from the Sacramento,
Solano and Napa valleys that rode down into Pueblo Sonoma were the new
overlords of this princely domain, and their flag, rudely symbolical of mastery,
nativity and permanency, was the advance sign of the change. Heading the
line of California governors might in courtesy be placed Ezekiel Merritt, the
leader of that band, though his incumbency lasted only a few days. However,
history starts with Commodore John Drake Sloat, followed by another sailor,
Commodore Robert F. Stockton; then by four soldiers—Colonel J. C.
Fremont. General S. W. Kearny, Colonel R. B. Mason and General Bennet
Riley. The organization of the civil government in the “fall of '49” ended
the military period, although the state did not get into official business until
the autumn of ’50—the historical September 9.



54 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

CHHAPTER XVI.
SOLANO—A WIND, A SAINT, AN INDIAN, A COUNTY.

Solano—first an cast wind blowing across Old Spain: then a young
Spanish priest toiling in his western mission; then an American Indian,
accepting wonderingly the white man’s mystic faith; and finally a section of
California’s noble domain. Sem-Yeto's capital city. scat of government, was
a populous rancheria in what is now Suisun valley, though the tribes of
his dominion were scattered over the great plain from Sonoma castward to
the Sacramento. The chief seems to have been an amiable aborigine and
carly fell in love with the mission fare and faith. After the padre had bap-
tized him into the bosom of the church, Vallejo suggested for the convert
the name of the Mission, so he was christened Francisco Solano.  The
comandante found the new churchman quite useful and quite faithful to the
white settlers. “Solano was a king among the Indians,” writes Vallejo
in his annals. “All the tribes of Solano, Napa and Sonoma valleys were
under tribute to him,” and through this the comandante was enabled to keep
peace in his great territory, covering much of what is now Napa, Solano and
Yolo. As Solano fell into the ways of the palefaces—became more civilized—
he lost much of the saintly character received at his mission christening, and
frequently Vallejo would have to take his red friend in hand. But a night
in the guard-house away from the wine-cup would prepare the chief for the
headache and repentance of the morrow.

Valley of the Suisuns.

The Suisuns occupied the noble valley now known by their tribal name,
and in 1850, when twenty-seven counties of the state were put into shape,
the name of Solano was given the twenty-first. I.et the reader. on the map
of California, in its very center, find this splendid tract. Its five hundred
and eighty-three thousand acres front the great waterways—the San Pablo
and Suisun bays and the Sacramento river—and the other boundaries are
Napa county and its hill range on the west, Yolo and the Rio de los Putos on
the north. This Rio de los Putos is a very accommodating river, arising,
as it does, somewhere in the Napa highlands and swinging eastward among
the hills toward the Rio Sacramento. Its sparkling waters mark the boundary
lines and keep the county assessors of Solano and Yolo apart. And for this
service the name-smashers of the two counties call the pretty little stream
Putah creek, or “crick,” which seems to be a popular California mispronuncia-
tion. On the eastern side a meridian of longitude is the line for half the dis-
tance and the Sacramento river is on duty for the remainder. One hundred
and forty or fifty thousand acres of the southern portion of Solano are of the
swamp and overflow lands, and every year some of the slough and bay
bottom is turned up into the open air and into wonderful usefulness. From
the extreme southwestern corner of the county, out in San Pablo bay, which
touches the overflowed southeastern corner of Sonoma, to the most eastern
point of Solano on the Sacramento, there is an uninterrupted navigable water-
front of about sixty-five miles. This line, in the form of a crescent, begins
in the west and, sweeping along its tule margin, takes in the fine bay ports
of Vallejo and Denicia; in Suisun bay it incloses an archipeligo of islands,
reclaimed lands, the richest of the rich acres of California; and then a long
reach of Sacramento river before it cuts the Yolo line. Along the great stretch
of waterway are the landing places, shipping points, the inlets and outlets
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of this county’s marvelous productivity. A line run north and south through
the center of Solano from Putah creek to Chipp’s island in Suisun bay would
measure something like thirty-four miles; and another county-center line
from the Napa or Suscol hills running eastward to the Sacramento river
would be about thirty-three miles long. This makes the mean measurement
of Solano almost a square, not taking into consideration the sprit or jog—
Vallejo township—which extends westward sixteen miles through the tules.
This cuts Napa from the bay-front, but it saves to Solano Vallejo, Mare island,
an enormous sum of property valuation and approximately one-third of the
population of the county. The western boundary line is not a line of grace
and beauty, but it runs conveniently along the tops of the string of hills, zig-
zagging on its freakish way northward to the headwaters of Putah creek.
This using the everlasting hills for county “fences” is unusually common in
California—a good idea, for it sets the limits of the sections and keeps the
folks from drifting over into their neighbors’ domains. The line may be
ever so indelible, elusive, freakish, but the old mountain marks its locality.
The student of this county’s map, noting the peculiar topographical “lay of
the land,” will see a general restriction of the mountains to the northwestern
corner. Napa continues her elevations into her neighbor’s preserves, and
the up-ranges of Yolo sink at the Putah to appear in Vacaville township; or,
to be clearer in description, they depress themselves, permitting the little
stream gurgling down from its Lake county source to find its way eastward
towards the Sacramento. This leaves the middle, eastern and southern por-
tions of the county great sweeps of level, broken near the marshes by swells
of treeless hill. Thesec plains, beginning where the mountains abruptly cease,
to reach away into the distant horizon, are in strong contrast to the wooded
peaks and crags forever chained to their places in the north and west. Along
the Suscols—or, as the Spanish called them, “Sierra de Napa”—the domes
of elevation lift themselves sharply above -the range, the heights running
from the Elkhorn peak of one thousand feet to the Twin Sisters of sixteen
hundred feet. Miller’s peak, fifteen miles north of Fairfield, is the 1000-feet
crest of the ridge that walls Pleasants valley from the plains; and Blue Moun-
tain. one of the Vaca range, towers over the fruitful vales of that region almost
three thousand feet. These lands, high and low, peak and glen, are clothed
in California’s own wild vegetation, from the kingly oak down past the
laurel, madrona, manzanita, the more lowly chaparral, to the humble oats
and clover that alternately green and yellow the hills as the seasons go by.
The upper framework of these hills is a silicious sandstone, erosion of which
mingled with other drift from the hills comes down to the valleys, making a
loose, warm soil, hence the early fruits and vegetables of Solano. Thus the
old rocks up beyond the plow under the grind of time contribute of them-
selves that which makes the lower lands so fertile. These sandstones with
volcanic tufa and clay slate are good building material, fireproof and imperish-
able, and are quarried for this purpose throughout the county. The hydraulic
limestone or cement rock which is found abundantly in the hills near Fair-
field has become one of the great industries of the state; and black basalt, in
the western ranges, is sought for paving purposes. Among these rougher
geological deposits is the cinnabar mined in the southern end of the Suscol
range, and from which considerable quicksilver has been produced. Near
Suisun is a quarry of fine white crystalline marble capable of a beautiful
finish; and where the deposit is tinted with oxide of iron it shows under
polish like birdseye maple. Thus Solano’s hills are as productive as her plains.
Even the overflowed tracts that are being reclaimed and cultivated are rich
in decayed vegetation and the sedimentary deposits from the higher lands.
These are veritable gardens. This work of reclamation brings a twofold
result. The great dredgers heaping up the levees that are to keep back the
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tides and floods, deepen and widen the natural sloughs, making navigable
waterways, around and through and by the new territory. Within this mesh
of tule estuaries are Cashe, Merritt’s, Bounds, Linda, Prospect, Miner’s, Elk-
horn. Grizzly and other sloughs not yet deepened and widened to the impor-
tance of a name. Down from the hills flow the fresh water streams—products
of the rains and springs—bringing moisture and fertility to the lands below.
First of these is Putah creek, a Lake county contribution to the Sacramento
river, splashing along the northeasterly edge of Solano till it loses itself in
the tules of the big stream. Sweeny, Ulattis and Almo creeks start in the
Vaca hills and end in Cashe slough. and Pleasants valley creek, threading
that valley, adds itself to Putah creek. Suisun creek from the Napa hills and
Green Valley creek from near the Twin Peaks flow down to the bays.

Before the orchards and vineyards appeared in the incomparable valleys
leagues of grain fields covered the slopes and levels and their yearly harvests
poured in golden floods toward a world's market. Before these two periods
a wilderness mapped by nature was hill and plain. A pioneer traveler in
this noble garden has written: “Mile upon mile, acre after acre, the wild
oats grew in marvelous profusion, in many places to a prodigious height—
one great, glorious green of wild waving corn—high over head of the way-
farer on foot and shoulder-high with the equestrian. Wildflowers of every
prismatic shade charmed the eye. while they vied with each other in the gor-
geousness of their colors and blended into dazzling splendor. One breath
of wind, and the wide emerald expanse rippled itself into space, while with
a heavier breeze came a swell whose waves beat against the mountain sides,
and. being hurled back, were lost in the far-away horizon. Shadow pursued
shadow in a long, merry chase. The air was filled with the hum of bees,
the chirruping of birds, an overpowering fragrance from the various plants,
causing the smallest sounds, in the extreme solitude, to become like the roar
of the ocean.

“The hillsides, overrun as they were with a dense mass of almost im-
penetrable chaparral, were hard to penetrate; trees of a larger growth
struggled for existence in isolated sterile spots. On the plains but a few oaks
of any size were to be seen, a reason for this being found in the devastating
influence of the prairie fires, which were of frequent occurrence, thus de-
stroying the young shoots as they sprouted from the earth, as well as
scorching and injuring the older trees. This almost boundless range was
intersected throughout with trails whereby the traveler moved from point to
point. progress being, as it were, in darkness on account of the height of
the oats on either side, and rendered dangerous in the lower valleys by the
bands of wild cattle, sprung from the stock of the first or original settlers.
These found food and shelter on the plains during the night; at dawn of day
they repaired to the upper grounds to chew the cud and bask in the sun-
shine. At every yard, coyotes sprang from the feet of the vovager. The
hissing of snakes, the frightened rush of lizards, all tended to heighten the
sense of danger; while the flight of quail, the nimble run of the rabbit and the
stampede of antelope and elk, which abounded in thousands, added to the
charm, making the wanderer feel the utter insignificance of man, the ‘noblest
work of God.’

“Then the rivers, creeks and sloughs swarmed with fish of various kinds
that had not, as yet, been rudely frightened by the whirl of civilization. The
water at the Green Valley Falls, that favorite picnic-resort of today, leaped,
as now, from crag to crag. splashing back its spray in many a sparkle. Then
the shriek of the owl, the scream of the panther or the gruff growl of the
grizzly was heard.”

Solano county comes out of the void somewhere in 1817, when Lieutenant
Jose Sanchez, with a small force of troops, crossed the Straits of Carquinez
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“to explore the new country and to reduce the natives to Christianity,”
according to an old report of the affair. With characteristic Spanish prompti-
tude, he reduced the rancherias and many of their inhabitants to ashes. That
was about all the exploration that was done for almost a generation. Among
the few Mexicans who early slipped into the locality were the Vaca (or
Baca) and the Pefia families. The date of their appearance is 1841. Manuel
Vaca built his adobe dwelling in the noble valley that flowers and fruits in
his name, and Juan Felipe Pefia settled not far away. Next year the
Armijos occupied their grant a few miles north of the present county seat.
These three families and Vallejo early owned all of what is now Solano,
but now, of those big ranchos, only the memories remain. Even the names
have dwindled. Vallejo is used to designate a city; Vaca (the gringos called
it Barker) marks the limits of a valley; Armijo is a schoolhouse, and Pefia
was changed to a creek, as enchanted persons in classic days were turned to
fountains. Others of the early settlers have passed quite away, bag and
baggage, date and name, leaving nothing for remembrance. But these im-
provident Espafiols lived well during their short residence in Las Californias,
and in their big adobes a rugged splendor was maintained. The ranchos were
well stocked with horses, cattle, Indians and other forms of retainers, im-
pedimenta. The adobe houses were not fairy structures, but were roomy
and extremely comfortable, the thick walls making them warm in winter
and cool in summer, and the tile roofs making them water-tight. When a
don, with or without his family, went abroad, he went in state with gaily
caparisoned vaqueros and servants for escort.

CHAPTER XVII.

EARLY SETTLERS OF SOLANO COUNTY.

The first known American settler of Solano is John R. Wolfskill, who
located on the Woliskill grant on Putah creek in 1842, With his brother
William he had first lived at Los Angeles, the two coming in 1838 from
Kentucky and Missouri, where they had had ample opportunities to prove
up on their sterling pioneer qualitics. When John came northward from
the southland he drove before him nine head of cattle. With his stock he
first stopped at what is now Yountville, Napa County, and borrowing a
fresh horse from the celebrated Napa pioneer, George Yount, he started
eastward on a ranch-hunt. When he finally appeared on the banks of the
Rio de los Putos, he was in the midst of a dense wilderness filled with fierce
and dangerous animals. The first night of Wolfskill’s residence on his estate
was in a big tree with bears, panthers and other too-friendly carnivora
prowling and howling around his bedroom or roosting-place. But John
Wolfskill was not the kind of a man to shun the perils of the wilds, and his
deadly rifle soon cleaned out the bands of bears and other original claim-
ants. At this time he was the solitary American in Solano county, his
nearest neighbors being George Yount in Napa and John Sutter at Sacra-
mento. But with his brother Sershal he quickly cleared out the wilds and
the noble estate on the Putah has long been the glory of that township.

Outside of the Wolfskill ranch on Putah creek, Solano remained
virtually a howling wilderness until 1846. Then other immigrants began to
come in, among whom were Nathan Barbour and Landy Alford, just from
Missouri. Alford went to Sonoma and Barbour that year enlisted in Fre-
mont’s battalion, serving with the “Pathfinder” for several months. In 1847
the two were together again, in Sonoma, each constructing a dwelling-house
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and otherwise preparing to become permanent citizens of that pueblo. But
a peculiar circumstance changed their plans. Dr. Robert Sempfe, one of
the Bear Flag party, and United States Consul Thomas O. Larkin were
interested in the building of Benicia. General Vallejo had donated the site
on the north shore of the Carquinez straits, and only houses and their occu-
pants were wanted, and Larkin was preaching an immigration to the new
metropolis. He offered the two house-builders a site in Benicia, a bonus
of $1.000 each if they would permit the removal of the domiciles. The offer
was accepted and the beginning of Benicia went out of Sonoma. Probably
the first American family in Suisun valley was that of Daniel M. Berry, who
in 1847 located in a tent, about six miles west of Fairfield. This was near
Rockville. where Chief Solano had lived, holding court over the red Suisuns.
His adobe at that date was occupied by Jesus Molino, an intelligent Indian
who farmed some of the fertile land lying around him. Captain Von Pfister
was one of the notable arrivals in Benicia that year. He rented William
McDonald’s new adobe building and in this opened the pioneer store of the
county. Among the early Solano residents who frequented this country
emporium and sat on the captain’s cracker barrels were Doc Semple, Charles
Hand, Edward Higgins, Ben Burbush, Dave A. Davis, William Bryan (not
Jennings). George Stevens. James Thompson, Stephen Cooper, F. S, Holland,
Landy Alford, BLnJamm McDonald, William Russell, Henry Mathews,
William J. Tustan. Iiven from across the Straits of Carquinez came people,
notably the Martinez family, “to trade” in Benicia. Samuel Green McMahon,
the Longs—]. P., Willis and Clay—Albert Lyon and John Patton that year
added themselves to the sparse settlement of Vaca valley.

The great discovery of gold in 1848 shook up the world and California
sprang full-populationed if not full- armed before the world. The last lap
of the gold-seekers was from San Francisco up the bays, past Benicia and
the Solano shore, and up the Sacramento river. In the winters of 49 and
’50 large numbers of the miners returncd to Benicia—those who were flush,
to spend in the usual riot; and those who were not, to try their luck in more
sober pursuits. Thus this portion of the new commonwealth began to show
“on the map.” In 1848 John Stilts, W. P. Durbin and Charles Ramsey located
in Green valley. Landy Alford the next spring came up from Benicia and
lived on what is now known as the Lewis Pierce farm, in Suisun valley.
General J. B. Frisbie and Paul K. I{ubbs about this time arrived at Benicia,.
and Mathias Wolfskill joined his brother, John R., on Putah creek. In the
fall Nathan Barbour transferred his residence to Suisun valley; also there
came to that locality J. H. Bauman, W. A. Dunn and Harvy Rice. In 1850
Benicia and its rival—Vallejo, seven miles away—were becoming cities.
They were rivals only in legislative honors when the state capital—on
wheels—was rolling back and forth across the hills between the two places
until it drifted “up the river” to New Helvetia. During the next year
E. F. Gillespie, James G. Edwards located in Suisun valley; Charles Ramsey,
J. B. Lemon and Captain Wing in Green Valley; W. G. Davison, George A.
Gillespie arrived in the valley, and Elijah S. Silvey brought himself and his
name to the town and township of Silveyville; Dr. O. C. Udell was the
pioneer physician of Putah creck, and J. M. Perry kept the first blacksmith
shop in the county. In 1852 the first store in Suisun valley was opened
by J. W. Seaver. The county was now settling up, and the wildness of
the past growing tame in the hands of the newcomers. While many of the
immigrants still lived in their early log cabins, occasionally frame dwellings
would appear, though at considerable expense. John R. Wolfskill on the
Rio los Putos hauled the timber for his residence from Benicia, distance
forty miles. This cost him 1214 cents a foot, and the driver of his team
cost him in wages $16 a day. At first the farms were not expensively han-
dled. A few acres would, at the outset, be inclosed by a ditch and mound,
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with brushwood heaped on top to protect the growing crops from the depre-
dations of wild cattle and other animals; timber was not to be procured
save under disadvantageous circumstances of fatigue and risk; while a still
greater enemy was ever to be feared in the firing of the uncut portions of
the wild oats, which, when ignited, burned with fearful rapidity. Civilization
had, however, made its impress upon the land. Hay and grain were coming
into the market, and between the Suisun landing, or embarcadero, small craft
were transporting the produce to San Francisco.

Benicia was the pioneer metropolis of Solano county and was for a time
a candidate for metropolis of California—its rapid progress was marked.
Major Stephen Cooper opened the first hotel in the county and called it the
“California House.” It was afterwards conducted by Captain E. H. Von
Pfister at a rental of $500 a month. The first church was Presbyterian and
was built in 1849, the frame of the building having been imported from one of
the eastern states. The first school was opened during that year. The first
birth was a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Barbour, and the first mar-
riage was that of Dr. Robert Semple to Miss Fannie Cooper, the daughter
of Stephen Cooper, Judge of the Court of the First Instance. The first
record of a death is that of John Semple, a son of the doctor by a former
marriage.

In December, 1851, the plat of the town of Vacaville was filed and in
1853 a post-office was established at Cordelia. In this year Dr. S. K. Nurse
located at what is now Denverton. The doctor called the place Nurse’s
Landing and it soon became quite a shipping point. The land under culti-
vation in the county in 1852 was about 6,000 acres, and in 1855 this had
increased to 18,500 acres, distributed as follows:. Wheat, 7,500 acres, 150,000
bushels yield; barley, 5200 acres, 156,000 bushels; oats, 700 acres, 28,000
bushels; hay, 4,000 acres, 6,000 tons; corn, 700 acres, 21,000 bushels; pota-
toes. 200 acres, 30,000 bushels; onions, 30 acres, 50 tons; other crops, 160
acres. In that year the county contained about 535,000 acres of land. To
show the advance in seven years, the county assessor in 1862 reported the
acreage of Solano to be 545,440, distributed as follows: Valley land. adapted
for tillage, 292,000 acres; mountain and hill land, suitable for grazing pur-
poses, 118,440 acres; swamp and overflowed lands (now being reclaimed),
about 92,000 acres; bays and estuaries within the county cover the surface
of about 43,000 acres.

The first legislature met at San Jose December 15, 1849, and the follow-
ing February it passed an act subdividing the state into counties and estab-
lishing seats of justices therein. In April the legislature established county
courts of sessions, with a county judge and two justices of the peace as
associate judges. This called for townships and Solano was subdivided into
Suisun and Benicia townships. This arrangement was soon found to be
unwieldy and Vallejo township was cut from it, as was Vacaville township
cut out of Suisun. Then four divisions were found to be too few, and Green
Valley township was chipped from Suisun and Vallejo. Other subdivisions
have been made from time to time as the county grew in population and
political importance, till now the townships are as follows: Benicia and
Vallejo townships in the southwestern corner of the county; Green Valley,
adjoining and directly north of Benicia township and bordering Napa county;
Suisun, a large township but nearly one-half of its surface being reclaimed
or yet overflowed bay lands, situated in about the center of the county;
Vacaville, in northwestern portion of the county, adjoining Napa and Yolo
counties; Elmira, a township almost square, east of the town of Vacaville;
Fremont lies in the northeast corner of Solano, bounded on the north and
east by Yolo; Silveyville is between Vacaville and Fremont and bordering
Yolo county; Maine Prairie is south of Fremont and Silveyville and borders
Yolo on the east; south of these two townships is Rio Vista township, lying
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its full length along the Sacramento river; west of Rio Vista and bordering
on this river and Suisun bay is Montezuma township; north of this and
lying between Suisun on the west and Rio Vista on the east is Denverton
township.

CHAPTER XVIIIL
LOCATION OF THE COUNTY SEAT.

With population coming thickly to the upper portions of the county,
the location of the county seat at Benicia was found to be too far from
the county center. The result of this agitation was a county seat conven-
tion met August 7, 1858, at Suisun City with the following delegates:

Suisun township—Philip Palmer, R. D. Pringle, H. Russell, P. O. Clay-
ton, John Wayman, John A. Payton, V. Hawkins, Frank Aldridge, J. P.
McKessick.

Vacaville township—H. B. Ammons, F. J. Bartlett, W. G. Fore, H. G.
Davidson, E. L. Bennett, E. S. Silvey, Mason Wilson, J. M. Dudley, J. W.
Anderson. George A. Gillespie.

Montezuma township—E. A. Townsend, C. J. Collins, J. B. Carrington.

Fremont township—R. S. Phelps, J. B. Tufts.

Green Valley township—G. B. Stevenson, A. M. Stevenson, Samuel G.
Martin, W. P. Durbin.

It will be noticed that .Benicia and Vallejo sent no delegates to the
convention, but those present voted upon a location as they selected. Fair-
field, Suisun City, Vacaville and Denverton entered the race for county seat
honors. Captain Robert H. Waterman, for Fairfield. offered to deed the
county sixteen acres adjoining the town, known as “Union Park,” also four
blocks adjoining this for courthouse grounds; A. P. Jackson, for Suisun City,
proposed donating $5,550 in money, also a 120x100-foot lot, then known as
“Owen’s Tavern Stand;” Mason Wilson, for Vacaville, bid four blocks of
land and $1,000; J. B. Carrington offered Denverton without any cash induce-
ments.

In the vote Fairfield received sixteen ballots, Suisun City twelve and
Mr. Carrington voted for Denverton. Fairfield was declared to be the chief
candidate, to be voted on by the electorate of the county at the next general
election. This took place September 2, 1858, with the following result:
Fairfield, 1,029 votes; Benicia, 625; Denverton, 38; Suisun City, 26; Vallejo,
10; Rockville, 2; total, 1,730.

This settled the county seat question and Captain Waterman gave bonds
in the sum of $10,000 for the faithful performance of Fairfield’s obligation.
Union Park and the four blocks were deeded to the county, the first tract as
a courthouse site and the additional lots to be sold for the benefit of the
proposed buildings. It must not be imagined that Vallejo’s ten votes were
all she voted that auspicious day, or that they were the measure of a mild
interest in the question. There is good reason to believe that the Vallejo
vote could have kept the county seat at Benicia—only seven miles away—
but for the remembrance of 1852, when the Carquinez city deprived Vallejo
of the state capital. This is made evident in the following publication of
the “disaster” in the Solano Herald of Benicia:

“ET TU BRUTE!

“In every general engagement, however glorious the bulletin of victory,
there necessarily follows the melancholy supplement of casualties. In the
list of killed and wounded of Wednesday's battle, our eye falls mournfully
on the name of Benicia—Benicia! The long-suffering, mortally wounded,
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if not dead—killed by Vallejo’s unsparing hand! That the people of Suisun
and the adjoining region should have desired a removal of the county seat
was by no means surprising; but Vallejo! et tu Brute! In the house of our
friends we were wounded. ’

“While we hold in grateful remembrance the majority of the citizens of
Vallejo, let us not forget those aspiring gentlemen who dealt us the deadly
blow. ‘Lord, keep our memory green,’ for good and evil.” .

The election that moved the county seat to Fairfield also sclected a
new board of supervisors—J. G. Gardner, D. B. Holman and E. F. Gillespie—
and they soon got busy. The county records had been moved from Benicia
(the prisoners boarded in the Contra Costa county jail), a temporary build-
ing rented for the county officials, $50 was allowed for the architect whose
plans would be accepted, and sealed bids for courthouse (50x40 feet) and jail
(35x35 feet) were requested. They were opened March 14, 1839, and were
as follows: William B. Carr, $28,400; A. Barrows, $38,500; G. W. Cord,
$28,200; E. M. Benjamin and N. Smith, $27,200; C. Murphy, T. Collins, J. J.
Doyle, $31.200; S. T. Carlisle, $37.745; J. J. Denny, $31,000; John B. Sanford.
$27,350; William McCarty, $29,500; Charles B. Tool, $34,300; Larkin Richard-
son, $24,440. This being the lowest bid, he gave bonds in the sum of $48,880—
a good, stiff bond—and went to work, completing according to specifications
the jail by September 1 of the year, and the courthouse by September 1, 1860.
George Bordwell, the architect, received a sum equal to one-eighth of the
contract price for his services. A special act of the legislature authorized the
board of supervisors to levy a tax of 50 cents upon each $100 of taxable
property in the county for the constructioh of these buildings. The new
courthouse was fitted up for occupancy by J. W. Batcheller for $1,963. It
stood in the center of Union Park, facing Union street, and the jail was
located directly to the eastward. The old frame temporary courthouse was
several years afterwards placed on the west side of the new building, about
the same distance from it as the jail was on the east.

In 1878 the board of supervisors of Solano issued $15,000 7 per cent
bonds for the construction of a fireproof hall of records. They were pur-
chased by Sutro & Co., bankers of San Francisco, for $15,356. Architect
George Bordwell prepared the plans and specifications, and the lowest bid
was $11,597, made by Richard and John McCann, of San Francisco. The
building, which was completed in November, 1878, stood twenty feet to
the west of the courthouse and was 60x30 feet. It was two stories in height
and connected with the other building by an iron bridge crossing to the
second story. The recorder’s office occupied the lower floor and the county
clerk and supervisors occupied the upper. The furnishing of the new
structure cost $2,000; the whole or total cost of the building being $15,400.
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CHAPTER XIX.
EARLY POLITICAL HISTORY OF SOLANO COUNTY.

Solano’s early political history is not voluminous nor startling. Prior
to the American occupation of California what is now this county was com-
paratively a small space—rancho—in the center of the grcat Sonoma district,
a territory lying between the Pacific and the Sacramento, San Francisco bay
and the Oregon line. General Vallejo in his capital—Sonoma—was the Mexi-
can military governor from 1835 to 1846. The district was apportioned into
prefectures presided over by alcaldes. The American soldier-governors who
directed California affairs during the war were truly wise in one regard—
they virtually made no changes in the handling of the courts of justice.
Where an American was appointed alcalde he opened court in the gringo
lingo. and that was the only new thing heard. Alcalde John Nash of Sonoma
was the first American civil official commissioned, and Alcalde Stephen
Cooper of Benicia probably soon after. Nash—Squire Nash, as his neigh-
bors styled him—was not a success in the judiciary and he was “recalled.”
Lilburn W. Boggs. ex-governor of Missouri, a citizen of Sonoma, succeeded
the retiring alcalde. Stephen Cooper was afterwards advanced in official
dignity and was appointed by General Riley, military governor of the terri-
tory, to be a judge of first instance. In the early court records on file at
Fairfield is recorded an instance of quick justice in those no-delay days. It
reads: ‘“The Pcople of California Territory vs. George Palmer. Now comes
the said people by right of their attorney, and the said defendant by Semple
and O’Melveny, and the prisoner having been arraigned on the indictment
in this cause, pleads not guilty. Thereupon a jury was chosen, selected and
sworn, when, after hearing the evidence and argument of counsel, returned
into court the following verdict, to-wit:

“The jury in the case of Palmer, defendant, the State of California,
plaintiff. have found a verdict of guilty on both counts of the indictment,
and sentenced him to receive the following punishment, to-wit:

“On Saturday, the 24th day of November, to be conducted by the sheriff
to some public place and there receive on his bare back seventy-five lashes,
with such weapon as the sheriff may deem fit, on each count respectively,
and to be banished from the district of Sonoma within twelve hours after
whipping, under penalty of receiving the same number of lashes for each
and every day he remains in the district after the first whipping.

“(Signed) ALEXANDER RipDELL, Foreman.”
. This verdict was carried into effect.

The war with Mexico being ended, Congress wrangling over the slavery
question, and California still in the hands of the military, the inhabitants
thereof started out in their big fight for statehood. Brigadier-General Riley, -
the last and best of the soldier-governors, strove to impress upon the discon-
tented people that California was not an army post, but was a territory
under a civil government recognized by the existing laws of California,
which were vested in a governor appointed by the supreme government;
or in default of such appointment, the office was vested in the commanding
military officer of the district. He moreover recommended the election of
delegates to a state or territorial constitutional convention. This was done;
the delegates from the district of Sonoma being General Vallejo, Joel Walker
and Walter R. Semple. The convention met at Monterey, September 1,
1849. a state constitution was adopted, Peter H. Burnett was elected governor,
two congressmen sent to Washington and a full legislature chosen. Then
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California, without awaiting the sanction of Congress or any other higher
power than herself, admitted herself into the Union—made herself a state.
This novel position she maintained till September 9, 1850, when Congress’
officially gave her the thirty-first star of statehood.

The first election under the new order held in Solano took place April 1,
1850. with the following result: County judge, James Craig; district attorney,
R. A. Maupin; clerk., Sarshel Bynum; attorney, D. R. Wright; surveyor,
Ben W. Barlow; sheriff, Frank Brown; recorder, Sarshel Bynum; assessor,
Stephen Cooper; coroner, W. F. Peabody; treasurer, David F. Beveridge.
About forty-three officers and enlisted men of the United States government
voted in this election. James Craig for county judge failed to qualify and
at a special election Joseph Winston was chosen for the office. The office
of county attorney was declared vacant and C. Gillis was elected. On
October 7, 1850, another election was held in the county for the choice of
several state and district officers, also the choice of a city for the state capital.
As the result E. H. Thorp, for clerk of the supreme court, received 96 votes;
Fred P. Macy, for state superintendent of public instruction, 36; James A.
McDougal, for attorney-gencral, 98; J. D. Bristol, for district attorney for
the district composed of Marin, Sonoma, Napa, Solano and Mendocino, 132;
Martin E. Cook, for senator for the district composed of Marin, Sonoma,
Napa, Solano, Mendocino, Yolo, Colusa and Trinity, 101; John S. Bradford,
for assemblman for the district composed of Marin, Sonoma, Napa and
Solano, 113; for the location of the state capital, Vallejo received 168 votes,
San Jose and Monterey 1 each. Shortly after this the offices of sheriff and
surveyor becoming vacant, B. C. Whitman and A. F. Bradley were elected
for the offices respectively. Early in 1851 Sheriff Whitman and Attorney
Gillis retired from office and special elections landed the following named in
office: Paul Shirley, sheriff ; Thomas M. Swan, attorney; William Barnett
and James Wyatt, justices of the peace. Vallejo township; William E. Brown,
constable, Vallejo township; Daniel M. Berry and W. P. Degman, justices of
the peace, Suisun township; William Munn, constable, Suisun township;
Calvin Brown, justice of the peace, and J. G. Dennis, constable, for Denicia
township. At this early period the voters of the county were not of great
number, and seem to have been distributed as follows: Benicia township,
174 ; Vallejo township, 29; Suisun township, 72.

In the general election of September 3, 1851, Solano’s vote on some of
the candidates is interesting. [For governor—John Bigler, Democrat, re-
ceived 233 .votes, and P. B. Reading, Whig, 393. Bigler was elected, beating
Reading in the entire state 22,613 to 21,531 votes.

For lieutenant-governor—Solano county gave Drury P. Baldwin, Whig.
373 votes, and Samuel Purdy, Democrat, 248. Purdy beat Baldwin in the
state 23,373 to 19,656.

For attorney general—She gave W. D. Fair, Whig, 366, and S. C.
Iastings, Democrat, 252. The Democrat beat his Whig opponent 23,016
to 21,044.

For justice supreme court—Tod Robinson, Whig, 366; Solomon Heyden-
feldt, Democrat, 247. Heydenfeldt beat the Whig, 24,428 to 20,670.

For state controller—A. G. Abell, Whig, 369; W. T. Pierce, Democrat,
248. Again the Democrat, beaten in Solano, bested his opponent in the state
to the tune of 22,996 to 20,675.

For surveyor-general—Walter Herron, Whig, received 363 votes; W. M.
Eddy, Democrat, 254. Eddy won in the state, 22,678 to 21,473.

Even in the choice of two congressmen Solano stuck to her dearly-
beloved Whigs, and lost. She gave to E. C. Marshall, Democrat, 274 (his
state vote 23,604), and to E. J. C. Kewen, Whig, 371 (state vote 20,407) ; to
Joseph W. McCorkle, Democrat, 250 (state vote 23,624), and to Ben F.
Moore, Whig, 347 (state vote 19,071).
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For state treasurer, however, Solano broke the rule, giving Richard
Roman, Democrat, 318, and J. M. Burt, Whig, 301. In the state Roman
beat Burt 24,606 to 19.777. She voted for Senator J. M. Estell, the victorious
Democrat, but was for James S. Graham, the victorious Whig, assemblman.
This division of ballots showed the state Democratic and the county Whig.
However, these were the “days of gold,” and it was hard to get candidates
for office. The duties were difficult and the pay poor in comparison. A
man with pick, shovel and pan might wash out more wealth in one day
than he could draw in a month’s salary. Frequently “present incumbent”
would turn up missing, to be heard of on some distant claim, and his office
would be declared vacant.

CHAPTER XX.
MEXICAN GRANTS.

When the Territory of California came into the United States what is
now Solano county contained six Mexican grants, having a total of about
186,000 acres. Under the terms of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo this
government was bound to confirm these rancho titles if found valid—which
theyswere. But in many instances the boundary lines of the tracts were
indefinite and claimants in the form of “squatters” had confused owner-
ships, causing bitter controversies and protracted litigation. Where surveys
had been made carelessly, lines run “on horseback” in a gallop from point to
point, it is no wonder that the real location of tracts of land was sometimes
difficult. However, long lawsuits and years of dispute cleared the clouds
from the titles and peace hovered over the fertile plains of California. The
big tracts in Solano were as follows: The Suisun rancho occupied the whole
of Suisun valley and contained about seventeen thousand seven hundred
and fifty-two acres. Suscol rancho, lying on the south and west, including
the townships of Vallejo and Benicia, contained eighty-four thousand acres.
Tolenas, or Armijo, rancho, northeast of the Suisun rancho, with thirteen
thousand three hundred and fourtecen acres. Vaca and Pena rancho, includ-
ing all of Vaca valley, contained about forty-four thousand three hundred
and eighty acres. Rio Los Putos, or Wolfskill, rancho was situated in the
north and west portion of the county on Putah creek. A large part of the
grant was in Yolo county, but that portion in Solano was eight thousand eight
hundred and eighty acres. Ulpinos, or Bidwell, rancho occupied the eastern
part of the county, along the Sacramento river and the sloughs covering
the town of Rio Vista and the Montezuma hills; it contained about seven-
teen thousand seven hundred and fifty-two acres.

In old papers may be found interesting histories of these grants and the
methods of their transfer from government to citizen. One of the records
contains the grant to the Indian, Solano, of four leagues of land in Suisun’
valley. It may be stated that the grant was only a confirmation of his
original and righteous claim as a native of the soil, and as he so states in his
petition dated January 16, 1837:

(Translation.)
“To the Comandante-General M. G. Vallejo, Sonoma:

“Francisco Solano, principal chief of the unconverted Indians and born
captain of the ‘Suisunes,” in due form before your honor represents:

“That, being a free man, and owner of a sufficient number of horses
and cattle to establish a rancho, he solicits from the strict justice and good-
ness of your honor, that you be pleased to grant him the land of the Suisun,
with its known appurtenances, which are a little more than four square
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leagues from the ‘Portzuela to the Salina de Sacha. Said lands belongs to
him by hereditary right from his ancestors, and he is actually in possession
of it; but he wishes to revalidate his rights in accordance with the existing
laws of our republic and of the order of colonization recently decreed by the
supreme government.

“He therefore prays that your honor be pleased to grant him the land
which he asks for, and procure for him, from the proper sources, the titles
which may be necessary for his security, and that you will also admit this on
common paper, there being none of the corresponding stamp in this place.

“(Signed) Fra~cisco SorLaxo.”

General Vallejo immediately issued a decree granting Solano tempo-
rarily and provisionally the occupancy and use of the four leagues asked
for. Ile also instructed the petitioner to petition the government of the
state for the usual title deeds in order to make valid his rights. This the
Indian did and in the answer written six days after (an American governor
would have been nearer six years) Solano rececived the deeds to his rancho
from Governor Juan B. Alvarado. The following is a translation of the
grant:

“Whereas, the aboriginal, Francisco Solano, for his own personal benefit
and that of his family, has asked for the land known by the name of Suisun,
of which place he is a native, and chief of the tribes of the frontier of
Sonoma, and being worthy of reward for the quietness which he has caused
to be maintained by that unchristianized people; the proper proceedings and
examinations having previously been made as required by the laws and
regulations, using the powers conferred on me in the 'name of the Mexican
nation, I have granted him the above-mentioned land, adjudicating to him
the ownership of it, by these presents, being subject to the approbation of
the most excellent departmental junta, and to the following conditions,
to-wit :

“That he may inclose it, without prejudice to the crossings, roads and
servitudes, and enjoy it freely and exclusively, making such use and cultiva-
tion of it as he may see fit; but within one year he shall build a house and it
shall be inhabited.

“He shall ask the magistrate of the place to give him judicial possession
of it, in virtue of this order, by whom the boundaries shall be marked out,
and he shall place in them, besides the landmarks, some fruit or forest trecs
of some utility.

“The land herein mentioned is to the extent of four sitios de granado
mayor (four square leagues), with the limits, as shown on the map accom-
panying the respective expediente. The magistrate who gives the possession
will have it measured according to ordinance, leaving the excess that may
result to the nation for its convenient uses.

“If he contravene these conditions, he shall lose his right to the land
and it may be denounced by another.

“In consequence, I order these presents be held firm and valid; that a
register be taken of it in the proper book, and that it be given to the party
interested, for his voucher and other purposes.

“Given this twenty-first day of January, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-two, at Monterey.

“(Signed) Juan B. ALvARADO,
“(Signed) MANUEL JIMENO, Secretary.”

On October 3, 1845, the departmental assembly at Los Angeles issued
an approval of the report and proceedings and Solano was confirmed in per-
petual possession of his claim. . )

The first application of Armijo was made in the following:

“To the Sefior Comandante-General:
4
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“Jose Francisco Armijo, by birth a Mexican, before your honor, in the
manner which may be best for me in the law, says: That having four sons,
natives of the same country. without owning any lands to cultivate, finding
myself owner of about one hundred head of cattle, the product of which I
annually lose, supplicate that your honor will be pleased to concede to me
the place known by the name of Tolenas. That in company with my son,
Antonio Maria, I dedicate myself to the cultivation of my own land and
the breeding of cattle, with the understanding that the land which I solicit
is from the place already mentioned. to Ololatos creck, containing about
three leagues of land, more or less, and it joins with the Suisun rancho.

“For this I pray that you will be pleased to decree as | have petitioned.,
for which 1 respectfully forward herewith the map.

“This favor I shall perpetuate on my memory.

[Does not know how to sign.]

“Sonoma, November 22, 1839.” ,

Vallejo made an order on the margin of this petition in which permis-
sion was given Armijo to occupy the premises described therein upon
condition that he should not in any manner molest or disturb the wild Indians
who lived upon it; but on the contrary should endeavor to inspire them
with confidence in the whites; and should any act of rebellion occur among
them, he should immediately communicate the same to Solano, the chief
of the “Suisunes,” with whom, by reason of his proximity with both parties,
it would be convenient to advise as to whatever might conduce to the lives
and tranquillity of the settlers. Armijo, upon this order, entered into the
possession of the land, and subsequently received his grant.

Solano’s title to the Suisun grant afterwards passed by purchase to
General Vallejo, and Armijo’s title to the Tolenas, upon his death in 1849,
to his son Antonio. A long-drawn-out boundary dispute between Vallejo
and Armijo over the north line dividing the Suisun and Tolenas grants for
many years kept the titles of subsequent purchasers in the clouds.

The litigation connected with Suscol and the Luco, or El Sobrante,
grants was the most noted land controversy of the state. The Suscol title
came from Vallejo and it was claimed by the subscquent purchasers that
the eleven-league grant was given the general in consideration for money
and supplies furnished the Mexican, or state, government. Also for his
official services. After a long and expensive contest, the grant was declared
invalid and the tract public land. Congress came to the relief of the pur-
chasers under the Vallejo title with a special pre-emption act, which allowed
them to enter their lands at $1.25 per acre.

In the “Sobrante” case one Juan Luco claimed to have purchased from a
Mexican vaquero a grant which he had received in all due form from the
Mexican government. The size of the flimsy claim should have killed even
an imaginary title, as it covered 284.000 acres. The grant was finally rejected
by the courts, and the public domain made all the larger by said decision.
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CHAPTER XXI.
BENICIA THE BLESSED.

Benicia would have been Francesco or Francisco but for the fact that
the port of Yerba Buena, farther down the string of bays, “got there” first.
The city on the straits of Carquinez was to take one of the names of Sefiora
Vallejo (Francesca), but Yerba Buena got the name of St. Francis de Assisi,
slightly changed it to San Francesco before her civic rival was ready for a
title. So Benicia, another of Sefiora Vallejo’s several Christian names, was
substituted. The name means “beneficent,” *‘heneficial,” “blessing,” and is
a good one. ,

Soon after the town survey was completed by Jasper O’Farrell, William
I. Tustin. wife and son, from Sonoma, arrived at the place. They found the
surveyor’s stakes standing in the wild oats, the bay washing the shore, and
that was all there was to Benicia the Blessed. The Tustins camped on the
city site and three days after were joined by Dr. Semple, who came from
Bodega with a schooner-load of lumber, a portion of which went into Tustin’s
house, and thus began the city named in honor of Francesca Benicia Maria
Felipsa Carrillo-Vallejo. The town grew rapidly and was soon an important
bay port, bidding fair to meet the anticipations of its founders.

“Doctor” Bob Semple, the originator of Benicia, was a remarkable
figure, as remarkable as ever came out of the blue grass meadows of Ken-
tucky. He was almost seven feet tall and spare to thinness—but he was a
“goer,” and always busy. He was so long-limbed that when on horseback
his feet were close to the ground—in fact, so far away from the animal’s
belly that he buckled the spurs on his legs instead of his heels. He was
stoop-shouldered from having to bend his back in order to get down to
ordinary people’s height. He was sanguine and impulsive. kind and con-
siderate, but quite determined to have his own way. and always sure that
Benicia was destined to be the queen city of the great west. He ran the
pioneer ferry between that place and Martinez—first by hand-power and
after by horse-power, having rigged up a machine on his flat-bottomed
scow. When the gold excitement startled the country and men were pre-
paring for a stampede for the mines, Semple did not become enthused. His
favorite mineral was coal, but he did not dream that across the straits, on
the slope of Diablo, were great beds of the noble fuel. About this time Sam
Brannan, on his way to Coloma, persuaded Captain Von Pfister to go in
partnership with him, pack his stock of goods in Semple’s ferry-boat and go
up the Sacramento. Semple took them to a point as near the gold mines
as he could, and when he returned to Benicia two weeks later he found an
armyv of men and wagons en route to the “diggings” at the ferry waiting
to cross. Von Pfister finally returned to Benicia, where he lived the remain-
der of his life. :

The “doctor” formed a copartnership with William Robinson, John S.
Bradford and Lansing B. Mizner under the firm name of Semple, Robinson
& Co., for the transaction of general business. They purchased the Chilian
bark Confederacion with her cargo of East Indian goods and moored her
alongside the bank for wharf. That was her final resting place and she was
long afterwards known as “the old hulk.” The path between the bark and
the store being over marshy tule ground, some of the muddiest places were
paved with boxes of tobacco—that commodity being then a drug in the
Benicia market, and lumber being correspondingly a scarcity. The firm
prospered and soon added a two-story warehouse to their buildings. The
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popularity of this trio of pioncers never waned. Semple was president of the
first constitutional convention of the state and was the moving spirit in that
illustrious body that rushed this noble territory into the American Union.
Bradford in the senate represented Solano in the first session of the legisla-
ture at San Jose in 1830; he subsequently returned to Illinois and became
mayor of Springfield. Robinson removed to Shasta county, where he was
elected county judge. Mizner studied law, moved to San Francisco, where
he successfully practiced his profession for years. He represented Solano
in the senate, 1807-8, and was United States minister to Central America,
1889. His death occurred at his home in Benicia, December 9, 1893,

In the latter part of 1849 L. B. Mizner and S. K. Nurse started a four-
mule stage line, making tri-weckly trips between Benicia and Sacramento,
connecting with San Francisco by sloop. This was continued till the arrival
of steamers for the river run, when they sold their mules and quit.

Bethuel Phelps was the. pioneer building contractor, and even with
lumber ranging from $200 to $600 per thousand feet and carpenter wages
816 and $20 a day, he put up stores and dwellings rapidly. but not too rapidly
for the growing metropolis. Among the passengers who came to Benicia
in the bark Confederacion were General Persifer F. Smith, the military com-
mander of the department, and his staff; also C. E. Wetmore and family.
The general was so impressed with the importance of the point that he
immediately secured for the government sites bordering on Suisun bay for
a military reservation. On this were constructed arsenal, barracks, maga-
zines, quartermaster’s storehouses and hospital. National troops have alwavs
been stationed at this post. The senior naval officer on the coast, about this
time, brought the United States storeship Southampton to Benicia, mooring
her near the town in what is now known as Southampton bay. He had
other vessels of his fleet stationed in these waters, among which vessels were
the 74-gun frigate Ohio, then the largest ship in the American navy; the
frigates Savannah and Congress—the former had made the famous run into
Monterey with Sloat and the flag that sealed California to Uncle Sam. and
the latter vessel was afterwards destroved by the rebel Merrimac in Hamp-
ton Roads, Virginia; the sloop-of-war Vandalia (lost at Apia in the awful
hurricane that wrecked every craft in that harbor), and the transport Fre-
donia (wrecked in the great tidal wave of 1868 at Arica, Peru); also the
Levant (mysteriously lost at sea between Honolulu and Panama in 18606).
Colonel Silas Casey, U. S. A,, the first commander of the Benicia post, was
first quartered with his staff and family on the old ship Julie. then moored in
the mud near the arsenal building. The timbers of the ancient hulk are yet
there. Among the soldiers, since famous, who were stationed at this post
was Captain Lyon, afterwards General Lyon. killed at the battle of Lexing-
ton, Mo., 1861. During an engagement with hostile Indians, one of his own
men, by accident or design, shot a bullet through that officer’s hat. In his
report to General Riley, Lyon indignantly exhibited the hat, saying that the
mysterious shot did not come from an enemy. “And it certainly did not
come from a friend.,” answered the witty Irishman. and the investigation
ended for want of further evidence. Rev. S. Woodbridge was one of the
early arrivals in Benicia, and he soon organized a Preshyterian church—
said to be the first Protestant church in California. Dr. Woodbridge also
opened a day school, and among his many dutics kept the records of the
township. Dr. W. F. Peabody, during the summer of '49. established a
hospital and was soon enjoying a large and paying patronage from return-
ing miners. From 1853 to 1834—for about one year—DBenicia was the state
capital. The city of Vallejo in 1851 had been declared the seat of govern-
ment, but the members of the legislature were not satisfied with the accom-
modations there, and other cities bidding for the honor of entertaining the
lawmakers, there was a strong inclination to move again. January 12, 1832,
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both houses at Vallejo adjourned to meet at Sacramento on the 16th. On
the afternoon of the 13th the steamer Empire left Vallejo for “up the river,”
and reached Sacramento next day. She was loaded “to the guards” with
legislators and their friends. They were received with music, oratory, cannon
thunders and other joyful noises and a grand ball given by the citizens com-
pleted the welcome ceremonies. The county courthouse was prepared and
on the 16th the legislature met for a session in the new capital. March 7
Sacramento was almost swept out of existence by a devastating flood, and the
legislature next month hurried to pass an act again recognizing Vallejo as
the permanent seat of government, and directing the governor to remove
the archives from Sacramento to that city, without unnecessary delay, upon
the adjournment of the legislature.

Early in 1853 General Vallejo confessed his inability to carry out his
portion of the contract. As in former years, many places bid for the capital,
but Benicia with her offer of the new city hall won the prize. February 4
at Vallejo the legislature adopted a resolution to meet at Benicia on the
11th and on the 14th Vallejo was released from his obligation. May 18
another act was passed declaring Benicia the permanent seat of govern-
ment, in accordance with the provisions of the constitution, and it was de-
clared unlawful for any court or judge to grant a writ of mandamus or
other order directed against the state officers to compel them to remove
the state archives or offices from Benicia or any other point in the state.
The building in which the legislature met in Benicia is yet in existence, and
is yet the city hall. Its walls are of brick and it is two stories in height.
The rear portion of the lower story constituted the senate chamber, which
was approached by a hallway from the main entrance. There were four
large rooms in the building on that floor, opening into the hallway between
the senate chamber and the entrance. In the upper story the assembly
chamber occupied the rear part, and the front of the building was divided
into two rooms. Although Benicia had done all she could to win, had
carried out every agreement, was situated naturally for the capital city of
the state, she was destined to lose; and early in 1853 the “move” movement
was in action. It was argued that only Sacramento could accommodate the
offices and officers of the state and safely care for the public records. Gov-
ernor Bigler in his annual message to the legislature, January 4, 1854, said:

“Although deeply impressed with the importance as well as the necessity
of economizing in every department of the state government, I feel it incum-
bent upon me to direct your attention to the insecure condition of the public
archives. The entire public records, as well as the state library. now number-
ing 4000 volumes, are kept in fragile frame buildings, without fireproof
vaults or safes. The public records are now invaluable, and if destroyed
could not be replaced, and their loss would involve the state and individuals
in serious difficulties. In other states of the confederacy the officers of state
are provided with substantial brick or stone buildings and the public records
rendered entirely secure by being deposited in fireproof vaults or ‘safes
provided for that purpose. In this truly important matter we are admon-
ished of the necessity of increased safeguards by the many and terrible
conflagrations which have occurred during the past year. I trust, therefore,
that you will, without delay, adopt such measures as you may deem neces-
sary to render entirely secure the public archives in the several offices, and
also the state library.”

On January 6 the governor sent a special message to the legislature
transmitting a communication from the mayor and common council of
Sacramento, offering, if the capital should be removed from Benicia to that
city, to grant to the state government the free use of the courthouse and
other suitable rooms for the accommodation of the state officers, together
with fireproof vaults for the security of the public moneys and records; to
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remove the members of the legislature and the state officers and the govern-
ment furniture and archives, free of charge from Benicia; and to grant to
the state, for a building lot for the capitol, the public square between I and J
and Ninth and Tenth streets. The courthouse tendered for the use of the
legislature was the same building in which the sessions of 1852 had been
held. Tt was of brick 60x80 feet in dimensions and two stories high. The
people of Benicia offered the free use of the buildings then occupied for
state purposes for as long a time as they might desire. The propositions
were referred to special committees, to whom also were referred the various
resolutions and bills that had been offered on the subject of the capital re-
moval. A bill was introduced fixing the capital permanently at Sacramento,
and after a hard fight for and against, passed both houses and received the
governor's approval. A resolution to adjourn to the new capital city was
hurriedly passed and February 28, 1854, the governor and other state officers
arrived at Sacramento, where they were received with numerous demonstra-
tions of rejoicing, the Sutter Rifles escorting the newcomers through the
streets and the mayor delivering an address of welcome. March 1 the legis-
lature again met in the Sacramento courthouse and the Benicia statchouse
was vacated. It became the county courthouse till the county scat removed to
Fairfield, when it passed to its present status—the city hall. However, the
loss of the capital was a disappointment, not a disaster. Nature gave what
no legislature could take away—a noble site, a splendid position on the
great waterwayv of California. It is a city of factories. The Benicia Iron
Works, its buildings and yards covering an area of twenty-five acres, and
from which is shipped a finished output averaging one thousand tons per
day, is located here; as is the most extensive bolt plant in the west. The
shipyards are an important feature of Benicia’s prosperity. Here is the
Turner which has sent its beautiful and graceful vessels to all portions of the
globe. The Western Creameries Company. with a daily capacity of 5,000
pounds of butter, also a large output of condensed cream, adds to Benicia’s
commercial importance. In such a fruit county as Solano, a packing plant
could be expected anyvwhere in the territory. consequently the Carquinez
Packing Company now doing business in Benicia is in the usual order of
events. Besides yearly 40,000 or 50,000 cases of fruit grown in Solano valleys,
it packs thousands of cases of fish caught in Solano waters. The Benicia,
the Shaw and the McKay tanneries employ several hundred men and annually
turn out over $1,500,000 worth of leather. In 1853 St. Catherine’s Academy,
under the charge of the Roman Catholic Sisters of St. Dominic, was removed
from Monterey to Benicia. Its faculty, the seven sisters, teach the one hun-
dred and twenty day-pupils and thirty hoarding pupils. The course of study
is the same as the public grammar and high schools. Several other educa-
tional institutions, public and denominational, are in flourishing condition.
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CHAPTER XXII.
MONTEZUMA TOWNSHIP.

Principally this township is a tract of treeless, rolling hills for its north-
ern portion and marsh lands for the southern. The soil of these hills is adobe,
suitable for grain and hay, and the tract bordering the Sacramento river and
Suisun bay is suitable for pasturage and dairying. Conscquently much of
the township is sparsely populated. Its only towns are Bird’s Landing and
Collinsville, the latter a small but lively shipping point on the Sacramento
river, just where this stream and the San Joaquin river come together. This
point is the great fishing ground of the state, and during the two salmon
seasons of the year tons of this noble catch are canned here or sent to market
in San Francisco. River steamers and other craft make Collinsville their
regular stopping place and in daily connection with the outside world. C. ]J.
Collins, in 1859, pre-empted this site and two years after he platted the place,
built a store and wharf and gave it his name. Then a post-office was estab-
lished with George W. Miller its postmaster. In 1867 he sold out to S. C.
Bradshaw. who called the landing Newport. Bradshaw was a land-boomer
and the fame of Newport and its greater future was soon known even in the
east. Excursions from San Francisco brought buyers to the place and its
lots were sold and resold. Finally E. J. Upham became the owner of the
property. He was more practical and changed the town back to Collinsville,
and also changed it from paper-Newport to the real place it is at present.

Montezuma City.

This metropolis is a has-been—in fact, it never was; but it was the
pioneer town or city of the county; and-this, With<its kingly aboriginal title,
maintains its place in history. In 18W. Hastings landed on the
shore of Suisun bay near the present site_of fisville. Ile was the advance
agent of the Mormons to select a site for a colony of those peculiar- religion-
ists in then Mexican territory. Their hatred for the United States govern-
ment would gain them the sympathy of Mexico and in the far west they would
establish their new Canaan. Hastings thought he had found the ideal spot,
and from the crest of a headland fronting on the bay he saw the Promised
Land. Then he built an adobe house and called it Montezuma City to please
Mexico and the Mexicans. It was not an unreasonable thought. The swell-
ing uplands to the north, which he immediately called “Montezuma Hills,”
were covered with rich verdure. The tall wild oats, a vast sea of green,
waved in the almost eternal winds that swept, and sweep, over the country.
There were no trees, but other vegetation made up for this, and wild game,
such as deer and elk and other fauna, thickly populated the tract. To the
south lay the grand twin-rivers and bays, waterways for the accommodation
of the world’s commerce. There were then scveral small settlements on
the opposite or Contra Costa shore—the beginning of large cities in that
portion of the territory. It was a panorama indeed that unrolled before this
pioneer colonist—the snow-crested wall of the distant Sierras, with the
majestic plain of the Sacramento between; grand old Diablo and her sur-
rounding slopes and valleys across the waters; the wide sweep of bay and
coast range to the west, and the grand empire of mountain and level to the
north. Here, thought Hastings, the Mormon would locate and thrive and
wive and grow many and strong politically and defy his enemies. Bayard
Taylor, in his book “Eldorado,” which contains his travels in California
during the last forties, speaks of the “City of Montezuma” as “a solitary house
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on a sort of headland projecting into Suisun bay, and fronting its rival three-
house ‘City of New York,”” on the Contra Costa shore.

But the dream of future greatness ended, though the embryo city of
the Aztec passed into a deeper sleep. The American flag went aloft forever
at Monterey and the possibility of establishing an independent Mormon
commonwealth in California faded. Even its advance colonist drifted away,
leaving his “city’” to be tenanted by the local coyotes and visited by the
passing sea-gulls. L. P. Marshall, with his sons, John and Knox, driving a
band of cattle across the country during the winter of 1852-53, took posses-
sion of the empty adobe. It was in a very dilapidated condition and had
been stripped of every portable thing. even the doors and windows. In and
about the house they found evidence that counterfeit coin had been manu-
factured there by a wandering gang of counterfeiters or by Hastings to be
used by his Mormon colonists. He never acquired title from either the
Mexican or American government, but when he returned (from the mines)
in 1854 he claimed pay for the improvements on the tract, consisting princi-
pally of the old abandoned house. John and Knox gave him four mules,
valued at §1.000. The Marshall people occupied this property many vears as
a cattle ranch after it passed to other ownership.

CHAPTER XXIII.
ALONG THE LOWLANDS.

The townships of Denverton—which lies just north of Montezuma—
Rio Vista, Maine Prairie, Silveyville and Fremont occupy much of the south
and east portion of the county. Considerable of the surface is marsh re-
claimed lands, though the other soils are extremecly fertile and under high
cultivation. Shipping places on the dcep sloughs that reach inland from
the bay afford ways to market for the country produce. Rio Vista, the prin-
cipal town in the township of that name, was surveyed and started in 1857
by Colonel N. II. Davis. It is situated on the Sacramento river about one
mile below the mouth of Cashe slough. In the memorable flood winter of
61 the old river literally washed old Rio Vista off its site and a newer and
higher and safer site was found near where the present flourishing town of
almost one thousand inhabitants is located. Fruit and fish canning is an
important part of its industry, the broad river flowing by the place providing
transportation. This section is a part of the old Ulpmos grant, formerly
deeded to John Bidwell, then a naturalized Mexican citizen. Silveyville
township gets its name from its pioneer settler, Elijah S. Silvey, who estab-
lished the town of that name in the township. The town of Dixon received
its title from Thomas Dickson, who donated ten acres of land for its site. It
was to be named Dickson, but the first box of freight that was hauled into
the new place was marked ° ‘Dixon” and could not be changed. Elmira town-
Shlp with its forty-five square miles of upland, is a veritable garden—fruit
in the western portion next to that great orchard, Vaca. and grain in the east.
Railroads pass through it hourly, the principal town, Elmira, being formerly
called Vaca Station.
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CHAPTER XXIV.
SUISUN TOWNSHIP.

“The Island” is Suisun City’s original name, bestowed upon the place
when the original human settler dispossessed the mudhens. A few lots,
higher than the tides, but lower than the slough-bottom in practical value,
were “The Island” in those far-days when Solano and his bucks chased game
over these grain—and afterwards orchard—sites. The bay waters washed
around and over the flats that now appear between the county seat and her—
almost—self. This was contemporary with the time when the Mexican
government gave Armijo three square leagues of these rare acres to gallop
over. and waste just as soon as the land-grabbing gringo came along to
wheedle him out of them; “on or about” the time the Vacas (the Americanos
who wouldn’t speak Spanish called them “Barkers”) and the Pefias herded
their cattle in the rich “Barker” valleys. There was deep water alongside
the island and the fleet of small craft that began to cruise the sloughs made
of it an embarcadero or landing place. Captain Josiah Wing, one of these
skippers, located there—among the tules—and the mudhens embarked for
other islands. From this Suisun City—they called it a “city” even then—
grew. The island spread and as the soil advanced .the slough receded
Then landed Captain Bob Waterman, weary of the sea and its thirty yvears
of turmoil. seeking the rest and seclusion which a house in Suisun valley
grants. “Captain Bob” was a good citizen and lived quietly on his ranch
near Fairfield. Lurid and amusing and saline-flavored are the tales which
followed him from ship to shore. In them he was “Bully Waterman” and
around and in the vicinity of “The Horn” he had dropped many a sail-reefing
sailor from the yards rocking in the fury of a southeast gale. Then came
Cal and D. D. Reeves, J. B. Lemon, Allen C. Miller, William J. Costigan,
John W. Pearce, P. J. Christler, E. P. Hilborn and J. B. Hoyt. About 1860
R. D. Dobbins arrived in Suisun valley—with four-bits in his pocket—so he
proudly affirms, though there be many of his neighbors who affirm that that
coin, the pioneer of the millions of like coins he now possesses, was at that
early time in his hand, ready for investment in the rich, fertile field of Solano;
albeit, Mr. Dobbins made good use of his time and now owns houses and
lands and herds and banks “all over.”

While Suisun City down on her “island” was attaining the importance
of the chief county port-of-entry and departure, another town was growing
just outside of the ‘“‘city’s” ring of tules. This was the future county seat.
When Benicia lost that distinction Robert H. Waterman offered a public
park and new city blocks for public building sites. Captain Bob came from
the state where the wooden nutmeg grows, and from a town named lair-
field—possibly the said nutmegs flourished unusually well in that field. The
board of supervisors hauled the county records and the county officers up
from Benicia, told the ex-skipper to hand over his town lots, built thereon a
courthouse and jail and called the whole settlement Fairfield. The filling-in
process between the twin-towns went on until the plank roadway was re-
moved and “the island” was completely surrounded by land. That the two
places—the town of Fairfield and the city of Suisun—do not combine, merge,
mix and make a showing on the Solano map is of some wonder. By the last
census the county seat is accredited with 834 population, while 640 souls
inhabit “the island,” and the question is—why do not the “Islanders” hook
up with the “’Fielders” and the two become one fair town? Solano’s large
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places are not many—they run: Vallejo, 11.340; Benicia, 2.360: Vacaville.
1.177; Rio Vista, 884; Fairficld, 834; Dixon. 827 : Suisun, 640; Elmira, 397;
Collinsville, 275; Army DPoint, 220; Batavia, 125.

Suisun valley and its western neighbor, Green valley, were soon occupied,
their fertile levels sheltered by the surrounding hills, early attracting the atten-
tion of the immigrant. Quickly the big ranchos were cut up into farms and
wheat was practically the staple product from the Suscol range to Putah
creck. But the great, never-failing profit in fruit turned many grain fields to
orchards, the warm, sheltered soils of this section of the state being nature's
fruiting place. DBetween two parallel ranges of hills is Green Valley, its
southern end being at Dridgeport, in the bay tules, and probably every acre
of the valley proper is under cultivation, either in grain, trees or vines. A
number of large dairies send their product from this fertile vale and the bor-
dering slopes and hills are grazing grounds for a big beef-cattle industry.

The noted Fred Jones cherry orchard ocenpies much of the upper or
northern end of the valley. The output of this noble holding has made a
special place for itself in the eastern markets. This place was first a vineyard,
the remains of its stone wine cellars yet to be scen near the present cherry
packing houses. F. S. Jones came to California from Massachusetts in 1833,
first settling in Sonoma, where he married Mary Swift, the daughter of
William Swift, a prominent and wealthy pioneer of Sonoma valley. About
ten yecars later Mr. Jones settled in Solano county, where his son, Frederick
H. S. Jones, now lives and thrives, growing the fruit that is known far over
the world. Three large vinevards and wineries are located on the warm slopes
of the valley. This division of Solano agriculture was commenced by John
Votypka, an Austrian, who settled in 1838 near the foot of the “Twin Sisters”
mountain and planted a vineyard. Votypka is now a resident of Santa Rosa.
but his large orchard is a part of Solano’s rich fruit belt. Besides her
orchards and vinevards, Green Valley township has another source of wealth,
which, however, is down under the rich soil. This is in the crushed rock and
building stone quarry near Cordelia. It is located at a 250-acre hill of vol-
canic tufa and the entire plant of expensive machinery is owned by the E. B.
and A. L. Stone Company.

CHAPTER XXV.
INDUSTRIES OF THE SUISUN VALLEY.

The fruit industry of Suisun valley is only in its beginning, but it is
immense. No irrigation is needed for these orchards, but they earn each
year probably a million dollars. Possibly a third of this amount is in the
refrigerated carloads that roll eastward from Suisun every summer. During
the picking season the orchards are hives of industry, where the busy workers
harvest the golden output. Among these great trce-tracts are the Lewis
Pierce. the Hatch and the Chadbourne orchards, principally of apricots, pears,
cherries and peaches. Nor is the fresh fruit industry of all importance.  The
dried fruit business for six months in the year is of great volume. At Suisun
and Fairficld are the large packing-houses of the J. K. Armsby Company and
of the Ernst Luehning Company, which employ hundreds of people, and
ship away to foreign markets an immense quantity of fruit and nuts.

Another product of this wonderful valley is cement. The quarry and
plant owned by the Pacific Portland Cement Company is located about six
miles northeast of the county seat. The quality of the product is the equal
of any known cement and is in use over all the Pacific coast. The plant turns
out about three thousand barrels daily and gives employment to eight or ten
hundred men. Here is the town of Cement, populated by the families of
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the employes of the company. A school is maintained at Cement for the
children of the locality, also a hospital for the sick or injured.

The peculiar character of the rocks of Solano county makes the formation
good building material and another source of wealth to the quarryman. Even
at an early day fine dwellings and other houses were constructed of this
natural material. The large church building at Rockville, about five miles
west of Suisun, is of stone. Rockville, by the way, is a has-been village. Only
its old church exists, and that is as silent as the small graveyard around it.
Even its only historical claim—Chief Solano had a royal rancheria there—
has lost interest; and the fact that it is, or was, the pioneer settlement of the
valley is forgotten.

The latest and most important building event in Solano county is the new
courthouse. This noble white granite pile was erected in 1911 immediately
in the rear of the old building. This was a convenient arrangement, as it
insured the construction of the new house in the public park, and when the
county officials stepped across the threshold into their new quarters, the old
were immediately demolished and removed. The new temple is of two stories,
stone, and the interior beautifully finished in marble. A splendid stairway
leads to the superior court chamber and apartments above.

Suisun and Fairfield, consolidated, will grow larger and become of greater
importance. A line of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company splits the dual
town. but in a near day the great electric system now reaching westward from
the state capital will touch with a revivifying hand “the island” and its neigh-
bor. The federal government is deepening and straightening out the sloughs
that connect Solano’s embarcadero with the great bays, and this will give
Suisun a deep and straight-away run through the tules to the sea. The
twin towns have their own water systems, and natural gas is now piped from
the hills down into the streets.

CHAPTER XXVI.
VACA VALLEY.

There is a township called Vacaville, which is the general name for the
northwest corner of Solano county, comprising about sixty-seven thousand
acres. In this township is a valley and they call it Vaca, and Vaca valley,
warm, rich vale of tree and vine, comes first to the stranger when he men-
tally refers to the fruity output of California. Somebody tried to name this
incomparable spot ‘“Ulattis,” but “Vaca” it would be, and is; and the better
title prevailed. After the Vaca and Peiia families came the Lyons, the Longs,
the Hollingsworth, the Dollarhides—father and three sons—Edward Mec-
Greary, John Fisk, Mason Wilson, J. G. Parks, W. R. Miller and W. A. Dunn.
Vaca valley, five or six miles long and about two miles wide, between two
ranges of high hills, extends northerly from the great Sacramento plain. In
its two additions, the Pleasants and Lagoon valleys, is the wondrous fer-
tility continued. For ages the alluvial accumulations from the bordering
mountains have been deposited in these glens and in this rich soil all vege-
tation springs to perfection. The first settler in Pleasants valley was J. M.
Pleasants, who located there in 1851, and there in that beautiful vale, so
fittingly named, the family has lived ever since. Among the orchards in these
valleys are such names as Bassford, Buck, Kidd, Marshall, Smith, Scarlett
and Elliott.

Manuel Cabeza Vaca, in 1850, deeded to William McDaniel nine square
miles of land, with the provision that on one of the square miles McDaniel
would lay out a townsite and call the place Vacaville. The consideration was
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Manuel Cabeza Vaca.

$3,000 and several of the lots deeded back to Vaca. McDaniel set apart for
M. C. Vaca two hundred lots and sold L. B. Mizner an undivided half of the
tract, three English miles square. The town was surveyed by E. H. Rowe,
and the first building of Vacaville was erected that year by McDaniel. The
second building was a small hotel kept by James McGuire, and the first
store was run by E. F. Gillespie. This was the beginning of the beautiful
town sitting on both sides of the Ulattis creek. In 1869 the Vaca Valley
and Clear Lake Railway connected the town and township with the outside
world. And the place has kept pace with the times. Costly buildings, public
and private, adorn its streets, notably its noble Union high school, brick
public school and public library. The population within the town limits is
about fifteen hundred, though the valley in the vicinity is thickly populated.
During the fruit season these populations increase out of all limits.

Solano Statistics.

Every cluster of figures for this year, 1912, shows a large increase over
those of the last year. The assessed valuation of county taxable property is
$21,000.808, distributed by Assessor E. E. Long as follows:

Real estate, other than city and town lots $10.852,729
Improvements on same 2,208.103
City and town lots 2,199,924
Improvements on same 3,320,319
Improvements on real estate assessed to other persons than

owners 20.000
Personal property 2,399,733

The valuation of all kinds of property in incorporated cities and towns
assessed by the county is as follows:

Benicia $ 781439
Vacaville 497 963
Rio Vista 296,105
Fairfield 254,490
Dixon 416,235
Suisun 351,425
Vallejo 3,837,674

Total $6,435,333

Other Valuations.

Cattle, $208,405; hogs, $29,860; mules, $128,700; jacks, $5,950; horses,
$670,800; sheep, $125,300; poultry, $7,500; machinery, $150,000; automobiles,
$136,500; oil tanks, $5,000.

Acreage of Grain, Etc.

Wheat, 150,000; barley, 110,000; hay, 40,000; alfalfa, 12,000; oats, 6,000;
corn, 500; beans, 300; grapes, 3,150.

Number of Fruit Trees.

Peaches, 560,000 ; prunes, 460,000 ; pears, 304,000; apricots, 236,800 ; plums,
110,500 ; almonds, 110,000; cherries, 95,800; oranges, 8,000; apples, 6,500; figs,
6,000; walnuts, 6,000; olives, 6,000; lemons, 3,000; limes, 300.

Superintendent Dan H. White of the county schools in his annual report
gives the number of high school pupils as 441 and of the elementary schools
3,568; teachers in all schools, 142; receipts for high schools, $108,769.32; ele-
mentary schools, $147,191.25; total, $255,960.57. Disbursements for high
schools, $64,761.64; for elementary schools, $149,728.32; total, $214.489.96.
High school property valuation, $84,968 ; elementary school property valuation,
$243,260.
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CHAPTER XXVII.
NAVY YARD—MARE ISLAND.
By J. O. Hanscom.

It was early found out. when the United States came into possession of
what is now called California, that it would be necessary to have a station
where ships could be repaired, instead of sending them east around Cape Horn
for that purpose. After Mare Island had been selected the secretary of the
navy entered into a contract with the firm of Dakin, Moody, Gilbert & Secor
to build a sectional dock for the Pacific coast. A floating dock, consisting of
twelve sections, was put together in New York, then taken apart and shipped
to Mare Island to be erected at that station for ship repairing.

In the agreement it was stated that the contractors could have use of the
sections for making repairs on the mercantile ships as well as war vessels,
until six months’ notice after completion had been given that the government
would resume full possession of the sectional dock. As soon as seven or eight
sections had been completed the Dock Company (so called) commenced to
repair ships of commerce. The first vessel was the steamer Pacific, belonging
to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. Many other vessels from time to
time were placed on the.dock. When the government was notified by the
contractors that the dock was completed and the government made a test of
the same by placing the U. S. Naval Frigate Independence on the dock, rais-
ing her and letting her stay over night, then on acceptance the secretary of
the navy gave the agreed six months’ notice for taking the docks out of the
hands of the contractors. In 1856 the firm turned over the docks, disposed of
all material and tools on hand and the navy yard authorities were the sole
occupants of the navy yard.

Before the sectional dock was completed the United States government
entered into a contract with the same firm that built the sectional dock to
build a basin and railway for the purpose of taking vessels out upon the land
whenever extensive repairs were needed, leaving the dock free to take up
other vessels. This basin and railway were constructed under the superin-
tendence of Isaiah Hanscom, afterwards of the navy.

In March of 1856 the late Commodore Isaiah Hanscom was appointed
the first naval constructor for the Mare Island Navy Yard. In 1860 he was
ordered to the Kittery Yard, and after the Norfolk Navy Yard was retaken
from the Southern Confederacy, Mr. Hanscom was sent there to reconstruct
it, as an attempt had previously been made to destroy it. Later he was ordered
to the Charlestown Navy Yard, from which station he was promoted to the
position of chief constructor of the United States Navy, which position he held
for nearly two terms and was then placed upon the retired list, having reached
the age of sixty-two years.

It was finally tested by filling the sloop-of-war Warren with stone, floating
her on the sectional dock, moving dock and ship into the basin and then
hauling the ship out on the mainland, where she laid on the railway three or
four days, when she was again pushed on the dry dock, floated out in the
stream and then lowered into the water to resume her position alongside of
the Warren, a storeship, later on being sent down to the Isthmmus of Panama,
where her bones now lie.

In the latter part of the ’70s a stone dock was built to take the place of
the sectional dock, which from age had become unsafe to lift seagoing vessels.
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This dock was built similar to the stone dock at the Norfolk Navy Yard. It
was built under the immediate supervision of the late Civil Engineer Calvin
Brown, a man of large experience in his line of industry.

Later on another dry dock, still larger than the first stone dock, was built,
capable of taking in the largest ship at present in contemplation of being built
by the United States. Numerous troubles arose during the construction of
the dock, and the original contractors were forced to give up their contract.

From the early date in September. 1854, when Commander D. G. Far-
ragut (later on captain) was sent to the Mare Island Navy Yard as command-
ant, there has been a gencral progression in the way of efficiency. Quite
often buildings. tools, etc., become obsolete and are dispensed with for later
improvements. What is all right today is almost all wrong tomorrow.

During the past three years there has been a tendency of the navy depart-
ment to place its navy yards upon a mercantile basis, but improvements of
this kind move slowly. The old-fashioned brick dwellings, under a plea of
great damage by an earthquake, were demolished and wooden structures of
modern design replaced them. '

Introduction of electricity at the navy yard has a history of its own and

perhaps will be interesting for the future generations to read. About the first
known use of electricity in the navy yard was when Captain Johnson, executive
officer of the Mare Island Navy Yard, in the early '80s, purchased a clock run
by electricity for his office in the brick office building located near the present
flagpole. For some cause or other it stopped one day, and the captain could
not induce it to move along, do what he would. I{e sent down to the steam
engineering department for some good mechanic to make the necessary
repairs. No one could be found who had any knowledge of electricity in
the steam engineering department. Some one suggested that George E.
Hanscom, who was learning the machinist trade in the construction depart-
ment, and had made a little study of electricity, would be the right person
to solve the difficulty. He was sent for, and upon making an examination
immediately saw where the trouble was, but. like the venerable watchmaker,
was shrewd enough to take his time about adjusting the works. However, he
made the repair, which was of a very slight nature. The clock started on its
daily run as if nothing had happened. This made the reputation of Hanscom,
who was immediately called an electrical machinist. Admiral B. H. McCalla,
the commandant of the station at that time, was favorable to electricity. and
one day, sending for Hanscom to come to his office, asked if he could not
put up a telephone from the yard gate to his office with such old material as
could be found in the yard, but not on charge, as the navy department at
that time would not approve of the expenditure of a ten-cent piece for any-
thing pertaining to the use of electricity. Young Hanscom took possession
of some old wire rigging, found some old material which could be used for
poles, and without assistance constructed a line from the commandant’s office
to the water’s edge. He had to get his plant by picking up a little here and
there, wherever it could be found. Finally a line was constructed serving
nearly all of the necessities of the station. As time wore on, the navy de-
partment began to learn something by experience. One day, some months
after the above work had been performed to an extent as before stated, orders
were sent to the commandant of the Mare Island Navy Yard to install a plant
covering the ground of the work already done. It was the first authority
given Mare Island to make use of electricity for various purposes.

During the year 1911 the government detailed the U. S. S. Buffalo to
carry electricians and other mechanics, under the direct command of Lieu-
tenant E. H. Dodd, U. S. N,, to go up north and arrange for wireless stations
in and about the Behring sea. The result was that temporary stations were
installed at Dutch harbor and at St. Paul’s island (Prybiloff islands). in addi-
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tion to the station on Kodiak island. Three stations are in thorough working
order and connect up with the Sitka station every night.

The government contemplates sending the same parties north again in
1912 for the purpose of making the named stations permanent and installing
plants accordingly. The whole Pacific coast of the United States now is cov-
ered with wireless plants, which can be used in the daytime as well as by
night. High aerials appear to have solved day operation of the wireless
system for long distances. Very much of the success of the electrical system
on the Pacific coast is due to the late Admiral B. H. McCalla, who was early
interested in it and did all in his power to advance it.

Immediately under George E. Hanscom’s direction, all of the old works
were placed one side and everything of a newer electrical type was installed,
covering telephones to all offices and officers’ quarters, even to the extreme
south end of the island. As ships arrived at the station for repairs, electricity
was installed on board for the various uses then known. Machine shops and

foundries were erected in order that a large amount of the machinery, etc.,

required for the various stations might be made at the navy yard. Later on
the success of Marconi as well as others in using high potentials of Tesla’s
discovery brought forward wireless telegraphy. Mr. Hanscom, on account
of his experience and unvaried success in other branches of electric work, was
given charge of the wireless department as the practical manager. Under his
immediate supervision the following plants have been installed: Mare Island,
Goat Island, the Farralones and, going south, a station at Point Arguello,
and at about the extreme end of the United States’ possessions, the last sta-
tion, at Point Loma, several miles distant from San Diego. Going north of
the Golden Gate, there is a station located at Table Bluff, another at North
Fead. in the state of Washington ; another at Sitka, Alaska; another at or near
Cordova, southwestern Alaska, and another at Kodiak Island (recently com-
missioned). A station has also been located at Tatoosh Island, Oregon. There
is every reason to believe that every one of the stations named will be in
commission by September 1, 1912. It will give the United States government
a wireless control of a good part of the Pacific ocean and will enable whalers
to give notice of their whereabouts in the winter season. Various plants have
been established at the navy yard for home manufacture of thousands of small
articles now brought from abroad. The present wireless conditions on the
Pacific coast are considered up-to-date and equal to any in any part of the
world. From year to year new inventions are made and go into public use
in a thousand different ways. The power is known to be unlimited. It is
only necessary to know how to harness it and apply it in a shape to do the
work required.

Every year since the Mare Island Navy Yard was established there has
been more or less improvement made in the plant. Better shops have been
provided for to perform the work necessary to repair or build ships for the
navy. Within the past two years the secretary of the navy has been making
changes in the system of carrying on the work. It is the evident intention to
eventually have the yard managed similar to a well-to-do private establishment
of the ship-building order. The number of divisions has been cut down and
labor is being performed to better satisfaction than heretofore. It has become
necessary for the navy yard authorities to make a clean showing of the
large amounts of money spent at the various stations. The Mare Islapd Navy
Yard is forging to the front faster than any other in the way of doing more
and having it cost less than any other navy yard on the Atlantic or Pacific.
When the present contemplated improvements are completed it will give the
authorities an opportunity to show that California mechanics can build as fast
ships and at a cheaper cost than at any government station, either on the
Atlantic or Pacific. A new power-house, designed to furnish power for all of
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the manufacturing shops at the yard, is nearing completion. It will make an
immense saving to the government when once in running order.

Mare Island—Its Name.

There have been several claimants to Mare Island, as the following, taken
from the records of the county at FFairfield, will show how the title has been
attacked at different times:

“In the year 1849 one V. Castro agreed to scll Mare Island to M. G.
Vallejo. In 1859 V. Castro entered into a contract with M. L. Chase as agent
for the Mexican government to dispose of Mare Island, and in 1857 V. Castro
deeded an undivided one-half to J. 1. Stockman. In 1852 J. P. Turner filed his
possessory claim for 160 acres located on Mare Island. In 1832 L. B. Ilarkness
filed his possessory claim for 160 acres on the island. In 1856 the sheriff closed
out the interest of Harkness under execution to W. H. R. Wood. In the year
1857 R. Miller filed a lien on Mare Island, making J. D .Myers defendant, for
services rendered for boring artesian wells. In 1870 J. W. Geory brought
suit against . ITalleck, J. R. Bolton and F. Billings for an undivided 67-80th
interest in Mare Island.”

Late generations have questioned the name given to the island upon which
the navy yard is located. Although several solutions have been given, we
are inclined to believe the following as the true version. It was narrated by
Dr. P. M. G. Vallcjo. a son of the late General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo,
after whom the city of Vallejo was named. We read as follows: “In the
early days the only boat for ferry purposes on the water near Vallejo and
Benicia was a rude one, made chiefly of oil barrels obtained from whaling
ships and propelled by sails. These barrels were secured together by beams
and planking and it was divided into compartments for the accommodation
of cattle, to the transportation of which it was chiefly devoted. One day while
the ferrv-boat was crossing from Martinez ‘to Benicia, a sudden squall over-
took it and the craft pitched fearfully about, and the animals (chiefly horses)
became restive and some of them broke through the partitions and the boat
upset, causing the living cargo to be thrown into the bay. Naturally, some
of the live-stock was drowned and some managed to reach either shore by
swimming. Onec of the horses (an old white mare owned and highly prized
by General Vallejo) succeeded in cffecting a landing on the island and was
rescued from there a few days afterwards by the general, who thereupon called
the place ‘Isla de la Yegua,” or Mare Island.” i

It lies in the San Pablo bay, at the mouth of Carquinez straits, and com-
prises about 900 acres of land. Some time in the early '40s it appears that
one Victor Castro obtained permission to herd his horses upon this island,
and in 1846 Castro received from Governor Alvarado a deed absolutely con-
veying the property to him and the title to the island. '

Among the first scttlers on the island were William Bryant and Major
Stephen Cooper. Later a number of others laid claim to the island, but their
squatter title was of no value. Later they were all ordered away by the
officers of the United States government, and the latter has remained in sole
possession ever since. ) _

Tt was not long after California became practically a part of the United
States, when Commodore John D. Sloat of the navy, who assisted in the
capture of the country, saw the necessity of having some place where the
government ships could be repaired, and thus save a long trip around Cape
Horn, and to one of the navy yards on the Atlantic coast. The attention of the
navy department at Washington was called to the fact. and on December
13, 1852, 1lon. John P. Kennedy, at that time secretary of the navy, appointed
a commission for the purpose of selecting a spot desirable for the location of
a navy yard. The following-named gentlemen were selected to perform the
duty: Commodore John D. Sloat. Commander W. S. Ogden, Lieutenant I. F.
Blount and Civil Engineer W. S. Sanger. This commission, of all the various
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points about San Francisco and the inland bays, decided upon Mare Island as
being the most advantageous, and their report was duly forwarded to the
secretary of the navy.

Quoting from the commission’s report, we read as follows: “We have
the honor to state the island, including the tule opposite Vallejo, contains
about 900 acres, in addition to a large tract of tule extending towards Napa
and Sonoma. There is ample space for all the buildings required for a navy
yard, with good anchorage for ships of war. We consider it the most eligible
location near San Francisco.”

On December 10, 1833, Secretary of the Navy John P. Kennedy forwarded
a letter to W. H. Davidge, agent of W. H. Aspenwall, in relation to the pur-
chase of Mare Island, and this letter formed, to a certain extent, an agree-
ment between two parties for the purchase of Mare Island. A portion of this
agreement reads as follows: ‘“The United States shall agree to allow a con-
venient ferry for intercourse and make a reservation of such land as the United
States government may find convenient for ferry purposes, but the ferry to be
so far under the control of the government as to compel the removal to any
part of the public property which may be designated by the navy department
for its own convenience or advantage. It also reserves the right to forbid
any communication between Mare Island and the mainland.” The bill of sale
includes “all the tule or lowland and marsh bclonging to the same, or which
has ever been reputed or claimed to belong to the same.” The expenses of the
commission were $11,508, which was paid out of $100,000 appropriated for the
purpose by Congress on January 4, 1833. The sum of $83.491 was paid by the
United States government on account of the purchase of the island. The
owners, who deeded the property to the government, were George W. P.
Bissell of San Francisco, who owned 466-640; W. H. Aspenwall, who owned
124-640, and Mary S. McArthur of Baltimore, who held 40-640.

Tn 1853 the United States government entered into a contract with Dakin,
Moody, Gilbert & Secor of New York to build a basin and railway for the
Mare Island Navy Yard at a cost of $840.000, for the purpose of taking ships
out on the mainland and repairing them while the sectional docks were being
used to raise vessels and make quick repairs on the dry docks. Previous to
entering into the building of the basin and railway the government had con-
tracted with the same firm to build a dry dock of ten sections. This dock was
built in New York and then taken apart and freighted around the Horn and
unloaded on Mare Island and reconstructed.

Vessels loaded with this material began to arrive at Mare Island in
September, 1852. With the material also came some workmen and superin-
tendents. J. T. Dean was in charge with Darius Peckham as foreman me-
chanic. Among the mechanics who came out from the east to erect the dock
was John Callender. When these people first landed they found a solitary
inhabitant, whose name was Griffin. He was familiarly known as “Pop”
Griffin, and was of the western type of frontiersman. He was given employ-
ment as a hunter by the dry dock company, and stayed in the same employ
until the island became a navy yard, when all of the workmen were ordered
to move across the channel to Vallejo. :

The vessels which brought out the dry dock were named the Empire,
Queen of the East, Defiance and California Packet.

The work of rebuilding the sectional dock was commenced in the latter
part of 1852 and continued until 1835, when it was tested by the docking of
the razee frigate Independence, this vessel, commanded by Captain Josiah
G. Tatnall. having been ordered to the yard for that purpose.

On July 29, 1854, the late Chief Naval Constructor Isaiah Hanscom
assumed the superintendency of the dry dock company’s work, completing the
sectional dry dock and the building of the new basin and railway. From sound-

13
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ings made by the writer there was forty-two feet of water at high tide directly
in front of the outer line of the last new dock built at the navy yard. Up to
that time there were no obstructions on the island water front, and the water
was clear enough to see the bottom of the river where it was covered by more
than twenty feet of water.

About September 10 Captain (he did not have that rank at that date)
D. G. Farragut arrived. with his wife, son and private secretary, Paul Loyall,
at the island, accompanied by Colonel Daniel Turner, formerly a member of
Congress from the state of North Carolina, who had been appointed a civil
engincer for the navy yard, and with him were two daughters, Misses Alice
and Helen. These ladies were afterwards married—DMiss Alice to Dr. John
M. Browne and Miss Ielen to Dr. John Messersmith, both officers of the
United States Navy.

As there was but one good dwelling house on Mare Island at that time,
and that occupied by the agents of the U. S. Dry Dock Company, when Captain
Farragut arrived with his family and Mr. Turner and his daughters, they
were given, for a few days, room and lodgings with Messrs. Secor and Hans-
com. That building is now located on the north side of the office building.
which is located north of the flagpole.

Captain Farragut immediatcly ordered the storeship Warren brought up
from Sausalito, where the United States government had kept their stores for
war vessels since the occupation of California. This ship was commanded
by Lieutenant David McDougall, afterwards admiral. As soon as she arrived
. at the yard her main cabin was fitted up for the accommodation of the com-

mandant of the station. the civil engineer and their families. The wardroom
was used by the officers of the vessel and some of the clerks which Captain
Farragut had given positions. to. On September 16 the tlag of the com-
 mandant was raised on the Warren and later transferred to a new flagpole.
where it stands today.

The first officers to hold positions at the navy vard at its organization
were: D. G. Farragut, captain and commandant; Thomas G. Corbin. lieu-
tenant and executive officer; Daniel Turner, civil engineer; Abraham Powell,
Jr., master carpenter and joiner; Robert S. King. master blacksmith; James
\Warner, master mason.

It was late in the fall when grading for the foundation of the new brick
blacksmith shop was commenced. Quite a large amount of earth was re-
moved, and it was not until March 24 (Saturday) that the first brick was laid
for this, the first permanent building erected on Mare Island. The building
was completed the following October. In the meantime the new basin and
railway were being built and the dry dock company was using the partially
completed sectional dock for the purpose of repairing vessels of the merchant
marine as well as such government ships as were in need of repairs. The first
vessel to be raised on the section, after enough had been completed to do
the work, was the merchant ocean steamer Uncle Sam. Following her, from
time to time, all of the ocean steamers plying on the Pacific ocean were placed
upon this dock and necessary repairs were made. The dock was finally tested
on Monday. December 10, 1855. The vessel having been duly centered and
located on the dock, the pumps were started at 11 o’clock in the forenoon, and
at 40 minutes past 3 the big ship was all out of water, ready for repairs. On
the next day (Tuesday) the dock was lowered and the Independence was put
afloat again just as the announcement of the noon hour was made. The board
reported the success of the trial at Washington. Finishing touches were put
upon the different sections and the United States government gave a six
months’ notice to the contractors for the turning of the dock over to the navy
yard authorities. It was a stipulation in the contract with the government
that the contractors should have the use of the dock until six months’ notice
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had been given by the government. In the meantime the dock was used for
the benefit of the merchant marine of the Pacific ocean.

Captain Farragut, on assuming command of the station, immediately ap-
pointed James Logan, late of Vallejo, as a watchman for the yard. A large
wooden storehouse was immediately built, a little north of the present ferry-
house. Work was commenced on a small house for the commandant and was
also used as an office until more permanent buildings were erected.

The only parties who made any claim to Mare Island when Captain
Farragut landed on the territory was old “Pop” Griffin, a Mr. Turner and a
French-Canadian with his family. Amicable arrangements were made with
these people and no trouble of any moment was had afterwards with squatters.

During the latter part of the year and in the spring following, a consid-
erable work was performed under the direction of the commandant in the
way of preparing foundations for permanent shops and dwelling houses. The
latter were after the style of those which had been built at the Norfolk Navy
Yard, and not at all adapted to tlie California climate. In later years, when
the residences had been pretty well shaken by an earthquake, the brick build-
ings were taken down and more suitable ones erected in place of them.

Communication with San Francisco at this time was somewhat limited.
A small stern-wheel steamer (about fifty feet long) ran from Napa City to
San Francisco, touching at Vallejo and the navy yard one day and returning
the next. The fare was $2.50 each way. By taking a private team one could
go to Benicia and catch the Sacramento or Stockton boat and make the trip
daily.

Among the foremen of laborers (most of the early work was of that class)
were Phillip R. Fendall, late colonel of the Marine Corps; Jordan G. Gardner,
son of the late Admiral Gardner, and Samuel Barron, son of Commodore
Barron. Young Barron was on board the Florida of the Confederate service
when she was cut out of Rio Janeiro by Captain Napoleon Collins, U. S. N,
second executive officer of the yard under Farragut. Barron happened to be
on shore when the vessel was captured and he escaped being taken. Pendle-
ton Colston, a son of the district attorney of Washington, D. C., was the first
clerk of the yard and called the roll from a small building located alongside
of the present flagpole, south of the office building. There were aiso two
young men by the name of Dunlap—nephews of Captain David McDougall,
who were given positions under the commandant. John R. Bird, afterwards
lost on the steamer Golden Gate near Manzanillo, which was destroyed by fire
on July 27, 1862, fifteen miles from Manzanillo, on the Mexican coast, and
four miles off shore, was one of the well-known foremen.

In 1855 Colonel D. Turner, the civil engineer of the station, was allowed
an assistant, and John Williston was appointed to the position. He performed
the principal part of the engineering work for a number of years and caused
to be erected the first sun dial to be used at the navy yard. It was placed on a
spot east of the present office building near the flagstaff. The sea-wall north
of the ferry landing was built under his direction.

In the fall of 1855 some of the officers’ quarters were completed and were
occupied by the officers who were on duty at the navy yard. Jesse Sawyer
was appointed navy storekeeper and relieved the writer, who had been tempo-
rarily appointed to the position by Captain Farragut.

The social event of the season happened when at the latter end of the year
the agents of the dry dock company gave a grand banquet on the final testing
of the sectional docks. The building known as the new blacksmith shop was
utilized for the purpose. All of the navy and army officers far and near, as
well as prominent persons of San Francisco, Sacramento and Vallejo, took
part in the festivities of the occasion.

In March, 1856, the late Chief Naval Constructor Isaiah Hanscom was
appointed as naval constructor and assigned to the Mare Island Navy Yard.
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being the first officer of that class on the Pacific coast. In 1838 he built the
U. S. S. Saginaw, the first war vessel to be constructed on the Pacific coast
by the United States government.

In 1895 an earthquake shook the buildings in the navy yard to such a
degree that the government decided to tear down all of the brick dwellings
and in place of them erect new wooden buildings of modern design for officers’
quarters, and such buildings were erected at an expense of $100,000. Gardens
were laid out around them and today these residences are not excelled any-
where in California for their beautiful surroundings, except in very rare cases.

In relation to the water supply of the navy yard, while at present the
station is bountifully supplied by the city of Vallejo from the large reservoir
near Cordelia, about fourteen miles northeast of the city. in earlier days it
was different. When the yard was first established, in 1854, there were two
wells from which those living on the island were supplied. A third well, or
spring, supplied water for stock and for purposes other than domestic. The
best well, which furnished good drinking water sufficient for two or three
hundred people, was situated where the southwest corner of the first large
blacksmith shop now stands. The other well, which furnished a pretty good
quantity of water, although slightly brackish, answered a great many purposes.
There also was a spring situated on the west side of the island and down
towards the southern end, which supplied considerable water for all purposes
except drinking. It was somewhat brackish.

At the present time there are a number of large cisterns for holding rain
water to be used in case of emergency for domestic purposes. As it falls on
slate roofs. in most cases, with the aid of some charcoal, it is good for human
consumption.

List of Commandants of Mare Island Navy Yard from September, 1854.

Commander David G. Farragut, from September 16, 1834, to July 16, 1858.
Captain R. B. Cunningham. from July 16, 1838, to March 13, 1861.
Captain David McDougall, from March 13, 1861, to June 5. 1861.
Captain W. H. Gardner, from June 5, 1861, to May 27, 1862,

Captain Thomas O. Selfridge, from May 27, 1862, to October 17, 1864.
Captain David McDougall, from October 17, 1864, to September 5, 1866.
Commodore Thomas S. Craven, from September 5, 1800, to August 1, 1868.
Commodore James Alden, from August 1, 1868, to March 17, 1869.
Captain Reed Werden, from March 17, 1809, to April 15, 1869.
Rear-Admiral Thomas S. Craven, from April 16, 1809, to January 1, 1870.
Commodore John R. Goldshorough, from January 1, 1870, to April 15, 1871.
Commodore E. J. Parrott, from April 15, 1871. to September 3, 1872.
Rear-Admiral Thomas O. Seliridge, from September 3,1872,to July 3, 1873.
Rear-Admiral John Rodgers. from July 3. 1873, to April 17, 1877.
Commodore E. R. Colhoun, from April 17, 1877, to January 15, 1881.
Commodore Thomas S. Phelps, from January 15, 1881, to March 15, 1883.
Captain John Irwin, from March 15, 1883, to November 8, 1883.
Commodore John H. Russell, from November 8, 1883, to May 31, 1886.
Captain F. V. McNair, from May 31, 1886, to June 15, 1886.
Rear-Admiral George E. Belknap, from June 15, 1886, to March 9, 1889.
Commander Louis Kempff, from March 9, 1889, to April 4, 1889.
Rear-Admiral A. E. R. Benham, from April 4, 1889, to June 8, 1891.
Rear-Admiral John Irwin, from June 8, 1891, to May 6, 1893.

Captain Henry L. Howison, from May 6, 1893, to July 17, 1893.

Captain Henry L. Howison. from July 17, 1893, to June 1, 1896.
Rear-Admiral W. A. Kirkland, from June 1, 1896, to August 12, 1898.
Commander J. J. Drice, from August 12, 1898, to October 5. 1898.

Captain C. S. Cotton, from October 5, 1898, to October 8, 1898.
Commodore J. C. Watson, from October 8, 1898, to May 15, 1899,
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Rear-Admiral Louis Kempff, from May 15, 1899, to March 29, 1900.
Captain Merrill Miller, from March 29, 1900, to July 11, 1900.
Rear-Admiral Merrill Miller, from July 11, 1900, to July 11, 1903.
Rear-Admiral Bowman H. McCalla, from July 11, 1903, to June 19, 1906.
Captain Alex. McCrackin, from June 19, 1906, to July 4, 1906.
Rear-Admiral Henry W. Lyon, from July 4, 1900, to October 12, 1907.
Captain Thomas S. Phelps, Jr., from October 12, 1907, to July 24, 1909.
Rear-Admiral Hugo Osterhaus, from March 25, 1910, to (presumably)
May 15, 1911.
Captain Henry Thomas Mayo, from January 19, 1911.

The Navy Yard of Today.

The Mare Island Navy Yard has had a hard struggle for existence in its
present location ever since the day of its birth. An attempt, the first one,
was made to have the station removed to Benicia. Failing in that purpose,
there had, seemingly, been a premeditated conspiracy to have the yard
removed to the near vicinity of San Francisco. The refusal of the captain
of one of the government war ships to come to Mare Island from San Fran-
cisco unless directly ordered to do so by the navy department (for the reason
stated as fear of the vessels getting aground on account of the shoaling of
the channel way) was the entering wedge upon which interested parties
worked to make a change in the situation, even up to about 1911.

Building of dykes for the purpose of contracting the Napa river and Car-
quinez straits, thus making a swifter current to wash out the debris and
make a deeper channel, solved the problem of having sufficient depth of water
for any ship the government had on hand or might be built in the future and
settled all knocking of removal.

The honorable secretary of the navy, George von L. Mever, after a special
inspection of the station, arrived at the conclusion that there could be no
better situation of a site for a navy yard than Mare Island, and at the present
writing there are not any evidences that any further attempts will be made
to change the present situation. Furthermore, that appropriations will be made
yearly by Congress to bring the Mare Island Navy Yard up to a standard not
surpassed by any naval station in the world.

For many years the progress of the navy yard was hampered in other
ways than by specially interested parties. Changes of administration, until
the civil service law went into effect, would cause the discharge of one set
of men not favorable to the administration and the employment of those who
were favorable caused an unsettled state of affairs necessarily to the disad-
vantage of performing work on the yard. Experienced men went out and
inexnerienced ones came in. No private enterprise could have ever been
made a sucecss with these conditions.

When men commenced being employed under the civil service law on
account of merit, then a stability commenced to be established and the reports

from the yard began to be favorable.

While merit was intended to be the great factor in the employment of
the clerical and mechanical force, at first it was weak, but kept getting stronger
and stronger until now the working department compares favorably with any
private establishment in the United States or elsewhere.

A strong prejudice had grown up in the east against California on account
of what was supposed to be the extravagant cost of all work performed on the
Pacific coast. This made it hard to obtain the job of building vessels at the
vard. After a very determined effort of the Vallejo Chamber of Commerce,
the navy department was induced to build a war ship in a navy yard, and the
New York yard was selected to build the vessel. Following this tirade, a
collier was given to the Mare Island yard to see what could be done on the
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Pacific coast. The outcome proved that work of this kind could be done
at this yard as economically as anywhere else. Now, on the strength of that
effort, a larger vessel, also to be used as a collier, has been ordered to be
built here, and there is no doubt at all that the result will be the building of a
cruiser here.

The present design of the government is to have two large navy yards
on the Pacific coast—one at Mare Island and one at Bremerton, Washington.
The plant here is from time to time being made as efficient as a naval station
can be. Tt will tend to keep a large number of first-class mechanics at all
times ready to push work very speedily whenever the occasion may require.

Concentration is the order of the day and many improvements have
already been made on the yard in this direction. All the power necessary
for running the various mechanical departments is about to be generated in
one large building just completed for the purpose. Power will be carried all
over the yard by electric wires. and instead of half a dozen power shops. one
only will do all the work. consequently making a great saving and also adding
efficiency. Other branches of work in the yard are being likewise concen-
trated and it will not be long before the vard will be on the same basis as any
of the large mechanical works carried on by private enterprise and corre-
spondingly saving labor and time.

The present secretary of the navy, George von I.. Mever, has a hercu-
lean task on his hands to thoroughly reconstruct the whole navy department,
and he is making good as fast as it is possible to do so. A commencement was
made at the Mare Island Navy Yard, and its good effects already shown will
appear to still greater advantage later on.

The Mare Island Navy Yard, situated on a large island of what will
eventually comprise about one thousand acres, is the finest site for the purpose
that the United States government owns and cannot help being the pride of
the nation.

It appears that the officials detailed for charge of the various depart-
ments are changed too often. They get fairly in harness when they are
detached and sent away to perform other duties, and new officers, not fully
acquainted with the duties to be performed. are placed in charge. It is
natural that the ideas of the new will be different from those of the old, and
this cannot help being a disadvantage to the government. This may be
remedied in time.

CHAPTER XXVIII.
VALLE]JO.

The city of Vallejo, named for General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, was
practically a wide field of wild cattle and horses up to the time gold was
first discovered in California, and immigrants began to flock to this portion
of the Pacific coast from all parts of the world. The virgin production was
mostly wild oats, upon which the animals subsisted. Occasionally wandering
tribes of Indians would locate here and there temporarily and use, for sub-
sistence, the wild cattle and such wild game as would find something to feed
upon.

When the Argonauts traveled up the river from San Francisco to either
the northern or southern mines, many a man cast his eyes over the large ex-
panse of land, without ever having a wish to own a foot of it. There was
too much vacancy of inhabitation to make it desirable, but when the state
capital was in its infancy, and a prominent location was desired for it, there
were plenty of designing people who easily came to the conclusion that what
is now called Vallejo would be a good location for a state capital on account of
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its geographical position in the state which was about being formed. General
Vallejo, the owner,'was consulted and an agreement was entered into by which
General Vallejo was to tender the land to the state authorities, with certain
propositions concerning the building of a state-house and -other necessary
buildings. In this way Vallejo began to assume a position on the map, and in
this manner its birthday happened. It seemed to be necessary to open the
session of the coming legislature with a grand flourish, and in consequence
the following general invitation was sent out:

A grand Christmas ball will be given at Vallejo on the evening of the
25th instant, in the senate and assembly chambers of the new state capitol,
on which occasion the Hon. Isaac E. Holmes will address the ladies and gen-
tlemen at 7:30 o’clock.

M , the pleasure of your company is respect-
fully requested.

Managers.—Hon. Isaac E. Holmes, Gen. P. A. Morse, Hon. T. Butler
King, Hon. L. M. Boggs, Hon. William Smith, Hon. Martin Cook, Hon. Robert
Hopkins, Hon. Daniel Fisk, Hon. E. Heydenfeldt, Hon. B. F. Keene. Hon.
George Walton, Hon. James Walsh, Hon. W. H. Lyons, Hon. J. C. Fremont,
Hon. P. W. Keyser, Hon. James Hudspeth, Hon. James Law, Hon. G. D.
Hall, Hon. A. J. Cost, Hon. N. Smith, Hon. James F. Graham, Hon. James F.
Burt, Hon. J. B. Weller, Hon. T. J. Henley, Gen. M. G. Vallejo, Gen. D. F.
Douglass, Gen. John E. Addison, Gen. A. M. Winn, Gen. S. M. Miles, Gen.
D. P. Baldwin, Gen. Richardson, Gen. Thomas J. Green, Gen. A. McDowell,
Gen. G. F. Rains; Majors P. B. Reading, S. Cooper, George Wyatt Loring,
U. S. A.; E. H. Fitzgerald, N. Davis, U. S. A.; William McDaniel, Robert
Allen, F. A. Sawyer, Col. J. Hooker, U. S. A.; Gens. J. M. Estell and A. S.
Booker; Captains Folsom, U. S. A.; John A. Sutter, H. Riddell, J. B. Frisbie,
Steel, U. S. A.; Dr. Dyerlie, U. S. A.; Lieut. G. Page, U. S. A.; Capts. J.
Watkins, P. M. S. Co.; Randall. P. M. S. Co.; Totten, P. M. S. Co.; Walsh,
P. M. S. Co.; Cols. John C. Hays, William Smith, H. Clay Mudd. J. B. Starr;
Capts. C. Hyatt, George Yount, Sam Graham, William McMickle, E. Barry.
J. W. Hulbert, S. Smith, Thomas Hunt, Col. R. Rust, Harvey Sparks, H. Lee,
Hon. J. C. Winston, F. C. Ewer, Judge M. Lewis, L. P. Walker, M. T. Mc-
Leland, Judge Stark, Judge Kilbourn, M. Combs, William Baldridge, George
M. Cornwell, J. D. Bristol, J. S. Cripps. J. O. Farrell, E. L. Stetson, F. Vas-
sault. J. E. Lawrence, L.. B. Mizner, T. J. Harnes, S. Barnum, James Cooper,
L. Q. Wilbur, E. F. Willison, John Nugent, Samuel Martin, Col. John R.
Boyd, Dr. Robert Semple, Dr. Morse, B. F. Osborne. Capt. F. Marryatt, Capt.
W. A. Howard, U. S. R. S.; George N. Shaw, Dr. P. C. Pope, Cols. J. C. John-
son, A. M. Latham, C. K. Fish, Stewart Perry, Dr. Pickering. Dr. Nicholas
Parr, Hon. P. Tompkins, Major John Caperton, Col. J. Long. E. C. Kemble,
F. Argenti, Charles R. Strode, Richard Maupin, Dr. Levi Frishie, S. C. Mas-
sett, Major Burney, Dr. Archibald Tennant, Richard Barry, J. L. L. F. Warren,
T. K. Batelle, Col. Gregory Yale, E. G. Austin, F. R. Loomis. W. F. Kelsey,
E. M. Hayes, L. D. Slamm, U. S. N.; Aug. Case, J. Alden, S. R. Knox, G. W.
Hammersley, Lieuts. T. H. Stevens, L. Maynard, T. B. King, Jr., William H.
Davis, U. S. N.; Hon. S. E. Woodworth, R. H. Taylor, Capts. A. Bartol. Doug-
lass Ottinger, U. S. R. S.; Col. George McDougal; Capts. W. D. M. Howard.
C. G.; N. H. Wise, Henry F. Joseph, J. H. Redington, Dr. Hitchcock, U. S. A.;
Hon. H. Fitzsimmons, James Hubbard, Theodore Payne, William H. Talmage,
Dr. H. M. Gray, Hon. P. A. Morse, Charles L. Case and Joseph C. Palmer. On
the reverse side of the card the names of the committees were printed, as
under:

Red Rose—Committee of Arrangements: Capt. John Frisbie, Major
Robert Allen, Gen. T. J. Green, Capt. Edward Barry, Major Wvatt, C. H.
Veeder, F. Argenti, H. Clay Mudd.
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Blue Rose—Committce of Reception: Hon. Isaac E. Holmes, Hon. John
B. Weller, T. Butler King, Capt. J. Alden, U. S. N.; Col. J*Hooker, U. S. A.;
Hon. B. I*. Keene, Major F. A. Sawyer, Capt. G. W. Hammersley, U. S. \_;
Col. E. J. C. Kewen, llon. Tod Robinson.

White Rose—Ballroom Committee: For Senate Chamber—Gen. S. M.
Miles, Gen. J. E. Addison, Col. Hervey Sparks, Levi D. Slamm. U. S. N. For
Assembly Room—Dr. Dierly, U. S. N.; Capt. F. Marryatt, Dr. L. Frisbie and
E. L. Stetson.

On April 3. 1850. General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo submitted a memo-
rial to the state senate, in which he pointed out the advantages the town of
Vallejo possessed over other places in the state for the location of a capitol.
ITe proposed to grant twenty acres of land, free of cost, to the state for a
capitol building and grounds, and one hundred and thirty-six acres in addi-
tion for other state buildings, to be apportioned as follows:

Ten acres for the governor’s house and grounds. Five acres for the offices
of treasurer, comptroller, secretary of state, surveyor-general and attorney-
general, should the commissioners determine that their offices should not be in
the capitol building. Onec acre to state library and translator’s office. should
it be determined to separate them from the state-house building. Twenty
acres for an orphan asylum. Ten acres for a male charity hospital. Ten
acres for a female charity hospital. Four acres for an asylum for the blind.
For acres for a deaf and dumb asylum. Twenty acres for a lunatic asylum.
Eight acres for four common schools. Twenty acres for a state university.
Four acres for a state botanical garden. Twenty acres for a state peniten-
tiary. But with a munificence casting this already long list of grants into the
shade, he further proposed to donate and pay over to the state, within two
years after the acceptance of these propositions, the gigantic sum of $370,000,
to be apportioned as under:

For the building of a state capitol $125,000
For furnishing the same 10.000
For building of the governor’s house 10,000
For furnishing of the same 5,000
For a state library and translator’s office 5,000
For a state library 5.000

For the building of the offices of the secretary of state, comp-
troller, attorney-general, surveyor-general and treasurer,
should the commissioners deem it proper to separate

them from the state-house 20,000
For the building of an orphan asylum 20,000
For the building of a female charity hospital 20.000
For the building a male charity hospital 20,000
For the building of an asylum for the blind 20.000
For the building of a deaf and dumb asylum 20.000
For the building of a state university 20,000
For university library 5,000
For scientific apparatus therefor 5,000
For chemical laboratory therefor 3.000
For a mineral cabinet therefor 3,000
For the building of four common school edifices..cnen. 10,000
For purchasing books for the same 1,000
For the building of a lunatic asylum 20,000
For a state penitentiary 20.000

For a state botanical collection 3,000
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Among the reasons given for selecting this place for the capitol are the
following: :

“That it is the true center of the state, the true center of commerce; the
true center of travel; that while the bay of San Francisco is acknowledged to be
the first on earth, in point of extent and navigable capacities, already. through-
out the length and breadth of the wide world. it is acknowledged to be the
very center between Asiatic and European commerce. The largest ship
that sails upon the broad sea can, within three hours. anchor at the wharves
of the place which your memorialist proposes as your permanent scat of
government. From this point, by steam navigation, there is a greater aggre-
gate of mineral wealth, within eight hours’ steaming, than exists in the Union
besides; from this point the great north and south rivers—San Joaquin and
Sacramento—cut the state longitudinally through the center, fringing the
immense gold deposits on the one hand and untold mercury and other min-
eral resources on the other; from this point steam navigation extends along
the Pacific coast south to San Diego and north to the Oregon line, affording
the quickest possible facilities for our sea-coast population to reach the state
capitol in the fewest number of hours. This age, as it has been truly re-
marked. has merged distance into time. In the operations of commerce and
the intercourse of mankind, to measure miles by the rod is a piece ot vandalism
of a bygone age; and that point which can be approached from all parts of the
state in the fewest number of hours and at the cheapest cost is the truest
center.

“Your memorialist most respectfully submits to your honorable body
whether there is not a ground of even still higher nationality; it is this:
That at present, throughout the wide extent of our sister Atlantic states, but
one sentiment seems to possess the entire people, and that is. to build, in the
shortest possible time, a railroad from the Mississippi to the Bay of San
Francisco, where its western terminus may meet a threec weeks’ steamer from
China. Indeed. such is the overwhelming public sentiment of the American
people upon this subject, there is but little doubt to apprehend of its early
completion. Shall it be said. then, while the world is coveting our posses-
sion of what all acknowledge to be the half-way house of the earth’s com-
merce—the great Bay of San Francisco—that the people of the rich possession
are so unmindful of its value as not to ornament her magnificent shores with
a capitol worthy of a great state?

“To enumerate more especially the local advantages of this position,.your
memorialist will further add, that it is within two hours’ steaming of San
Francisco, and six hours from Sacramento and Stockton cities, and between
these points much the largest travel in the state daily occurs. From this
point three days’ steaming will reach either Oregon on the north or San Diego
on the south; besides, the above named location is unsurpassed for abundance
of lime and other building materials, with large agricultural advantages in
the immediate neighborhood.”

In a report submitted to the senate by a special committee of the senate,
we find as follows: “Your committee cannot dwell with too much warmth
upon the magnificent propositions contained in the memorial of General
Vallejo. They breathe throughout the spirit of an enlarged mind and a
sincere public benefactor, for which he deserves the thanks of his country-
men and the admiration of the world. Such a proposition looks more like
the legacy of a mighty emperor to his people than the free donation of a
private planter to a great state, yet poor in public finance, but soon to be among
the first of the earth.”

On Tuesday, February 4, 1851, the senate having acted upon the com-
mittee’s report, which had been submitted by Hon. D. C. Broderick, Governor
Peter H. Burnett sent a message to the senate that he had on that day signed
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an act originating in the senate entitled “An act for the permanent location
of the seat of government.” In the meantime General Vallejo's bond had
been accepted. his solvency was approved by a committee appointed by the
senate, the report of the commissioners appointed to mark and lay out the
tracts of land proposed to be donated by General Vallejo was adopted, and on
May 1, 1852, bringing with it the concomitant influx of settlers, the capitol
was erected on a piece of ground situated on what now is called York and
Maine, facing Sacramento street. It was a two-story building, in the upper
one of which sat the senate, the lower one the assembly, while in the base-
ment was a saloon and ten-pin alley, which rejoiced in the nickname of the
Third House. The office of the secretary of state stood on Main street, above
Sacramento, but it was afterwards removed to Georgia street, south side,
between Sacramento and Marin streets. This office was built of material
brought from Honolulu.

Sacramento was not satisfied with having the capital located at Vallejo,
and immediately commenced a fight to have it removed to that city. When
it came to a vote, the Sacramento bill was defeated through the efforts of
Hon. Paul K. Hubbs and some of his friends. Sacramento did not submit
quietly, but managed a couple of days afterward to have a reconsideration of
the bill, and then the capital was removed to Sacramento. March 7, 1852, a
flood occurred at Sacramento and on May 4, 1852, the legislature at Sacramento
agreed to meet in the following January (1833) at Vallejo. As soon as the
legislature convened in 1853, Sacramento, which did not have the courage to
again ask to have the capital at that city, joined Benicia, and the capital was
once more moved, this time to Benicia. The last sitting of the legislature in
Vallejo was on February 4, 1833, only seventeen voting in favor and six
against the proposition.

Previous to 1850 there was no founding of a settlement upon the site
where Vallejo now stands. In 1850 at least one iron building was erected on
Maine street, all other buildings being erected during the short stay of the
capital. The iron building was made use of in the latter part of 1854 as a
hotel and called the Union. At that date the only buildings on Georgia street
were the residence of General John B. Frisbie. where the Bernard House now
stands, and a small dwelling occupicd by Robert Brownlee as a milk ranch
and located on the land now occupied by the Commercial Bank and White's
stationery store. This building was afterwards moved to the east side of
Sacramento streets, between Georgia and Virginia streets. For many ycars
the building was used for justice of the peace courtrooms. until it was torn
down and a brick building erected in place of it.

The Central Hotel, erected by Major Wyatt in 1851, was in 1854 standing
on the corner of Marin and Maine and was opened in October, 1854, as a
mechanics’ boarding house. Up to August, 1854, the town was practically
bounded by Sonoma street on the east, the Napa river on the west, Virginia
street on the north and Pennsylvania street on the south. On account of
wild cattle, it was not safe to go beyond these limits on foot.

When the capital was finally removed from Vallejo, about all of the in-
habitants and even some of the buildings were removed to Benicia. The
two Brownlee (Robert and Thomas) families. Captain Stewart, Henry Hink
(justice of the peace), C. W. and E. H. Rowe (civil engineers), Major Wyatt
and wife and a few single men were all of the inhabitants who remained.

It was in September, 1852, when ships with mechanics on board began
to arrive at Mare Island, that Vallejo began to take life again and grow
toward its present proportions. At first these arrivals had only the effect of
reviving the hopes of the standpatters, for the men just coming lived on Mare
Island, where the new sectional dry dock was to be built, previous to the
building of a navy yard. In September, 1854, when Captain D. G. Farragut
arrived and hoisted his flag over the first gavy yard on the Pacific coast, all
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men not directly connected with the work on the yard, which required their
presence at night on the yard, were ordered to move across the river and live
in Vallejo. It was then that Vallejo experienced its second revival.

The Central Hotel, on Maine and Marin streets, was immediately fitted
up for a mechanics’ hotel. Other parties made up clubs and built houses
to live in. William Shillingsburgh and others built a house on Maine street
near Santa Clara, calling it the “Happy Home.” John Morrison built a
house on Marin street on the lot now being built upon by P. Steffan, for stores
and offices. Morrison’s house was located on the south end of the lot, on the
alley. The house was afterwards moved across the street near the corner of
York, and only a few months ago was again removed from that location to
make way for other improvements. On January 1, 1855, Anson Clark and
wife arrived and on the following day Samuel Rule and family arrived. On
account of the scarcity of dwellings, these people occupied rooms in the
basement of the capitol building. As people began to arrive, dwelling houses
and stores were erected in various parts of the town for their accommodation.

In the same year a wharf was built on Georgia street to accommodate the
steamer Napa City, which ran between Napa City and San Francisco, touch-
ing at the Navy Yard and Vallejo. A small stern wheel steamer about fifty
feet long, she went to San Francisco one day and returned the next. It took
her about five hours to make the trip, as she had to be governed by the tide in
Napa creek. IHer hours were irregular; her officers were: Capt. Samuel
Goodrich, the pilot and purser. It was not long, however, before, through the
influence of the dry dock agents, that the steamer C. M. Weber, re-christened
Guadeloupe, Capt. . P. Doling and Purser A. J. Douzel, was placed on the
route, making daily trips and running up Napa creek to Suscol Landing. The
Napa City connected with her, making the trip from Suscol Landing to Napa
City. Previous to this daily service, if any wished to go to San Francisco,
Sacramento or Stockton, they had to ride to Benicia on the off days of the
Napa City and take the San Francisco boats which made daily trips to these
terminals. Well Fargo & Company ran its express on this route, having
David McClure (afterwards a lawyer of some note) as the traveling agent,
he being succeeded by Long. The resident agent of the company was J. R.
Jacques, and his office was on the south side of Marine street, two doors east
of Sacramento street.

W. C. Greeves and a cousin of his by the name of Baker, erected the first
brick store in Vallejo. It was located on the south side of Georgia street,
west of Santa Clara street. Mr. Greeves, who is living today, at an advanced
age, has always been a stanch friend of Vallejo, of strong character, honest in
his convictions, upright in all his dealings with his fellow man, and of as good
judgment as the most of men. He has done as much, if not more for the
upbuilding of Vallejo, than any one man who has lived here from the rcjuvena-
tion of the city to the present date.

The first brick dwelling was built by James Warner, who was the first
foreman mason on the Navy Yard, on the north side of Maine street, west of
Santa Clara street. It is standing today without any change from the day of
its erection.

Dan Williamson and brother opened a grocery store on the southeast
corner of Georgia and Santa Clara streets and William Wetmore opened up
a dry goods store on the southwest corner of Maine and Sacramento streets.
G. R. Jacques kept a notion store on the south side of Maine street, east of
Sacramento street and was the local agent of Wells Fargo & Company, who
succeeded the Adams Co.’s express business.

On July 4, 1853, we find the first celebration of Independence Day in
Vallejo by a dinner at the Vallejo house and bonfire. At the former there
sat down two ladies and eight gentlemen—Mrs. Robert and Thomas Brown-
lee, Captain Stewart, Squire Hook, Edward H. Rowe (elder), West Rowe,
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Lemuel Hazleton, B. F. Osborne, with Robert and Thomas Brownlee. At
an early hour Captain Stewart had donned his full uniform and called on
all to celebrate the day with becoming ceremony.

In October, 1853, Robert Brownlee, Jr., was born, supposed to be the first
birth of a boy in the town. Dr. L. C. Frisbie, a brother of John B. Frisbie,
was among the first physicians to practice here and continued to practice
until the day of his death, which occurred a few years since.

In 1854 a syndicate composed of J. W. Denver, Sam Purdy and H.
Haight purchased an interest in the townsite of General Vallejo and sent
J. C. L. Wordsworth here to make a disposal of the property, either by lot
or acreage. Darlinton, Hanscom, Harmons and Secor purchased a number
of lots on Georgia street and 160 acres of land north of the town (what was
afterwards known as the Hannibal ranch) and erected a wharf at the foot
of Georgia street for the convenience of the Napa and San Francisco steam-
ers and the navy yard workmen. Such land as was not disposed of by Words-
worth was deeded back to General Vallejo and General John B. Frisbie
(son-in-law of Vallejo).

On January 1, 1855, the new year was ushered in with old Boreas at
the helm. The wind, it blew; the snow, it flew, and the merry crew of
first-nighters looked out on one of the fiercest storms on record in Vallejo.
The greatest disaster was to the shipping. Sailing vesscls on their way
from San Francisco to Sacramento and Stockton laden with all the necessa-
ries and some luxuries for those who worked in the northern and southern
mines lost their deck-loads coming through San Pablo bav. The next
morning on the west side of Mare Island and extending north. on the tule
shore, all kinds of wreckage was washed up. Doors, window frames and
various kinds of lumber used for building purposes. boxes of canned goods
and packages of liquor were found in the debris by those who were out early
looking for flotsam and jetsam. During the day the beach was about all
cleared of any articles of value. Someone’s loss was another’s gain.

The most striking effect of the gale in Vallejo was the rolling up of a
portion of the corrugated iron roof of the Union hotel, situated on Maine
street, about one hundred feet west of Sacramento street. The force of the
wind was so strong that the sheet iron was rolled up and the roll driven
over the top of Tom Brownlee’s hotel, and the bundle of iron rolled down
the hill until it reached Marin street, near John Morrison’s residence. It
was a memorable “blow-out” that but few people are now living to tell
about.

At this time, there being no postoffice in Vallejo, the mail was brought
in from Benicia about twice or three times a month, or whenever a mail
steamer arrived from New York. A very large proportion of mail matter
was carried by Wells, Fargo & Co., who issued special envelopes for the
purpose. All business men patronized the company, as their correspondence
was delivered immediately on its arrival and answers could be returned
before the United States mail could be distributed.

Many important matters transpired in 1855 in building up a new com-
munity. In church matters the Rev. William Wilmot was the first clergyv-
man to make his appearance. The Rev. Sylvester Woodbridge of Benicia
would occasionally preach on Sunday evenings. Mrs. D. G. Farragut, Miss
Avaline S. Frost, the Misses Alice and Helen Turner and others interested
themselves and founded a Sunday-school, and Mr. Wilmot had a congre-
gation to preach to.

During the year a wandering printer by the name of A. J. Cox brought
some type and a printing press in town and started a newspaper called the
Vallejo Bulletin. The first number was issued November 22, 1855, TIts
issues soon became uncertain and finally it passed out of existence. About
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the same time M. L. Hanscom, now city auditor of Berkeley, purchased
type and press and issued a small paper on Mare Island called the Advertiser.
His departure for the east caused the venture, like many of its kind in Cali-
fornia, to end.

During the year a small wharf was built or extended at the foot or
west end of Maine street and a larger and more extensive one was con-
structed on Georgia street, extending out about one block from Branciforte
street. It was built with a T at the outer end to facilitate the landing of
the San Francisco steamers, which commenced making daily trips between
Suscol Landing and San Francisco. The latter wharf was built by Durlen-
ton, Hanscom, Hermans and Secor. The contractor for its construction
was a Mr. Norris, father of Mrs. Anson Clark. The steamer Guadaloupe,
formerly the C. M. Weber, Captain F. P. Doling, commenced running on
this route. A. J. Donzel was the purser.

In 1857 James Gamble and others built a telegraph line from Benicia to
Vallejo and W. W. Hanscom laid the first cable across the Napa river to
Mare island and connected up with the Gamble line. This insured com-
munication with the navy yard and the outside world.

Prior to the year 1866, the pecace, order and good government of Vallejo
had been invested in a justice of the peace and a constable. On the 23d of
July of that year, however, a meeting was held and duly organized by the
election of William C. Greaves, president; Eben Hilton, treasurer; William
Aspenall, sccretary, with Amos M. Currier and S. G. Hilborn as town
attorneys, when ordinances were passed regulating the health and cleanli-
ness of the town, and otherwise providing for its government. In the follow-
ing February an act was passed by the legislature incorporating the city
within the limits “beginning at the N. E. corner of the present town of
Vallejo, as recorded by plan drawn in 1856, and running east 3.000 feet;
thence running south to the water of the bay of Vallejo. or Napa river; thence
running up the channel of said bay, or river. to a point west of the place of
beginning; thence running east to place of beginning.” The first board
meeting after the incorporation of the city was held on April 1, 1868, when
the following officers were elected: Trustees—A. Powell, president; George
W. Lee, 1. W. Snow ; marshal, J. I.. Likens; treasurer, J. E. Abbott; assessor,
J. W. Batchellor; receiver, C. W. Riley. R. D. Hopkins; health officer, Dr.
L. C. Frisbie; surveyor, E. H. Rowe. This year, though one wherein Val-
lejo reached the proud distinction of having a charter of her own, was not
unattended by disaster. On the morning of FFebruary 18 the Alpha block,
one of the best and most substantial structures in the city, situated on the
southeast corner of Georgia and Santa Clara streets, and owned by E. H.
Sawyer, was destroyed by fire. The buildings stood on what was, until this
catastrophe, the business portion of the town, and consisted of elegant brick
buildings, and their destruction, at a loss of over $40.000, was a sad blow
to the interests of the city for a time. DBut yet another misfortune visited
Vallejo this year, namely, the shock of earthquake, which nearly laid San
Francisco level with the ground, on the 21st of October, 1868. Vallejo,
however, escaped any great damage, though one chimney was laid low,
many yards of plastering displaced, and such articles as clocks, mirrors and
lamps broken. On Wednesday, June 24, railroad communication between
Vallejo and Fairfield and Suisun was inaugurated by an excursion, wherein
the Masconic lodges took part, and it is also to this year that the incorpora-
tion of a water company must be credited. In looking back upon the year
1RA], it must be put down as one of great excitement to Vallejo, for General
Vallejo's prophecy of this city of his becoming a great emporium for trade
was on the brink of realization. Eighteen months before the town was com-
paratively small, and its trade and intercourse with the outside world almost
nil; then the California Pacific Railroad existed only on paper, and its ulti-



94 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

mate construction was among the probabilities only. True, the bare proba-
bility of such a road being built drew thousands to the spot who had never
seen the place before, and for years had not even heard of it, save when
mentioned in connection with the navy yard. As the certainty of the con-
struction of the road began to be realized, Vallejo began to awake from a
Rip Van Winkle sleep of fifteen years and to show signs of real life. Hotels,
stores, shops and dwellings began to rise in every direction, and the old
resumed an appearance of returning youth. But the railroad had not yet been
built, and it was soon found that the little business awakened had been
prematurely aroused, and the town began to relapse into its former som-
nambulistic state. As the last spring opened, however, the iron horse started
from the water front and began to make its way eastward, returning with
well-laden cars freighted with grain of the rich and abundant harvests of
Solano and Yolo, while ships of foreign flags bore it away to other climes,
and travelers from beyond the snow mountains and from every part of the
state took part in the whirl of business, and the future of Vallejo was thought
to be secure beyond a peradventure. Alas, that this success should have been
so short-lived.

On November 13, 1868, the second board of trustees was organized under
Philip Meagher, president; Henry Connolly and Edward McGettigan,
trustees; Lyman Leslie, city recorder; George Edgar. city marshal; J. E.
Abbott, city treasurer; Elisha Whiting, city assessor; Paul K. Hubbs, clerk;
A. H. Gunning. city surveyor, and L. C. Frisbie, health ofhicer.

For the next few years affairs progressed right merrily. The propriety
of erecting street railroads was early mooted, for which a franchise was
granted in February. A steamer was put on the line to San Francisco,
plying twice a day, in connection with the cars, while a grain elevator was
being built. This edifice afterwards fell in 1872 from the want of proper
foundations. Vallejo boasted five schools, which were said to be filled with
scholars; a large flour mill had been started and the city fathers looked
after the interest invested in them.

On the morning of November 7, 1871, Vallejo was again visited by a
destructive fire which desolated one of the principal blocks in the city. The
fire broke out under the saloon of John O’Sullivan, on Virginia street, and
from information gained at the time, there is but little doubt that it was
caused by the blackened hand of the incendiary. The damage was estimated
at considerably over $50,000.

Let us now draw this sketch of Vallejo to a close. Her interests pros-
pered through the successive regimes of trustees and other officers. Appoint-
ments had been made whereby the public coffers were filled and trade was
brisk; so much so, indeed, that the possibility of a decline never presented
itself to the minds of the people. With General John B. Frisbie as a moving
spirit, this conception of prosperity was almost reasonable; but there came
a day when his helping hand was of no avail. and the years of plenty, in
a measure enhanced by the prescnce of the dock vard. gave way to a
season of decline, which commenced in 1874, when trade diminished to a
lamentable extent, continuing its downward course until 1878, when it, in a
measure, again revived and left its lessened population once more on the
increase, with a distant prospect of some day recovering the ground already
lost.

The officers of succeeding boards were as under: 1869—Trustees. A.
Powell, president; S. G. Hilborn. Eben Hilton, A. P. Voorhees and E. T. Starr;
city recorder, Charles C. Hall: marshal, Joseph L. Likins; trcasurer, J. E. Ab-
bott ; assessor, J. W. Batchellor; clerk, C. A. Kidder. In this year a term of
service of two years was first inaugurated. The fourth board was organized
September 16, 1871, with John B. Frisbie as president. having for his col-
leagues A. Powell, S. G. Hilborn, A. P. Voorhees and E. H. Sawyer; treas-
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urer. J. E. Abbott; assessor, J. W. Batchellor; marshal, J. J. Watkinson;
recorder, T. H. Lawlor; clerk, Judson Haycock; surveyor, E. H. Rowe.
During the tenure of office of this board an act was passed whereby the
corporation was empowered to borrow $50,000 as a fund to protect the city
from fire. the principal to be paid off in twenty ycars, and bearing interest of
eight per cent per annum. This act was passed on January 11, 1872. The
original intention was to appropriate this fund for the building of a reservoir
on Bolsa Hill, an elevation to the north of the town, but the project was
abandoned on the formation of a water company. Fifteen thousand dollars
of it was used on digging and planking the Fifth street cut, between North
and South Vallejo; $8,000 was expended on the construction of the city
hall, while a considerable sum was spent on the city park. Other expenses
of a desultory nature were incurred, swallowing the entire original sum, and,
though the interest is met with becoming punctuality, the principal debt
remains unpaid. South Vallejo had in the meantime claimed :n interest
in the governing affairs of the city; therefore, on May 12, 1872, Messrs.
J. B. Robinson and Luke Doe were first elected from that portion of the
town. On the 6th of March. 1873, John M. Gregory, Jr., was elected city
clerk and attorney, and December 24, 1873, J. E. Abbott was elected city
clerk and attorney, vice Gregory, resigned. and J. R. English as city treas-
urer, vice Abbott, resigned. The election of March 26, 1874, resulted in the
following selection: Trustees, W. Aspinall, president; C. B. Denio, E. H.
Sawyer, D. W. Harrier, Henry Connolly, J. E. Williston; J. R. English,
treasurer; assessor, William Tormey; marshal, S. J. Wright; city clerk,
J. E. Abbott. In 1876 a new era had commenced in the municipal elections,
for a2 system of elections by wards had been inaugurated, with the accom-
panying result: First ward, William Aspenall, Ed McGettigan, H. K. Snow;
Second ward, E. J. Wilson, president; P. R. Walsh, Charles Weidcman;
Third ward, John P. Dare; treasurer, J. R. English; assessor, George
Rounds; marshal, Charles Derby; H. H. Snow, city clerk. The election of
March 26, 1878, and the second by wards, resulted: First ward, D. J. Reese,
J. A. Mclnnes, J. H. Green; Second ward, E. J. Wilson, president: S. C.
Farnham, W. C. Greaves; Third ward, F. Deininger; marshal, W. McDon-
ald; treasurer, J. R. English; assessor, W. A. Brace; city clerk, A. J.
Brownlie. On the 13th of May, 1878, the board of health was organized,
and the first meeting was held on June 6, when the following officers were
elected: President, James Frost, M. D.; secretary, A. J. Brownlie, with a
board composed of James Topley, F. Deininger and John Callender. Meet-
ings were held on the last Thursday of each month.

In reference to the different surveys of the city, the first was made in
the year 1850 by Surveyor-General Whiting, Edward Rowe, Mason Fay and
Dr. L. C. Frishie, attended by three or four vaqueros to drive away the wild
cattle while the lines were being run. Only that portion of the present city
lving south of Georgia street was laid out as then surveyed. It contained
about 160 acres of land. In 1856 another survey (already alluded to) was
made, embracing a league of land; while a third was made when the town
took its rapid start in 1867 or '68.

The site of the city of Vallejo is undoubtedly picturesque; the undu-
lating hills which forty years ago General Vallejo had looked upon with
becoming pride, have now been occupied by hundreds of beautiful homes,
nearly all of which are snugly ensconced in their own gardens, surrounded
by flowers of the richest hue and rarest perfume, while for miles around the
hills. which promised so rare a fertility, are now sprouting with a crop finer
than which no other country can produce. To the right and to the left, as
far as the eye can reach, we gaze upon nought but the progress of civiliza-
tion and the richest vegetation. Standing on Capitol hill the placid bay
lies at our feet, its surface without a ripple, and glancing from its peaceful
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bosom the many shadows reflected from the shore. The busy navy yard
breaks what would otherwise be the monotonous water view. On its other
side we have the San Pablo bay, while here and there a white shimmering
sail proclaims the passage of some sailing craft, and a cloud of smoke de-
fines the locality of the fast-traveling steamboat, and again, as it were. the
background of the picture, Marin county shows it well-marked outline. The
coast range of hills are followed in their uneven line, and grand old Mount
Tamalpais stands like a stolid sentry over its lesser brethren. Below is
marked the busy landing-place, whither flock passengers bound to all points
of the compass; the shrill shrick of the locomotive is heard above the other
sounds, as it is brought back by many an answering echo. Now we hear
the more hollow whistle of the steamer, as she arrives or departs with her
freight of human beings. Again comes the toll of the time bell giving the
hour to the weary workman in the yard; while the scene is hlled in with
vesscls of great tonnage riding cozily at anchor at the piers, awaiting cargoes
of precious wheat to be taken across the seas. To the north the fertile
Napa valley stretches away for miles. presenting a landscape of the most
ravishing order, backed as it is by mountains of very fantastic shape. while
in the foreground we have that glorious monument erected by the Sons of
Temperance for all orphans whose parents have been called upon to cross
the dark river. A noble thought nobly executed. Pity ‘tis that the cares
of rude business should blot so fair a scene.

It may not be uninteresting here to produce among the curiosities of
literature connected with Vallejo the specimens of ways in which it can be
spelled. It is one of the axioms of English grammar that there is no rule
for the spelling and pronunciation of proper names. a rule which would
appear to be carried out with remarkable unanimity by the correspondents
of residents in the city. The list was collected in six months from the Val-
lejo postoffice, and is without doubt a most curious specimen of orthography.
Theyv number about one hundred and are as follows: Vallahoe, Valaho.,
Valao, Vallajo, Vallajoe, Vallajo, \alajoa, Vala Jae, Valaja, Vallaoro Valago,
Vallaiho, Valeejo, Valeajo, Valeijo, Valoege, Valegoa, Valegio, Valcgo,
Valejo, Vallejo, Valle Jo, Vallejoe, Vallejio. Vallejaio. Valler, Vallejeo,
Vallegeo, Valleo, Vallejho, Vallerio, Vallesso, Valevo. Valleyo, Vallevoe,
Valleyio, Valley Joe, Valleygo. Valleva, Valeyegoy, Vayego, Valgeo, Valgo,
Valiego, Valigo, Valliejo, Vallijo, Valligo, Valigeo, Valliju, Valljo, Vallo,
Valgho, Vally Joe, Valley Jog, Valyo, \allvo Vealejo, Veleajho, \/elayo,
Velaow, Vellajo, Velegio, \c]euo, Velem) Velegoe, Veleo, Vellejo, Vellego,
Velleijo, Velighlow, Veclijo, Velioe, \(llahn \el Ja, Vialjo, Villeiu, \lllml
Villejo, Villgo, Vallejalahoe, Ballejo. Belljo, Billejo, Salliegro, Levejo,
Palesso, Rale]o, Wallajo, Wallego. \Walleja, Walleio, Welayego, Yallejo,
Yalleyjo. Valley Joow and V alahoucrh

Vallejo Schools—Early Begmnmgs .—During the summer of 1835, a Mr.
Wilmott, a Mecthodist minister, solicited subscriptions to raise funds for
the crection of a building to bc used jointly as a church and school-house.
Admiral Farragut was then in command of the navy yard and Isaiah Hans-
com naval constructor. The paper was circulated among the men on the
yard and one thousand dollars subscribed, many of the men giving a day’s
pay. General J. B. Frisbie donated two lots on Virginia street, between
Marin and Sonoma. The building was soon erected, most of the work
having been contributed by the different mechanics in town. Miss Frost, a
relative of Mr. Hanscom, opened a school in this building the same summer
and continued it for several months. The church people desiring to plaster
the room requested the school to vacate, and it was therefore moved into
the old building now standing on the corner of Maine and Marin streets and
known as Smith and King's blacksmith shop. (It is not known whether
this teacher was paid in full by tuition bills or in part from public money.)



HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES 97

Miss I'rost was succeeded in 1856 by George Rowell, who afterwards, in
the fall of that year, moved into an old building known as the Virginia
house, now standing on Sonoma street, near Pennsylvania. In the spring
of 1857 a public meeting was called to see what action should be taken
relative to building a public school-house. Responding to the call, the
people assembled at the old state-house, then standing near where Eureka
hall is now located (afterward burned), and General J. F. Houghton was
chosen moderator. At this mceting it was voted to build a house and money
was raised by subscription to pay for the same. Three lots were donated
by General J. B. Frisbie on Carolina street, at the corner of Sonoma, James
Newbert being the contractor and builder. The original building was about
forty feet square, with ceiling some fourteen fcet high. At about this time
there were several teachers, who succeeded each other at short intervals—a
Mr. Farmer, Miss Coyle, Miss Casson, Mr. Mason and N. Smith. Up to
this time, spring of 1858, we have been unable to lcarn whether the teachers
were paid in part with public money or entirely by tuition bills, but there
is reason to believe some public money was received as early as 1857. L. M.
Benjamin, now of San Francisco, was one of the trustees and employed Mr.
Newbert to build the house in 1857.

In the fall of 1839, or spring of 1860, Fred Campbell (now superintendent
of schools, Oakland) took charge of the public school and remained until the
spring of 1861. In June of that year Miss Root, now the wife of Hon. S. G.
Hilborn, taught for one month, when Isaiah Hurlburt entered the school
as principal, and Miss Root as assistant; they remained until June, 18062,
when they were succeeded by Mr. Atchinson and wife, who remained about
one year. J. E. Fliggle then took charge of the school, assisted by Miss
Casebolt, who remained until the spring of 1864. when the latter resigned,
and Miss Alice Pickle was appointed in her place. They continued the
school up to September 5, 1864, when George W. Simonton took charge as
-principal and Miss Sophia A. Simonton, now Mrs. Harris, as assistant.
Prior to 1864 there had been several boards of trustees. E. M. Benjamin
was one of the first. J. W. Farmer, E. J. Wilson, A. Powell, M. J. Wright
and others, but there is no data to fix either the date or order. Mr. Wright,
however, was a trustee in 1864.

At the time Mr. Simonton entered the school there were two rooms in
the school building, the one built by Mr. Newbert for the principal, and a
small room some twenty feet square, added subsequently for the assistant.
There were at this time in both rooms about seventy scholars.

The school was ungraded and its entire management left to the principal.
During all these years and up to about 1867 the salary of teachers had been
paid. in part, at least, by rate bills, levied pro rata on all the children. From
1864 to about 1871 the increase of children in public schools was very rapid,
and it was with great difficulty the trustees could furnish sitting room for the
children. Taxes were levied on the people and paid cheerfully to build
schoolrooms. In 1867 there were five rooms, with as many teachers, packed
with children, each having from seventy to one hundred and twenty, fre-
quently compelled to sit on the stage, on boxes or stools, for whole terms.

No city in the state has shown more interest in the matter of education
than Vallejo. Her people have ever been alive to the importance of giving
the rising generation a liberal education. From 1867 to 1869 the influx of
population was so great that the school trustees found it very difficult, with
the limited means and accommodation at their command. to provide rooms
and school furniture for the constantly increasing pupils. In 1869 the board
of trustees, viz.: J. G. Lawton. M. J. Wright and I. S. Halsey. determined
to submit to the people the question of taxing themselves for the purpose of

6
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raising money to build a new school-house, and, to their credit be it recorded,
the proposition was carried by a large majority and the tax was levied. Plans
having been advertised for, those presented by Messrs, Hoagland and New-
some. of San Francisco, were approved and the contract for constructing a
large. commodious three-story building was awarded to J. W. Newbert, a
citizen of Vallejo, for the sum of $14.000.

With a desire to extend the efficiency of the school department, J. G.
Lawton, acting under instruction of the trustees, prepared a special school
law for the city of Vallejo, providing (among other things) for a board of
education, to consist of a superintendent and four school directors, naming
the following gentlemen, who should serve until the next charter election,
viz.:  J. G. Lawton, superintendent and ex-officio president of the board:
M. J. Wright, secretary; E. M. Benjamin, B. T. Osborn and 1. S. Halsey.
directors. The law was passed by the legislature and signed by the governor
March 25, 1870. The gentlemen above named having been clothed with
the proper authority, entered at once into the work assigned them and
labored assiduously for the promotion of the cducational interests of the
city. On July 6, 1870, the new school-house was turned over to and accepted
by the board, and although the third story remained unfinished. still the
accommodation afforded greatly relieved the pressing demands upon the
department.  The following description will convey a very correct idea of
this beautiful structure: The building is forty-cight feet front by sixty-
cight feet deep. Ells eight feet wide. Single story, rear wing. fourteen by
thirty and one-half feet. It 1s three stories high, with mansard roof, all
inclosed in rustic stvle. Two wings, each eight feet wide. set out at each
end of the building, furnishing broad entrances and stairways; these wings
are surmounted with observatories. The center of the building rises to a
higher clevation, and upon its crown rests a turret, which serves both as a
ventilator and belfry. The classrooms are lighted from the front by four
double oval-topped windows, and the side elevations are equally well provided -
with large windows. The first floor is about four feet from the ground
and the first and second stories fourtcen feet six inches high; the third
fourteen feet. On the first floor three large schoolrooms are arranged for,
cach having entrance from the wings. Iron columns support the upper
floors, and platforms for teachers occupy convenient positions. In the rear
are two private rooms for teachers, halls, washrooms and wardrobes. The
second story is also conveniently partitioned off, affording four good-sized
classrooms. The general style of the building is neat, with no excess of
ornamentation. Prior to the building of this house, the trustees were com-
pelled to hire rooms in various and unsuitable parts of the city, paying there-
for heavy rents, the colored school being in one of the rooms of the United
States hotel. On July 9. 1870, the board adopted the classification and course
of study in use in the public schools of Providence, R. L., with such modifica-
tions as were deemed proper by the board. The following corps of teachers
was employed to teach under the new and improved system: G. W. Simon-
ton, principal of the high school, with W. F. Roe and Isabelle Murphy,
assistants; A. W. Dozier, principal of the grammar department, with William
Crowhurst, Miss TL.awrence and J. MclFadden as assistants; Miss Sophia
Simonton, Miss Mary Turtelott, Miss [Fove, Miss Delia Sweatland, Mary C.
ITall and Miss Rutherford, teachers of the primary department; and Miss
Wundenburg, teacher of the colored school: W. M. Cole, janitor.

The salaries paid at this time were from $50 to $150 per month, aggre-
vating, including superintendent, secretary and janitor, $1.151 per month.
The regulations adopted by the board provided for a ten-months’ school.
divided into two terms of five months each, with mid-term vacations of one
week,  The school money received from the state and county was found in-
adequate, and to make up the deficiency the following schedule of rate-bills
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was adopted. payable monthly: High school department, each pupil, $2.30;
first and second grade, grammar, $2; third grade, grammar, $1.73; fourth
grade, grammar, S1.50; primary (lcpartmcnt S§1. At the end of the first
month after the adoption of this order, viz.: from January 4 to February 15,
1871, the teachers reported to the board CO”(Ctl(m\ amounting to $343.70.
At the end of May, 1871, the following teachers were elected Tor the next
term: G. W. Simonton. W. F. Roe and Miss Julia Benjamin, for high
school; A. W. Dozier, Misses Sweatland., Tourtclott, Benjamin, Murphy
and Mrs. C. A. Kidder (nee Simonton), Misses Kate Iall, Anderson, Ruth-
erford, Foye and William Crowhurst, principal of the South Vallejo school,
and Miss \[ary Tobin, Etta Thompson and Miss Watson, teachers of the
colored school.

On the 15th of September the following gentlemen, having been elected
by the people as provided in the new city school law, were duly qualified
and took their seats as the second board of education of Vallejo: Rev.
N. B. Klink, superintendent; I. S. Halsey, secretary: Luke Doe, J. H. Green
and E. II. M. Baily, directors. The newly-elected members entered at once
into the good work begun by the previous board, and the Vallejo schools
soon became famous throwﬂmut the adjacent counties, many pupils being
sent here for instruction and large numbers of most excellent teachers mak-
ing applications for positions as instructors,

The first question of importance presented to this bhoard for its con-
sideration related to the finances of the department. The school money
received from the state and county was only sufficient to maintain the schools
for eight months. A special tax of thirty-five cents on each S100 valuation
on the assessment roll was therefore provided for in the special law before
mentioned to make up the deficiency. This tax was assessed and collected
by the county officials, in the same manner and at the same time of assessing
and collecting the state and county taxes, and without cost to the school
public; but, unfortunately, the state board of equalization the next year
decided that all such laws throughout the state were unconstitutional, and
issued an order restraining county assessors and collectors from assess;ng
or collecting township and district taxes. They further promulgated this
principle in the matter of taxation, viz.: “That all taxes levied and collected
for township and district purposes must be assessed and collected by officers
elected by the people to be taxed.” This rendered a revision of the Vallejo
school law necessary. The matter was referred to the secretary of the
board with instructions to procure legal assistance and so revise the special
school law as to secure the assessing and collecting of the usual special tax.
On January 5, 1874, J. G. Lawton presented the revised law to the board,
which, after some modifications, was approved, and the secretary instructed
to forward it to the Hon. J. L. Heald, member of the assembly, by whom
it was introduced for legislative action. On the 25th day of February follow-
ing it was signed by the governor and has ever since been the school law
of Vallejo township. The changes made related more especially to the
matter of including the entire township of Vallejo in the school district and
making provision for the election of a township assessor and collector as
required by the order before mentioned, emanating from the state board of
equalization.

At the close of the school year ending December, 1871, Messrs. Gregory.
Hilborn, Lawton, Ashbrook. Dr. L. C. Frishie and Rev. C. E. Rich, assisted
the superintendent, Mr. Klink, in making the usual term examination, and
the Teport made by these gentlemen was highly creditable to teachers and
pupiis. and quite satisfactory to the board. On January 2. 1872, the board
adopted a course of study, rules and regulations. and had the same printed in
pamnohlet form for gratuitous distribution among the people. During this
vear Mr. Simonton, the principal, obtained permission of the board to give



100 HISTORY OF SOLANO AND NAPA COUNTIES

a number of public school entertainments for the purpose of raising money
to purchase a suitable bell for house No. 1. His efforts were successiul be-
yond expectation, and the fine bell thus secured to the school department
has ever since been ringing out notes of praise to all who participated in
this worthy object. The cost of the bell was $325.

The teachers elected for the term beginning January, 1872, were the same
as last term, with the exception that Mrs. Kidder resigned and J. McFadden
was elected and assigned to the South Vallejo school.

On April 23, 1872, Mr. Simonton, after so many vears of faithful service
in the cause of education, was compelled to hand in his resignation on account
of failing health. After several incffectual attempts on the part of the board
to induce him to continue, his resignation was finally accepted on the 7th of
May. 1872. After accepting the resignation of 'rofessor Simonton, the fol-
lowing resolutions were unanimously passed by the board:

“Resolved, That it is with unfcigned regret we are called upon to part
with our late principal, G. W. Simonton, he having filled that position for
years with honor to himself, profit to the children of Vallejo and the perfect
satisfaction of the board.

“Resolved, That the thanks of this board are due and are hereby ten-
dered to him for many valuable suggestions, and his unremitting efforts
in assisting us to arrange and perfect our present school system.

“Resolved, That we cordially recommend him to all interested in educa-
tional matters as a gent